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speaking. The whole business appears *to
bang upon the 90 per cent. extraction. If a
company gets a 95 per ceat. extraction, what
becomes of the kxtra 5 per cent.?

Hon. A. H1. Panton: The company keeps
that, as has always been the ease.

Hon. J. A. GREIG: That is not fair. What
-would be the result if the company only got
an 85 per cent extraction?

Hon. E. H. Harris: That would balance
the 95 per cent.

Hon. J, A. GRISIG: If the company were
honest it would charge more for treating
85 per cent. ore than for treating the 95 per
cent. ore.

Hon. E. H1. Hlarris: Some of them adopt the
sliding scale.

Hon. J1. A. GREIG: It makes very little
difference whether the clause is struck out
or left in, for the parties could then fall back
upon the freedom of contract. The only dif-
ference, may be that ining compaities may
be compelled to charge different prices for
treating different kinds of ores, and this
would probably cause dissension amongst trib-
uters.

Hon. J1. Cunningham: They do it now.
Hon. J. A. GREIG: I would rather see the

men get what they are entitled to. If the
clause is cut out, they will get a fair deal.

Hon. G. WV. MILES: I do not think we
shall get any further ahead by reporting pro-
gress. In order to prevent the clause from
being defeated, I would suggest that the word
''ninety" be struck out and the words
"eighty-five'' inserted in lieu thereof. I
think the tributer is fully entitled to 50 per
cent. of the gold premium, and I will gladly
give him more than that. Some years ago
I sent some stone to be treated at a battery,
and we were given an extraction of 8 dwtt.,
although the ore was worth 3 oxe. to the ton.
I am going to vote for the retention of the
clause. I consider the tributer is entitled to a
fair deal.

Clause put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes .. . - .12

Noes .. . , - 10

Majority for -..

Ron.
Hon.
Hon.
Han.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Hon-

FL 0. Ardagb
F. A. Baglin
C. F. Baxter
3. Cornett
3. Cunninghaim
J. Duffel
E. H. Harris

N
H, P. Colebatch
V. Hanxersiey
C. McKenzie
J. M111s
J. Nicholson
E. Rose

YE,

ron

a.

Hon. J. W. Hickey
Hon. JT. W. Kirwae
Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. T. Moere
Hon. A. H. Panton

(Teller.)

Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. H. Stewart
Hen. SirE. H. witenoom
Han. J. A. Oreig

(Teller.)

PAIR.
Ayes: Ron. J, E. Dodd; Noes: Hon. R. J.

Lynn.

Clause thus passed.

Clause 31-agreed to.
Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amiendmient, and the
report adopted.

Hoase adjourned at 10.44 p.m.

Wednesday, 093rd Nor-ember, 1921.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION-NORTH-WEST DEVELOP-
MEENT.

Mr. ANGELO aske d the Premier: Will he,
when intruducing the Estimates for the North.-
West Department, enunciate to this House his
Government's policy for the development of
the northern portion of this Statey

The PREMIER replied: I will make the
usual statement when introducing the Esti-
mates.

QUESTION-TUBEROULOSIS, TREAT-
MENT.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Colonial Se cre-
tary: 1, Have any inquiries or tests been
made as to the officacy of Professor Le
Monaco's treatment for tuberculosis? 2, If the
evidence shown any possibility of success of
the treatment, would he be prepared to al-
low patients in the WOOr0O Sanatorium to
undergo the prescribed treatment, as, it is
understood, several are anxious to do?
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The COLONITAt, SECRETARY replied:
1, Yes. Inquiries were made through the
proper channel from the Ministry of Health
of Great Britain, which reported as follows:
-"'It is Understood that Professor 14e Mon-
aco holds the (hair of Pharmacology at the
Royal University, Rome. The Minister has
been informed that several commuaicationis
appeared in the Italian journals of two or

three years ago with reference to the met-hod
of treatment in question, hut his information
is to the effect that the results of the treat-
meat were disappointing, and that as a result
it is now little used.' ± , There is no evidence,
apart from the usual evidence which accom-
panics advertised remedies, of thle possibility
of snecs with this particular form of treat-
ment, which has been tried and found wanting
in European countries. If any satisfactory
evidence can be produced, we will be pre-
pared to use the remedy in the Sanatorium.

QUESTION-PENSIONERS, EXEMPTION
ROM RATES AND TAXES.

Hon. T. WALKER asked the Premier:
What,' if any, steps have been taken to ex-
empt old age and invalid pensioners from the
payment of rates and taxes?

The PREMIER replied: No person in re-
ceipt of an old age or invalid pension is as-
sessed for income tax. When it has been found
that any such person had, prior to becoming
a pensioner, been liable to taxation, and
therefore not in a position to discharge the
liability, the matter has been considered as a
bad debt. This, however, does not apply to
land tax. Provision to deal with this feature
is being made in the amending Act now before
the Hoose.

QUESTION-'MINING PROSPECTUISES

Mr. TEESDALE asked the Minister for
Mines: Will the Government introduce a
measure rendering compulsory the embodi-
ment of a Government report in every pros-
pectus applying for public moneys to de-
velop our mining areas?

The PREMIER (for the 'Minister for

Mines) replied: No.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE-FEDERA-
TION AND THE STATE.

Extension of Time.

on motion by Mr. Angelo, the time for
bringing up the report of the select Com-
mnittee was extended to the 15th December.

LEAVE OP ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Mullany, leave of ab-
sence for three weeks granted to the Hon.
.T. Seaddan (Albany) on the ground of ur-
gent public business.

MOTION-SITTING DAY,
ADDITIONAL.

The PREMIER (Honl. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [4.41J: 1 move-

That in addition to the days already pro-
vided, the House shall meet for the des-
patch of business on Fridays at 4.30 p.m.,
and shall sit Until 6.15 p.m., if necessary;
and, if requisite, from 7.10 p.m. onwards.

We are now within four weeks of Christmas,
and it is desirable that we should despatch
OUr business. Moreover, it is usual to sit on
Friday during the closing weeks of the
session. There is a good deal of business
still to be done. We have on our Notice
Paper several Bills, in addition to the Esti-
mates; and I have still to bring down two
or three amending measures.

Mr. Munsie: Do you want to close before
Christmas9

The PREMIER: Yes. I intend to bring
down an amnadnment of the Licensing Act,
and also anl amendment of the law relating
to closer settlement. Then there will be one
or two other small Bills-a measure giving
the Agricultural Bank power to make ad-
vances to group settlements, and a Bill ren-
dering it possible to erect workers' homes in
the country prior to application. Further,
the House will be asked to consider the Loan
Estimates. I hope the House will agree to
sit oil Fridays, although I know it will be
inconvenient for nmany members, and especi-
ally for country members. However, it is
very much better to meet on Fridays and get
through our business before Christmas, than
to conme back after the New Year. To sit in
the middle of summer is most uncomfortable.
Apart from that consideration, I think that
if the House sits on Friday of this week and
of next week, we shall he able to get through
the Upper House practically the whole of our
proposals. Therefore I trust the House will
agree to meet onl the fourth day.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.43]: I
agree with the Premier that it is desirable
the work of the session should be completed
before Christmas; but I ass not certain, at
this stage at any rate, that there is need to
sit on Fridays. Ani examination of the Notice
Paper shlows that there is practically no bus-
iness. left, or that in a day or two there will
he practically no business left, except the
Estimates. Certainly, the Not-ice Paper con-
tains some Bills on which I think the House
should not waste its time, and I trust we shall
not be called upon to Consider them further.
If the House concentrates on the work which
it is desirable should be done, and on the
Bills that the Government wvish to get through,
I see no reason why we should not complete
the work before us within the next four
weeks without sitting on Fridays. Let me
point out, too, that the Government have had
practically no opposition; or I may say they
have had an Opposition that has aslsisted
them, and has not been responsible for one
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hour's delay since the session opened. The
Opposition has rendered the Government
every possible aid; and, that being so, the
Government ought to have pushed on more
rapidly during the earlier stages of the ses-
sion with the Bills which Ministers desired to
get through.

The, Premier: I cannot agree with that.
Eon. P. COLLIER: There are two very

important Bills Qwaiting consideration, one
dealing with closer settlement and the other
dealing with the licensing laws. Does the
Premier hope to get the latter through? Bills
affecting the licensing laws of the State have
always in the past been most contentious, and
it it is really desired that the proposed Bill
shall go through this session, it should have
been introduced at a much earlier stage.
What chance have we of getting it through
if we hope to rise before Christmas?

Mr. Munsie: None in life.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Members know that

Bills dealing with the licensing laws of the
State have always taken many weeks to con-
sider. To sit four days a week as is pro-
posed, will impose a very severe task on mem-
bers, especially bearing in mind that we have
for the past two or three weeks been sitting
'until midnight. It may not be so severe on
those who can devote a portion of the sitting
hours to attending to other business, but to
those members who have to sit here con-
stantly, it becomes a heavy strain. I ask the
Premier to reconsider his proposal. I am
sure memibers on both sides will endeavour
to meet the Government, and, if nteessary,
will agree to an all-night sitting or two in
order to get through the work.

The Premier: That is a cheerfnl prospect.
Hon. P. COLLIER: It may not be cheer-

ful, but .1 would prefer it to coming back
on Fridays. Personally, I do not think there
is nny need at the present stage to begin Fri-
flay sittings. I hope the Premier will decide
at oa~pe which Bills it is not proposed to go
Onl with, so that the time of the House may
not be absorbed by measures which we know
bare no chance of getting through.

Mr. TROY (-Mt. Magnet) [4.50] X agee
with the Lender of the Opposition that we
should not enter upon Friday sittings, because
such sittings will take up the time that some
bon. members require to enable them to pro-
ceed to their homes. I suggest as an alter-
native that the Premier should arrange fur
the House to meet at 2.30 on the present sit-
ting days.

The Premier: 'We have tried that without
much advantage.

Mr. TROY: If the House began its sittings
at 2.30 instead of at 4.30, we would thus have
the advantage of two additional hours daily
or six additional hours in the week, which
would make up for the Friday sitting.

Hon. P. Collier: That would be equivalent
to another sitting day.

Mr. TROY; The proposal to sit earlier
would not inconvenience members wbo have

their homes in the country to go to. I move
an amendment-

That all the words after ''that" be
struck out, and the following be inserted
in lieu:-' On the days already provided
the House shall meet for the despatch of
business at 2.30 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wed-
nesdays, and Thursdays, and shall sit until
6.15 p.m. if necessary, and, if required,
front 7.30 p.m. onwards.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon:) [4.531: It would
suit members of the Country Party to meet
at 2.80 p.m. The member for Mt. Magnet
has already stated that the additional sitting
hours would be equivalent to a Friday sitting.
At the same time I am aware that it is very
unwise to send legislation to another place on
the last day or two of the session. We do not
want a repetition of what has occurred in
the past. Complaints have come from an-
other place, and from the country as well, re-
garding the manner in which legislation has
been rushed to the Legislative Council in the
closing hours of the session.

The Minister for Agriculture: They have
had more legislation up to date this session
than they have ever had before.

Mr. HARRISON! Personally I wish this
session to close before Christmas so that we
mnay avoid having to conduct our business
here during the hot sunnier months. I think
that we can do that by agreeing to meet at
2.30), and later if necessary on Friday as
well.

Eon. T. WALKER (Ranowna) [4.551: 1
can neitlher agree -to the motion nor to the
amendment. The amendment is just as ob-
jectionable as the motion, for the specific rea-
son that we have here an exceedingly small
programme to finish in three or four weeks,
in comparison with the work that has been
before members in preceding sessions. It is
a shame to us if we can not get through this
business without extra pressure at this stage
of the session. I do not care how often we
may meet or how many hours we may sit, we
will find exactly the same position of things
at the end of the session, a number of Bills
to hold over or to be consigned to the waste
paper basket. That is unavoidable. It hap-
pens session after session. The usual thing is
for the Leader of the Government and the
Leader of the Opposition to confer and de-
finitely decide which Bills are to stand over
nd which to be dropped altogether. There

is no need for the Government to come along
with a speed-up command in order to get
through the legislation we hnve on the Notice
Paper. What Bills are there of any import-
ance that must of necessity engage the time
of another extra day a week, or two sitting
hours of each day?

The Minister for Agriculture: The Loan
Estimates.

Hon. T. WALKER: I have known the
Loan Estimates to go through in a couple of
hours. As a rule they do not take very long
because there is no necessty to debate what

1943



[ASSEMBLY.)

the Loan Estimates contain, as the subject
has already been discuissed at length on the
Estimates in chief.

The Minister for Agriculture: What is
row proposed is what we have always done.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, perhaps when
th ere have been important measures on the
programme and a factious opposition, an
opposition that has kept the House going
night after night, and all night long in some
instances. In such a ease I could understand
the Government saying, "As a penalty you
shall come back.'' Was there ever in the
history of this or any other State an Op-
rostion which more facilitated the work of
the Government than the Opposition in this
Chamber?

The Premier: It is a matter of hours.
Hon. T. WALKER: Why cannot we get

through?
Hon. W. 0. Aagwin: All the opposition

so far has come from the Ministerial benches.
Hon. T. WALKER: I can scarcely credit

that, There has been a good deal of talk on
the cross-benches but no more than was neces-
sary for the due and adequate criticism of
the measures submitted. There must be some
analysis and criticism of Government mea-
sures. Never were the Government treated
with such fairness from either side of the
House as the present Government have been.
'Yet they now ask us to sit on another night,
or, if we accept the amendment, two hours a
day extra. I would prefer the Friday sitting
rather than two hours extra daily. If we are
to have administration properly conducted, we
cannot take Ministers from their duty for
half a day.

Mr. Pickering: They cannot have too much
to do if they can be spared for two hours a
day.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is true. It must
lead to neglect of administration. We must
not be leaving things to the departmental
heads. We have had too much of this leaving
everything to the heads of departments, apart
from Ministerial responsibility. We must
avoid it if possible. WVe require Ministers at
their Posts, supervising what is necessary for
the wise and just administration of the State.

The Minister for Agriculture: Particularly
if they have to sit here util 1 o'clock in
the morning.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Opposition can-
not he, blamed for that. Some !Bills 'which
have received discussion have been important
departures. I might instance the Grain Bill
andI the Wheat Marketing Bill. They were
not entirely stereotyvped measures which
c-oul1 be passed without discussion. They
required all the knowledge, wisdom and ex-
perience that this House could contribute
to get the best solution of the prob-
lems 'the-e measures offered. Not only
are Ministers expected to be at their offices
in the afternoon; we have half-n-dozen select
committees as well as a 'Royal C!ommission
s itting. When are they to get through their
work? How are they to do0 it adequiately?
The select committes must report to Parlia-

meat or they die at the end of the session.
Yet, if we accept the amendment, we will be
depriving them of the opportunity to do their
work. it is humiliating to find the Govern-
inent, after the peaceful, placid, considerate
treatment they have received froi this side
of the House, asking for extra time to get
through what I might almost describe as the
paltry work submitted for our consideration.
There are one or two measures, I admit, es-
pecially the Licensing ]Bill, which may evoke
coasiderable discussion. When we reach
those measures, if the Premier finds it neces-
sary to devote one or two days extra in the
week to the work, good and well; but it is
not necessary to hare extra sittings now. In
answer to the remark of the Leader of the
Country Party, I say that, however much we
facilitate the Government in the way of time,
there will be measures sent up to another
place durinig the last momenta of the session.

Mr. Pickering: That is inevitable.
Mr. Harrison: Important measures should

not be sent up at that time.
Hon. T. WALIKER: If, by sitting the ex-

tra time, we conclude our work in a fort-
night, these measures will still be shovelled
into the other Chamber at the last moment
just the same. We wilt gain nothing. The
hoii. member asked. us to put on a spurt.

Mr. Harrison: I said nothing about spnrt-
Hon. P. Collier: You asked us to sit early

and late; surely that is spurting?'
Hon. T. WALKER: The lion. member

would have us speed up. He wants us to get
through. What is the meaning of what he
said if it is not that we must get through
these measures so that another place can hare
them!

'Mr. Harrison: So that we can have more
time.

Hon. T. WALKER: More delay!
Mr. Harrison: You can call it delay if you

like.
Hon. T. WALKER: What is the use of

the lion. member talking when he does not
understand the meaning of what he is trying
to convey to the House. However we speed
up, we are bound to get some measures to
another place in the last minutes of the sex-
sion, and they will have the same excuse foi
refusioig to go on with them at that late hour.
We have been going calmly along without
any special friction Anil with a helpful rather
than an opposing Opposition. Let us con-
tinue that, end if at the very end it is neces-
sary to hold other sittings, wre can do so.
Do not let us make it appear that we are
anxious to get into revess by putting exctra
duties on ourselves night after night. Men,-
hers cannot pary proper Attention to their
duties if they are here every night until 10),
11 or 12 o'clock. Three d1ays' hard work in
this Chamber is very trying. Outsiders have
no conception of the wear and. tear of this
upon hon. members.

Mr. Pickering: Hear, hear'
Hon. T. WALKER: If this extra pressure

is put upon us, the work will be slummed.



Mr. Harrison: Those who sit here night
aiter night seem the keenest in debate.

Hon. T. WALKER: Quite so; there is an
excitement arising from exhaustion, but
when people are exhausted -mentally, they not
only lose their temper but they become wan-
dering, hysterical and talkative. I have seen
the hon. member in that state of mind re-
peatedly. I want to avoid that sort of thing.
It is not the hysterics of politics we require
for the work we have to do but calm, sober,
thoughtful, informed deliberation. If we
have that, we must have a spell between the
Peess of exertion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: -Not spell, but time
to look up the work.

Hon. T. WALKER:- Time to recuperate
the nervous forces from the continuous sit-
tings here in hot weather. We are doing our
host with the work before us, but we cannot
dry our best in the middle of summer if we
have to sit here till midnight every day in
the week.

Mr. Harrison: You never do that.
The Premier: What do you want us to

do?
Hon. T. WALKER: Continue as we are

doing at present.
The Premier: Suppose we have a holiday?
H-on. T. WALKER:, We had a holiday

while the Premier went to the Cup.
The Premier: I did not go to the Cup.
Hon. T. WALKER: There was a week's

holiday for a picnic. I will not deny that
members benefited physically, mentally and
intellectually from the tour.

The Premier: Some members go to
theatres occasionally.

Hon. T. WALKER: Quite right. The
Premier should not regard as offensive my
remark that he went to the Cup. If Mtinisters
had been really attentive to their duties, some
other time when the House was in recess
would have been found for the picnic.

Mr. Pickering: What picnic?
Hon, T. WALKER: To the South-West.
Mr. Money: Why didn't you go?
Hon. 'T. WALKER: I know the South-

West. I did not feel inclined to share in
the picnic.

Mr. Pickering: It did not suit your con-
venience.

Hon. T. WALKER: I could have easily
made it convenient had I felt it my duty to
go. It is not fair to ask us to sit earlier.

The Premier: It is fair; the country has
a right to it.

Hon. T. WALKER: The country has no
right to ask members to sit here when they
are un-fit to do their work. Sitting here night
after night in the summer months unfits us
for our work. I trust the House will reject
both the amendment and the -motion.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.12]: 1
have every desire to facilitate the Government
in. the business of the House, but I 'trust
that the Premier will accept the amendment.
I quite recognise that it is our duty to sit
during the whole of the session and do our
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I speaking as a country member, I
iights in the train, three nights in

z two nights at home.
C. Angwin: You are better off

THMSN Whno etay nott Whe
THISN ono hetay ntot he.e

on. member go when hie leaves here?
dment will enable country members
to their homes for the week end,
~dditional two hours on the three
be equivalent to another day's sit-

after giving those hours a fair
I is considered, in the interests of

imess, necessary to sit on Friday as
can do so.

*eniier: It failed before.
1 J7HOMSON: It failed because seem-
A not come along. Of course, Mini-
kit to be in their offices until 4.30
eossible, but I urge the Government
pouetry members a little considera-

kecallum Smith: Suppose country
talk less.
THOMSON: We are sent here to

It is the only privilege permitted
beg the Premier to accept the amend-

FOKERING: (Sussex) [5.16]: I will
Mis Friday sittings, if only f or the
at previous experience of assembling

Irlier hour has shown that expedient
tirely unsatisfactory. Members will
lip at the earlier hour. Apart alto-
om their departmental duties, Min-

ve to devote considerable time to the
of deputations. Then there is the

of select committees and Royal Corn-
Members of those bodies have to

o their special duties, nnd so fied it
to assemble in this Chamber before

1.

,. Thomson: Let us agree to sit on
ias well, and finish up the work.

"ICKERING: To sit on Mondays
e less convenient than to sit on Frn-
'omething has been said of the discus-
,t comes from members on the cross

Those muembers have been sent here
Iss themselves to questions coming be-
SHouse, and they do so in the best
Iof the State. I have in mind a Bill

lb the member for North Perth
rested. That 'hon. member Lam-

about the attitude of the coun-
tmbers towards it. I maintain
bay gave the best attention they

that Bill. The proposed 1riday
should be sufficient to enable

,spose of the whole of the business on
;ice Paper. Members often complain
short time they have in which to get
of the various Bills. Personally, t

ten close study to measures coming be-
iHouse, and I know that this requires
table time. Too much hasty legisla-

passed in consequence of members
Ig previous attention to it. Members

s~ve some portion of each day for the
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study of Bills whiirli they will hav-c to dis-
cuss when the House meets. Many measures
remain on the Notice Paper, and a number of
others are still to come before us. I trust
sufficient opportunity will be affbrded to get
through the business on the Notice Paper.
There is altogether too much jettisoning of
businessr at the end of the session. Measures
considered worthy of inclusion on the Notice
Paper should receive full discussion.

The PRE'MIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam-on amendment) [5.20]: 1 am
no more anxious. than are other members to
sit here four days a week, but I want to see
the session closed before Christmas without
the necessity for abandoning measures on the
Notice Paper. At various times have we tried
sitting early in the day, hut it has never
been a success.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Once we tried sitting
at 10 o'clock in the morning.

The PREMIER: That was even worse
titan sitting at 2.30 p.m. It is true the Opposi-
tion this session have not obstructed in the
slightest degree any of the measures brought
down. Still, very properly, they have criticised
measures, and even strenuously opposed some.
Of course, the passing of any measure must
occupy a certain time. Even the considera-
tion of this motion takes time It would be
wrong if it were not so. We have worked
consistently well throughout the session and
passed a fair volume of business. Never be-
fore was there a session in which so little
undde time was taken up in discussion. 1
hope the House will reject the amendment
to meet at 2.30 p.m. That has been tried,
and proved to be futtue. It was an utter
failure.

Hon. P. Collier: Because members would
not come along at that hour.

The PREMIIER: I hope the member for
Mount Magnet ("Mr. Troy) will withdraw his
amendmnent. If the HouseS will pass the
motion, I will undertake that if there be any
chance at all of getting through by sitting
only three days in the week, the House shall
not be asked to sit on Fridays. It fcsts en-
tirely with lion, members. If I had my way,
I would put through all the business on the
Notice Paper this afternoon, and be done
with it. I do not wish to inconvenience mnem-
bers at all. T agree that country members
ought to be permitted to get home for week
ends. It is not expected of themn that they
should aerleet their own business altogether.
I know that sitting on Fridays will incon-
venience all members, but the business to be
done is important and we ought not to hesi-
tate about sitting an extra day if necessary
to carry through the legislation before the
House.

Hon, W. C. A'NOW1N (NXorth.East Fre-
mantle) [5.251: I hope hon. members will
not ag~ree to the amendment. It has been tried
in the past and found to be quite unsatis-
faetory'. 'Members will not attend at the
earlier hour. In consequence of the House

mneeting at an early hour, clauses of Bills
which have been passed during the after-
noon have had to be recommitted at night
to allow of further discus3sion by those who
Would act come early. I agree with the Leader
of the Opposition, that having regard to the
relatively small v-olunmc of business before us,
there is no necessity whatever for sitting on
Fridays. 'Never before has there been a
session with so little business on the Notice
Paper at this time of the year. Of course, all
Governments want to get into recess as soon
as possible.

The Premier: Don't yolk want to go fish-
ing at Christmasl

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: 'Never mind that.
The Government 'would like to get rid of
Parliament altogether. Were it not for the
Constitution Act, they would not call Par-
liamnent together at all.

The Premier: You are speaking from ex-
perience of office.

Hon, W. C. ANG WIN: No doubt the Pre-
ilier is anxious to close down the session. It
miust not be thought that the time given by
members to the business before us does not
exceed three nights a week. Of the Bills in.
troduced this session, there is only one which
I have not yet read; that is the Public
Works Commit tee Bill, which was introduced
while T was away. I go through all Bills
carefully. It takes me, not only the days on
wvhichi we sit, but all other days, including
Sundays. It has to be done if one is to get
throughl his work and analyto the legislation
brought down. We on this side have not the
Solicitor General's office to call upon, but
have to search measures for ourselves, where-
as members oni the Governnmcnt side can get
all necessary information. We have improved
ninny Bills this session as the -result of having
carefully perused theni, not while the House
is sitting-it cannot be done then-but while
the House stands adjourned. The business;
still on the Notice Paper is capable of being
fin islied up next week,

The 'Premier: Let us try to get through it
to-night.

Ron. VW. C. ANG-WTN:- There is nothing
here of great importance. Of course, if the
Licensing Bill is to he brought down, it will
take until Christmas to distribute it through-
out the State, let the people know what is in
it, and hear their verdict. We ,nust have the
verdict of the people on that Bill. We all
wanit to know the opinion of our electors in
regard to it. I can get the opinion of my
electors in the course of a few dlays, but the
memnbers for Kimberley (Mr. Duraek) and
for Kanowrn (Hon. T. Waker)-

Mr. ISPEAKER: The hon. member har]
better not discuss the Licenoing Bill at this
stage.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No, but the Pro-
miier intimated erly in the session that he'
intended to introduce it.

Mr. Davies: It will be a non-party mea-
sure.

Hon. P. Collier: But there 'will be a jolly
lot of talk on it.
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Hon. W, C. ANGWLN: I hope both the
amendment and the motion will be rejected.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes 1... .. i
Noes . -. . 29

Majority against .. 18

Avus.
Mr. Denten Mr. Stubbs
Mr. DuracR Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Heron Mr. Troy
Mr. Lutey Mr. Wilicock
Mr. Marshall Mr. Choseon
Mr. Mclallum (Teller.)

Noss.
Mr. Angelo Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Angwla Mr. Money
Mr. Boyland Mr. Monsle
'Mr. Braun 'Mr. Pickering
Mr. Carter Mr. Please
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Richardson
Mr. Collier Mr. Sampson
Mr. Corboy Mr. Simons
Mrs. Cowan mi. J. M4. Smith
Mr. Davies Mr. 3, Thomson
Mr. George Mr. Underwood
Mr. Harrison Mr. Walker
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wilson
Mr. H. K. Maley Mr. Muliany
Mr. Mann (Telter.)

Aiuendni~nt thus negatived.

Ilon. W_ 0. ANGWIN:- I move an amend-
met-

That the following words be added to
the motion, after the word ''onwards,"
''Friday, November 26th, excepted."
The PREMIER: This really means giv-ing up only one Friday. 'Members are en-

tilled to- receive some notice of this intention
to sit on Fridays and I have no objection to
the amendment being carried.

Amendment put and passed.

Question as amended put and a division
taken with the following result:-

Ayes .. . .25

Noes .. . .15

Majority for .. 10

Mr. Angelo
Mr. floyland
Mr- Broun
Mr. Cerbey
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Davies
Mr. Denton
Mr. Durack
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Lambert
Mr. H. K. Maley
Mr. Mann
Sir James Mitchell

Aress.

Mr. Money
Mr. Pickeri
Mr. Please
Mr. Rioter
Mr. Stows
Mr. 3. M.
Mr. Stebba
Mr. Teends
Mr. A. Thu
Mr. J. The

Mr. lUnden
Mr. Mulla.

Mr. Angwin
Mr. .Cbesson
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Heron
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Marshall
M1r. MeCalumi

Nose.
Mr. Montle
Mr. Simons
Mr. Troy
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wilicock
Mr. Wilson
Mr. C'Laoghlen

(Tatter.)

Question, as amended, thus agreed to.

MOTION-GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [5.40): I move-

That Government business shall take
precedence of all motions and Orddrs of the
Day on every day on which the House
meets.

There is some private business on the Notice
Paper, and I will see that members have
every opportunity of discussing those matters
in which they are interested.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.11]: I
recognise that at this stage of the session it
is usual to alt members to yield up their
rights in regard to private business, hot I
hope the Premi1r will give an assurance to
the House that two or three private Bills on
the Notice Paper will be fully discussed so
that members interested may obtain the de-
cision of the House.

The Premier: Certainly!
Hon. P. COLLIER: I1 was hopeful that

the Statute passed by tho governing authori-
ties of the University would have been laid
on the Table before now, so that we might
have an opportunity of discussing it at an
early date. The only opportunity that will
be afforded to private m~emubers of discussing
this matter will be through the medium of a
motion. I hope the Premier will give an
assurance that every opportunity for the full
discussion by the House will be given on the
question of these University fees. Upon that
undertaking I do not propose to offer any
objection to the motion.

The Premnier: I gave that undertaking the
other day.

Mr. WILLOOCK (Geraldton) [5.42]: 1

-on the Notice Paper in the way of Govern-
ment business that is of any importance, ex-
cept those items to give a few more monope-

ing lies to different institutions. or professions-
The Premier: You mean mining leases?

Caon Mr. WILLOOCK : I am pdirticularly
on anxious that the Leader of the Opposition
Smith should have an opportunity of having a full

discussion upon the Constitution Further
.1. Amendment Hill in order that it may reach
malon the Upper House as soon as possible. -If we
meon oppose this motion for a specific purpose the
rood Premier will understand that we are in earn-

ny est shout this Bill. We desire to have an
(Teger.) expression of opinion from this House, which
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is differently constituted to the House that
met when the measure was last discussed here.
I askc the Premier to give us an opportunity
to have this Bill thoroughly discussed, and
sent to another place in sufficient time for it
to be dealt with there.

Xr. M eCALLT 'M- (South Fremantle)
(5.44]: I did not catch the assurance given
by the Premier, or understand what his una-
dertaking wvas. Was it that private members'
business already on the Notice Paper wonald
be fully diseussed by the HouseI

The Premier: Yes, and it was distinctly
given.

Mr. 'McCALLTJM: I do not want to appear
to doubt the Premier's word and I whispered
to the member for Geraldton to ascertain
what the Premier had said. I want the de-
cision of this House upon the Bill that I
introduced, and if the Premier will give an
assurance that the House will have an op-
portunity of arriving at a decision upon it
I have no further objection to offer to the
motion.

lion. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [5.45]: 1
would like to emphasise the point raised by
the Leader of the Opposition and trust that
we wilt have ample opportunity to discuss
the question of fees in -connection wpith olur
university.

The Premier: r have been dealing with that
matter for the last day or two. I hope the
Statute will be before members to-morrow.

Hon. T. WALKER: So long as that is the
position, I have no objection to raise to the
motion.

The ?REMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northiam-in reply) [5.46): Naturally the
House will be given an opportunity of deal-
ing with matters brought forward by private
members, and which appear on the Notice
Paper. That is a course which is always;
followed. I hope members will realise that
the question of nniversity fees will come
before them as soon as possible and that
the House will have a full opportunity of dis-
cussing it. The Statute is before His Excel-
lency the Governor, and I hope I shall be able
to place it on the Table of the House to-
morrow. I informed the House in reply to a
question a day or two ago, that I would en-
deavour to get the Statute before Parliament
as soon as possible. As~ to other matters on
the Notice Paper, I do not mean to indicate
that I regard the Bill mentioned by the mem-
ber for Geraldton (Mr. Wilkcock) as of the
same importance as he does.

Mr. McCellum: But we d o.
The PREMIER: All the same, I promise

that there will be ample opportunity to con-
sider that measure too.

MVr. Willeock: And in ample time? That
is the trouble.

The PREMIER: I will give every mem-
ber ant opportunity of discussing the matte?.

Question put and passed.

BILL-GRAIN .

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair, the Premier in charge
of the Bill.

The CHAIR'MANX: Members will notice
that on the,' addendum to the 'Notice Paper,
there is a notice of motion by the Premier
to miove for the addition to the Bill of the
schedule which is set out and which represents
the lease to the company. This lease is open
to modification hy the Committee. Any
modifivation must be shown in a separate
clause in the Bill, after the style of the new
clause that was inserted at the instance of
the Premier and of the new clause moved by
the member for South Prmntle and tempor-
nrily withdrawn by him. Amendments can-
not be moved to the schedule, as the schedule
was completed and signed on the 31st day
of March of this year. Members have an
opportunity now of moving new clauses to
the Bill, the effect of which will be to modify
the schedule. It must be distinctly under-
stood that they cannot alter the schedule
itself hut can only move new clauses which
will have the effect of modifying the schedule.

Air. WILLOOCKI: The schedule is not re-
ferred to in the Bill. I take it that there
will have to be a new clause to deal with
that aspect. In most Bills, there is a clause
dealing with the schedule and on that clause
amendments can be moved.

The Premier: In this Bill, we must do it in
the way indicated by the Chairman.

New clause:

Mr. MeCALLUM: I move an amendment-

That a new clause be added to provide
that in paragraph (k) of Clause 2 of the
schedule "paid up capital of the company
for the time being'' be struck out and the
words ''on the amount actually paid up on
each share'' inserted in lieu.
The Premier: I agree to that.

New clause put and passed.

New clause:
'Mr. MeCALLUM1: I have two additional

sub-clauses set out on the 'Notice Paper.
The Premier: These have nothing to do

with the lease.

Mr. MeCALLUM:- Clause 2 of the schedule
sets out what the company has to do, and 1
want to provide that they shall do other
things as well.

Mir. Money: Do the subelauses modify the
clause or introduce something new!

Mr. MeCALLUR: They modify the terms
under which the leatse is granted to the com-
pany and impose new conditions.

The CHAIRMAN: If the member for
South Fremantle moves his amendment as a
new clause, it can be inserted in the Bill, if
agreed to, and the effect of that will be to
modify the schedule.
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Mr. MeGALLUM: The Premier has stated
two or three times that the Bill provides that
at any time a wheatgrower can insist upon
becoming a shareholder in the company. 1
have read throughl the Bill and I cannot
find any such provision. My intention is to
provide for such contingency.

The Premier: Move the first portion of
your proposed amendment as a separate new
clause and I think that will be agreed to.

Mr. MeCALLUMI: Very well. I move an
amiendment-

That the following new clause be added-
That the company undertakes that the
number of shares in the company which
may be held by any one person or corpora-
tion shall be limited in such manner that a
controlling interest in the company cannot
be acquired by any person or corporation.
The PREMIER: As a matter of fact, this

point is already provided for in the conm-
pany~''s articles of association.

Mr. 'MeCallum: Not too clearly.
The PREIMIER: I am assured that it is,

although I have not seen it myself, I do not
intend to object to the amendment. At the
same time, I really think we must get away
from the tendency, that is apparent among
some members, to treat these people with so
much suspicion.

New clause put and passed.

Mr. McCALLTM: I move a further
amendment-

That the following new clause be added:
-'' (ib) That it shall be a condition for
the holding of shares in the company that
the holder will surrender any shares held
by him exceeding one hundred shares at a
price equal to the amount actually paid up
on such shares, to enable other wheat-
growers who may not be shareholders in
the company to acquire shares."

The company are being granted a monopoly
for 25 years, which period actually repre-
sents a wheatgrower 's life-time. Where is
the provision of the Bill authorising any
whentgrower to demand at any time to be
admitted a shareholder in the company? 1
am unable to find it. Hence this amendment.
If all the shares in the company are taken
uip, and subsequently wheatgrowcvrs who aire
not shareholders desire to take up shares, how
can they possibly do it under the Bill as it
stands? Besides, the atticles of association,
inasmuch as they require that any shares
issued must first be offered to existing share-
holders, will tend to limit the membership.

The Premier: But anbelnuac 3 of clause
3 of the agreement provides for that matter.

Mr. 'McCALLUM: But that paragraph
does not lay down how the thing is to be
ejane. A farmer might not be content to pay
the same vrice as other farmers for the
handling of his wheat; he might want a voice
in the management of the company.

The Premier: -I do not think we need
bother about that.

Mr. McCALLUM: I hold the contrary
opinion. What is going to be the position of
new wheatgrowers?

The Premnier: The company can increase
their capital.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Only if the existing
shareholders desire to do so. That matter will
rest entirely with those actually holding the
company 's shares at the time.

'Mr. Macallum. Smith: There are still
1,350,000 unissued shares,.

Mr. McCALLUM: Yes; there are now.
But what about the future?

'The Premier: Your proposal would mean
that the shares would] be rendered valueless
fromt time to time.

Mr. 'MeCALLIU -Nothing of the kind.
There is no use talking that Way. The share-
holders in this company arc to be granted a
monopoly. There is nothing to compel the
company even to issue -the shares now un-
issued. The company may sit back and say,
"We do not want any more capital."

Mr. Macallum Smith:. There must ha
some finality. It is not an unlimited company.

Mr. 'McCALLUM: If a monopoly is to be
granted, every wheatgrower should have the
opportunity of coming into the company. If
a man has over 100 shares in a company
holding a monopoly, surely it is not unreason-
able to ask him to surrender some of his
100 odd shares in the maniner I propose. I am
seeking to encourage the new wheatgrower,
for whom no man in the country has more
responsibility than the Premier has.

Mr. Matallum Smith: Suppose a man
had held shares for 10 years without getting
a. dividend; why should he afterwardse he com-
peled to hand some of them over to some-
bo dy else?

Mr. MeCALLUM: Because every other
wiieatgrower is equal, in the eyes of the
State, to any wheatgrower holding shares in
the company. The whole of the argument of
the Premier haa been that this Bill does not
propose a concession to individuals but a con-
cession for the purpose of develoning the en-
tire wheat growing industry. If this is to
be, in fact, a con cession to individuals, the
whole ease for the Bill falls to the ground.

Mr. Macalumn Smith: You want to wreck
the Bill.

Mr. McCALL UM: I am prepared to give
any one holder 100 shares which cannot be
interfered wvith.

M.%r. Macallumi Smith: He might hold his
shares for 10 years without gettinir any divi-
dead. Indeed, it is very likely that he will
do so.

Mr. MeNtCALLUM:- Can it be logically
argued that newcomers ought not to have the
Op IOrtunity of taking up shares and exercis-
ing some influence in the management of the
Pompany? If the spirit of co-operation is to
be observed, there Should be no itmit as re-
gords the number of shareholders. Really,
however,, this is a limitedI liability company
and not a co-operative company. It is a
serious thing to ask a Parliament to grant a
monopoly; but this Parliament is getting
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quite into the habit of granting monopolies;
so much so that all safeguards are opposed.
If my amendment cannot be accepted, surely
some other provision can be devised to attain
the end in diew.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.J0 p.m.

Mr. McCALLIZI: I have no desire to labour
the point. There are two contributing fac-
tors to the opposition to my proposal. The
first comes iron, the spokesman of the com-
pany, the member for North Perth, wVIo de-
clares that my proposal is Unreasonable, that
it cannot be carried out by the company. It
is also suggested that what I propose is al-
ready provided for in paragraph (b), wvhicli
reads: ''Any grain grower shall have the
right at any time to acquire shares in the
company on the same terms and conditions
as the original shareholders.'' How can that
possibly be carried out except by a proposi-
tion such as I am putting forward? If -the
company attempts to block new growers com-
ing in and acquiring shares, they will lay
themselves open to an action, and I should
think that in their own interests they would
seek to protect themselves by having em-
bodied in the Act some such proposal as I
am making. Those who are arguing that it
is already in the Bill are answered by the
attitude adopted by the Premier and the
member for North Perth. If the suggestions
I have outlined are not accepted by the com-
pany, how will the company carry out that
provision. If a grower requires shares, ac-
cording to that paragraph, he must get them.

Mr. Mfeahum Smith: You are holding
up the Bill, that is all.

Mr. MeCAILLUM: There are two conflict-
ig ideas, and if the truth were known the

reason of the opposition to my suggestion is
that it is something new and is not easily
adopted by such companies. T want to know
what the position will be when a million and
a half shares are taken up. I am considering
the interests of the grower who wants to come
in at a later stage. Hle may see that the
company are making a muddle of bulk hand-
ling and he may want to have a voice in the
management of the concern,' flow will he
do it'?

The Premier: Everybody is protected.
Mr. McCALLTJM: How arc new shares

going to he acquired when a million and a
half have been taken up9 The Premier has
not been able to answer that.

The Premier: You will not give me a
chance.

Mr. Machalum Smith: What are you go-
ing to do after all the shares in the Labour
Daily have been taken up?

Mr. MeCALLUM: The labour movement
never has approached Parliament and asked
for a monopoly. When that day comes I
will desert the Jabou r movement. We have
been able to stand up despite misrepresenta-
tion, abuse and maligning from our oppon-
ents, and we have lived through it without a
special Act of Parliament. This Bill con-

fers special privileges upon a few wheat
growers, and I have pointed out that the very
articles of the company nwill mean that, as
years go on, shares will be in fewer hands,
and the younger men will have no oppor-
tunity of acquiring shares. I have no per-
sonal interest in the matter.

Mr. 'Mann: Have you read Clause s of the
agreement?

Mr. -Mc('ALLUM N: That clause deals with
disputes and provides that they shall be re-
ferred to the Arbitration Court. It is a
clause which is usually found in most con-
tracts, hut that will not prevent serious liti-
gation arising in connection with other mat-
ters.

Mr. 'Mac-Calluin S'MITH: The hion. mem-
ber wants to know what the company will do
in order to carry out its obligations under
paragraph (1) of the agreement, which states
that any grain grower shall have the right at
any time to acquire shares on the same ternms
nd conditions as the original shareholders.
We are 'lot going to do it in the way
the lion, member proposes, because to
my mind that would be a most oh-
jectionable and unfair way. Assume
that the present shareholders hav-e been
out of their money for say ten years.
It is quite likely that it will take that period
before the Company will be a paying concern.
The hon. member suggests that after this
period, anybody who has stood out during the
ten years whilst the original shareholders
have been doing all the pioneering work and
running all the risk-that any Tom, Dick, or
Harry who imagines he is a graingrower, and
others who eomeo along and demand shares,
should have the right to do so. Under the
lion. member's proposal the existing share-
holders will be compelled to sell their
shares-

Mr. McCallum: Over 100.
Mr. Mlae~allon, SMITH: -shares that

might be worth 25s. or 30s., and after the
holders of these shares have been out of
their money for ten years or more.

Mr. McCallum: 'Phis clause says they must
be available at the original price.

Mr. Mlacallum SMITH: The authorised
capital of the company amounts to a million
and a half. 'We must have some limit, and
the promoters of the company are of the
opinion that a million and a half was a
reasonable amount to 11rOVide for all future
requirements. Up to date we have issued
something like 200,000 shares and that hasl
been done after a most exhaustive canvass
in the wheat belt, eontrolled by the port of
Premantle. That represents somhething like
75 per cent, of the wheat growers of West-
en Australia.

'.%r. McCallum: You have got only £15,000
from 75 per cent of the wheat growers!

-.%r. Macalum SMITH: The lion. mem-
ber has stressed that point until we are tired
Of it. He forgets to say that the £15,000 is
cash that the shareholders have paid. They
applied for shares and gave orders to deduct
the application and allotment money from
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their wtheat dividends, and until the wheat
dividends are paid that money will not be
received by the company. The £15,000 is
really money which shareholders have paid in
advance. There was no need for them to
do so, butl they have faith in the prospects
of the company.

Mr. 'McCallum: I like the way you put it.
Mr. Macallum SMITH: That is the ex-

act position of the company. They have un-
dertaken to pay these shareholders interest on
the money so advanced. The promoters were
of opinion that 1V. million shares would be
sufficient for all requirements and, notwith-
standing the most exhaustive canvass extend-
ing over two years or more, we have been
able to get only 200,000 odd shares taken up
in the Fremantle zone. As the company de-
velops, more capital will be required, and
shares will be placed in the Giraldton, Bun-
bury, and Albany districts; but I am quite
certain that for the next 10 years, we will
not have anything like the remaining 1,300,000
shares taken up. The lion, member need not
worry about that. If the milion and a half
shares are taken up and the company are
compelled to issue shores to an intending
shareholder, the capital will have to be in-
creased whether we require additional capital
or not. If we do not want the capital, we
will simply issue one share. Each shareholder
irrespective of whether he holds the mnximumn
number of .5,600 shares or only one share,
has only one vote. There is no possibility
of any individual controlling more than one
vote. It is unreasonable to expect any holder
of stock, after taking all the risks for 10
years or perhaps more, to hand over his
Shares at the actual cost.

Mr. lkeCallum: There is no difference be-
tween my proposal and the schedule.

Mr. Mlacallum SMITH: Under the bon.
member 's proposal, any person holding more
than 100 shares will he compelled to sell the
surplus at the actual cost. That- is a most
unreasonable proposition. There is no need
for it, There is ample provision for the
company to issue shares when called upon.

Mr. HARRISON: I would like your ruling,
Mr. Chairman, on the point that the amend-
ment is not a modification, but will increase
the obligations of the shareholders of the
company.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You can increase any-
thing in a Bill.

Mfr. HARRISON: I question whether the
amendment can be regarded as a modification.
Iteis a distinctly new element which the hon.
member is seekimg to introduce into the
schedule.

The Premier: I do not think that.
Mr. HARRISON: I do. We are asked to

compel shareholders having more than 100
shares to part with the surplus at actual cost
at any time a wheat grower who has stood
out for years wishes lo come in. This will in-
pose a monetary obligation on the sharehold-
ers, because they will have lost interest on
their capital outlay. I question whether the
amendment is permissible under the Standing
Orders.

The CHAIRMAN: I rule that the amend-
iment of the member for South Fremantle is
Perfectly in order.

Mr. ANGELO: Ostensibly, the object of
the member for South Fremantle is to look
alter the interests of grain growers who may
wih to deal with the company in future.
Paragraph (1) of the schedule gives the new-
coinor a right to become a shareholder until
the capital is fully subscribed, and afterwards
the company may increase their capital. There
is one point with regard to the grain grower
who does not wish to become a shareholder
hut wishes to enjoy the benefits of the eorn-
play. Paragraph (1) provides that after
the payment of eight per cent., the profits
shall be distributed amongst the members of
the company. What does 4'member'' meant
Surely a shareholder. If this is so, this pro-
vision is not in keeping with the remaining
provisions. Surely any surplus profit should
be distributed amongst the grain growers on
the basis of the quantity of grain delivered
by themn to the company.

The C'HAIRMAN: What portion of the
amendment are you dealing with?

Mr. ANGELO: This affects the interests
of all grain growers.

The CHIAIRMAN: We cannot get away
from the question before the Chair, namely,
the amendment of the hon. member for South
Fremantle.

Mr. TROY: On a point of order, I under-
stand that the Premier has moved the inser-
tion of a: new schedule.

The CHAIRMAN: I1 pointed out that the
schedlule cannot be amennod. It is not before
the Committee, but for the convenience of
members it is being considered in order to
allow of its being modified by the insertion
of new paragraphs.

Mr. TROY: If it is reasonable to move
an amendment to modify the schedule, is it
not equally reasonable to move an amend-
ment in terms of the schedule?

The CHAIRMAN: The question now be-
fore the Chair is to insert the subelause
moved h-v the member for South Fremantle.

'-%r. %ROY: Can the schedule then he
dealt with?

The CHAIRMIAN: Yes, in its turn.
The PREMIER: I hope the lion. member

will not persist in his amendment. He asks
me to any whether a manl in 10 years' time
will be able to buy a share and so benefit
by the distribution of surplus profitV.

Mr. McCallum: After the -1% million
shares are taken up.

The PREMIER: The lion, member is wor-
rying himself unnecessarily. ; It will be very
difficult to get the 1% million shares taken
up in that period. If a greater number
should happen to be applied for, the com-
pany must have more capital and so issue
more shares. To say to the public "You
must not apply for more than 100 shares,
and if you hold those shares for some years
without getting anything in return and, if
then the shares become of value, you must
surrender them at the price you paid for
them,'' is I think, altogether wrong. The
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wheat grower is amply protected. The corn-
panay must provide with shares any man who
applies for thares. If the company fail in
that respect the lease can be cancelled. it
is not right to suppose that the company
have a monopoly of the handling of wheati.
They merely have a monopoly of the hand-
ling of wheat in bulk. For a long time to
come it will be handled in bags. Indeed one
can continue handling it in bags for all time.
I want to see the Bill go through in workable
shape. If we are to limit to 100 the number
of shares which a farmer may hold, there will
be great trouble in raising the necessary capi-
tal. Not all the farmers of the State are
shareholders. The company would be glad
to have them all. The ban. member is con-
erned about the farmer who may want to
come in later. I can assure the hon. member
that such a am is amply protected. The
company must live up to its agreement, the
provisions of which are very drastic in their
protection of the wheatgrowers.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The intention of
the member for South Fremantle (Mr. Me-
Callum) has been overlooked by the Premier.
It has been frequently impressed upon us
that this is a wheatgrowers' company.

The Premier: So it is.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Seeing that a

monopoly is being given to this wheatgrowers'I
company for a period of 25 years, the hon.
member for South Fremantle desires to see
that it shall continue to be a wheatgroivers'
company. There is such a thing as the water-
ing of stock. Then, wvhen the thing becomes
a profitable undertaking, the original share-
holders can subscribe the full amount
of capital and so debar others f rom
coining in. After all the shares have been
taken up, no power in the world can
force the company to allot further shares
which do not exist. The member for South
Fremantle -wishes to be sure that this will be
a farmers' company for all time. Ten or
twelve years hence this may be a paying pro-
position. Then the full capital will be sub-
scribed by the shareholders, and outside
farmers will be denied shares. That is what
the member for South Fremantle wishes to
provide against. The member for North
Perth (Mr. Maiclallurn Smith) was nearly
right when he said that about 75 per cent.
of the wheat will come into the Fremantle
zone.

Mr. Troy: About 60 per cent.
Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: In 19119-20 it wvan

nearly 75 per cent.
Mr. Troy: That is not a test of the future.
Hon. WV. C. ANQWIN: No one can say what

it will be 10) years hence. I, too, would like
an assurance that the company will remain a
wvheatgrowers' company.

Mr. LsAMBERT: The objection raised by
thep member for South Fremantle can be easily
overcome. If there be a desire to kctp this
a purely co-operative concern, three condi-
tions are essential. First, no shares should
be issued in lieu of accumulated cash reserve;
secondly, there should be a limit to the de-

visible profits; and, thirdly, Parliament
should have the right to review the position
of the company and order an increase of
capital in proportion with the increase in the
number of wheatgrowers, or with the Increase
in the aggregate yield. Would the hon. meni-
her agree to that?

Mr. Machalum Smith: It is not necessar..
Mr. LAMBERT: There must be some safe-

guard. It is not fair that the danger feared
by the member for South Fremantle should be
allowed to continue. Parliament, which gives
the desired monopoly, should have the right
to review the position of the company and
order the company to increase its capital.
That would overcome the objection raised.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is al-
ready provided for.

Mr. LAMBERT: Where?
The Minister for Agriculture: In paragraph

(1).-
Mr. Machafum Smith, You want to choke

the company with all sorts of absurd restric-
tions.-

M~r. LAMBERT: Paragraph (1) is a very
different thing. With the expansion of our
wheat areas we hope that the acreage under
wheat will also be increased. In five or 10
years' time the whole of tho capital may be
taken up by the present wheat growers in the
State.

Mr. Macallum Smith: And the company
would he compelled to issue extra shares.

-Mr. LAMBERT: Shares cannot be issued
beyond the capital of the company.

Mr. Jartcallum Smith: The capital must
he increased.

Mr. TLAMB3ERT: There is no provision
giving Parliament the right to direct the
company to increase its capital.

Mr. Macallumn Smith: Parliament will
have the right to cancel the agreement.

Mr. IjAMBERT: This concern cannot pay
for many years. Unless Parliament has tlht-
right to direct that the capital of the com-
pany shall be increased, the stipulation that
anyone can acquire shares is of no use what-
ever.

Mr. Money: The company runs the risk
of losing its lease.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is not stipulated.
Mr. Money: If the company does not keep

its covenants to give shares to the sharehold-
ers, it loses its lease.

Mr. LAMBEfRT: So long as there are
shares available, but the company may say it
has issued all its shares. Most members o
this side of the'lHouse are with the farmers
in their desire tQ run their business on co-
operative lines, but feel that this shouldl only
be done with reasonable safeguards to the
gem cal community. There should he qome
lrivision giving Parliament the right to re-
view the operations of the company to see
that they are giving c-o.perative services to
the wheat growers of the State, and to ensure
that the full fructions of co-operation shall
1
,t provided for. Parliament could then dir-
et that the company shall increase its share
capital if necessary. This is not a harassing
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stipulation, and would not endanger the
standing of the company.

.Mr. Macallum Smit: Look at the second
last word in paragraph (1) of the agreement.
We have to issue shares to any applicant,
that is to any grath grower, on the same
terms as they were issued to the original
shareholders.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the 1%4 million odd
shares had all been allotted, there would be
no wore shares to be issued.

Mir. McCalltum Smith: The company is
bound hand and foot.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the member for North
Perth is prepared to put in some such pro-
vision--

Mr. Mac~alluni Smith: He is prepared to
drop the scheme instead. That is what will
happen.

Mr. LAMBERT: That threat may break
me down, in my ultimate negotiations with
the hon. member, but will not prevent me from
reasoning with him at this moment. I feel
that, although the company may have diffi-
culties in its initial stages, Western Australia
will ultimately make good as a wheat produc-
ing State. I appeal to the member for North
Perth to agree to the embodiment of a pro-
vision along the lines suggested.

Mr. Maecallum Smith: We have given
sway enough already.

Mr. TROY: I do not propose to support
the member for South Fremantle in his
amendment because, in my opinion, it would
be unfair. He suggests that the shareholders
who have taken upon themselves the responsi-
bility of financing thei r scheme and taking
the risk of carrying it to a successful issue,
shall be compelled to divide their shares
among others who would not take the risk at
the inception. I am not a shareholder my-
self and I. do not think that I should come
in under any such amendments.

*Mr. Mcallumn: You have to do that under
paragraph (1).

Mr. TROY: I admit that the people who
are shareholders to-day, may not be the
wheat growers of the future, hut there should
be another way of getting over the difficulty.
I favour the suggestion pitt forward by the
member for Gascoyne, whose desire is that
the farmers of the future shall not be de-
barred from the profits.

Mr. Angelo: That would be, after the
preferential shareholders had received their
dues.

Mr. TROT: As this company is being
given a monopoly and as many farmers who
may desire to take up shares "will not be able
to do so, once the capital is fully suhscribgd,
I think the word ''members'' appearin-' in
paragraph (I) should be altered to read
''grain growers.'' Under that provision, after
the shareholders have received 8 per cent., the
grain growers will get their profits as well.

Mr. Angelo: The shareholders will pet
their percentage of the profits, if they are
grain growers.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: The Bill does not pro-
vide for that.

The CHAIRMAN: It will be open for the
Ion. member to move for the addition of a
new clause to deal with that aspect.

Mr. TROY: In view of the fact that the
company has asked Parliament to give it a
monopoly, on the understanding that they .dll
only ask 8 per cent, for their shareholders,
and further, in view of the contention that
the business is in the interests of the rain
growers of the State, we should provide that
the grain growers shall have the profits over
andi above that 8 per cent.

Air. Machalum Smith: Every grain grower
can become a shareholder.

Mr. TROY: I do not agree that that in
provided for. It is only fair that the grain
growers should receive the benefit of profits
resulting from the handling of the commnodi-
ties they produce. The company will be
given a monopoly for a period of 25 years.

Mr. Machalun Smith: We will still have
to compete with the bagging system.

Mr. TROY: Parliament has given the com-
pany that right on the understanding that it
wvill be a co-operative concern. How is it
possible for other farmers to get shares in
the company after the full amount of the
capital is subscribedl

Air. Macallum Smith: By increasing the
capital of the company. We are compelled
to do that under the latter porton of para-
gianh (1).

Mr. TROY: That is not so. Where desn
it provide that the company must issue the
shanres?

r. acu Sit:How can we pro-
vide themt with shares, unless we issue them?

Mr. TROY: I consider that the existing
provision means that the shareholders who
come in before the full amount of the capital
i:3 subscribed, will come in inder the same
terms as the original shareholders. I cannot
see any provision, however, that will compel
the company to issue further capital to enable
other grain growers to come in.

Mr. MONEY: Paragraph (1) is perfectly
cear. It provides that after the dividend of
8 per cent, has been paid, the balance will be
distributed amongst the members of the *omn-
puny on the basis of the grain delivered by
them. If members do not deliver grain, they
will not participate in the balance of those
profits. The paragraph makes it perfectly
clear that any grain grower in Western Aus-
tralia participating in the bulk handling
scheme, has a right to acquire shares from the
comnany. There is no doubt on that point.
It is ar~rud that the company may not carry
out what it has undertakcen to do, that the
company has already issued shares and will
not take steps to issue more capital in order
to allow other people to take shares as well.
That is entirely wrong. The co-npany is
hound to carry out the covenants in the lease.
TI is provided in Clause 8 that if the company
fails to observe all or any of their covenants
the lease can be forfeited. There is provision
under the Companies Act to enable the com-
pany to apply for the right to increase their
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capital if it is necessary' to provide that capi-
tal, so that extra shares may be issued.

lion. W. C. Angwin: Suppose the company
does 'lot want the capital. Is it compelled
to issue it?

Mr. MONEY: Undoubtedly. The lease
will be liable to forfeiture if the company
does not do that.

lon. W. C2. Angwin : No court would agree
to such an application.

Mr. MONEY: The company must take
every reasonahle step to c-arry out the coy-
enalt.

Boa. W. C2. Angwin: No court wvould com-
pcl a company to take capital that was not
required.

11r. MONEY: The capital would be re-
quired if a person desired to take up shares,
after the cap~ital had been fully subscribed.
I have no hestitation in saying that the com-
pany would be compelled to provide sbares
applied for in that manner.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: The court would say
that as the company did not require any more
funds, they would] not be justified in granting
any such application.

Mr. MONEY: There is no doubt that the
company will have to do all in its power to
carry out the covenants of the lease.

fBi,. W. C2. Angwin: The Executive Coa-
oil would consider that the company had clone
it3 best under the Act if it did not require
the money.

Mr. MONEY: It is clear that it an ap-
plication were made to compel the company
to issue share;, it would he granted. I have
been informed that if it will satisfy those
who object to this aspect, provision can be in-
serted in the lease that, if it is necessary to
supply shares, the company will agree to in-
crease its capital in order to supply the shares
as requested from time to timc. T am atis-
fied, however, that such a provision would
not be necessary. It has been said that the
lease is not forfeitable because there is pro-
vision for matters being referred to arbitra-
tionl. That is not the position. If there is a
breach of the covenant alleged, which is dis-
puted by the comupany, the only question that
will go to arbitration is as, to whether a
breach has beent committed. After all, the
arbitration would represent a court of law
on the question of fact. 7f the court found
that a [)reach hadl been, committed, the lease
would be forfeitable. The company would
not risk the forfeiture of a million of capital
for the sake of Issuing a few additional
shares.

Mr. Macallun, SMITRI: I have a sugges-
tion to offer which may ovecrcome the objec-
tion of hon. members opposite. it is to add to
the Bill a new clause providing that the
company shall increase its capital fron, time
to time to provide any shares applied for as
specified.

.Mr. MeCALLUrM: It has been argued that
my amendment is unfair because it means,
that some holders may have to surrender
to newcomers shares on which for years they

may not have received any dividends. Clause
2 of the agreement, however, by paragraph
(1) provides for that very thing.

Mir. Mnd'alluma Smith: But not as regards
the shares of other shareholders.

Mr. Mr('AbLjUM: That is one of the con-
ditions under which the lease is granted. The
question under consideration it, not merely
one of dividing the spoils, but of having a
share in the management of the company, and
this latter is the vital point. If that diffi-
culty could be overcome, objection could logic-
ally be raised to my amendment. The Pre-
tuier and the member for North Perth say
that this will be done and that that will be
done; but how con they speak for what the
company's drectorate will do in 25 years'
time?

The Premier: Will not the suggested
amendment of the mjember for North Perth
meet your wishesl

Mr. McCAILIUM: That anmendmnent re-
presents an unfair load for the company to
carry, because the company might not be able
to use the additional capital.

Amiendmnent put and negatived.

Mnr ANGELO: I move an amendment-
That the following new clause be added

to the Bill:- 'Paragraph (1) of clause 2
of the agreement is surended by the striking
out of the words 'its members' and the
insertion of 'the grain-growerit' in lieu.''

The need for co-operation among the grain
growers was the slogran with which the Gov-
ernment introduced the Bill, and repre-
sented one of the arguments in favour of
giving the company a monopoly for 25 years,
subject to a limitation of dividends to 8 per
cent. Any additional profits, we were told,
would go to the grain-growers. Butl the para-
graph referred to means that the surplus pro-
fits will be divided among shareholders who
are grain-growers.

.Mr. Macallum Smith: Yes, oij the basis
of wheat delivered to the elevators If the
grain-grower dloes not come in, surely be
should not be entitled to share in the profits.

Mr. ANGELO: Some of the grain growers
might not have the money' to come in. To
the contention that n.y amendment is against
the company's interests, the reply is that a
pros4pective share of surplus profis would re-
ptresent an inducement to grain-growers who
are not shareholders to deal with the company.
The principle is on all-fours with a principle
obtaining in the conduct of a stork-dealing
-omnpany with wh~ich I am connected. Ac-
cording to the agreement as it stands, the
intention is to retain any profits above 8 per
tent, for distribution among shareholders who
are grain-growers.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: On a point of
order, paragraph (e) of Subelause 2 of Clause
.3 of the Bill, which has already been passed,
makes a provision almost identical in terms
with that proposed by the amendment of the
msember for Gascoyne.

The CHATIWhAN: The point of order
raised by the member for North-Eas-t Pre-
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mantle is clear and distinct. I caninot accept
the amendment of the member for Gascoyne,
a it is identical- with a provision already
passed.

Mr. PICKERING: I ask your ruling, Mr.
Chairman, no to whether it would be possible
to amend the interpretation clause so that a
member of the co-operative company would
mean a grain-grower.

The CHAIRMAN: The Bill can be re-
committed for that purpose. Such an amend-
mient cannot be moved at this stage.

Schedule put and passed.
Postponed Clause 19:
The PREMIER: I move an amendment-

That Subelause 2 be struck out.
The subelause refers to the personnel of the
board, two members of whom it was pro-
vided. should be nominated by the wheat-
groiiers, one by the Perth Chamber of Corn-
mierce, and one by the directors of -the com-
pany.

.Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 20:

Hon. W, C. ANOWIN: I move an amend-
met-

That the following subelause be added:
''No member of the boa-rd or the secre-

tary or any officer shall directly or ia-directly deal in or be financially interested
in grain, nor hold any interest in any
grain elevator or warehouse or partner-
ship, corporation or business engaged in
the grain trade or in the transportation or
storage of grain.

I had also intended to provide that each
member or officer of the board should sub-
scribe to an oath of office. I do not, however,
intend to move that.

The PREMIER: I do not know what the
lion. member's object is. He seems to want
to adopt everything that is in force in Can-
ada.

Hon. IV'. C. Aagwin: If I did you would
have a far bigger Bill.

The PREMIER: Does the lion. member
seriously object to a wheatgrower becoming
a member of the board? The board would
have certain duties apart from msnaging the
elevator sygtem. If the hion. member will
alter the amiendmient to provide that a maj-
ority shall not be interested, I -will accept
it.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The board have to
see fair play between the company and their
customers and between the buyers and sellers
of wheat. They have to appoint officers to
issue certificates carrying the hall mark of
the Government for all wheat sold and seat
overseas. The board will not give satisfac-
tion by a long way. In Canada, where they
had a similar board of three commissioners,
there were grievances between the elevator
compaies and the farmers and another board
bed to be appointed to consider appeals

against the decisions of the eotnnmisaiolier5.
The amendment would make for smoother
working for the company and for the far-
mier.

Mr. Maechlum. Smith- You should have
on the board men who knew something about
rain.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Quite so, and there
are many such mien who are not financially
interested in grain. There are some in the'
Government departments, in my opinion, sec-
ond to none in the State.

The Premier: They must know nothing
about wheat or the handling of wheat.

Ron. W. 0. ANGWEN: The amendment
does not say so; it says they must not be
financially interested in grain. If the Gov-
erment had accepted a beard of three, it
would have been less expensive. Most of the
disputes that will arise will be between the
company and the wheatgrowers.

Mr. Harrison: You must hare on the board
men with technical knowvledge.

Hon W. C. ANGWIN: There are plenty
such men who are not wheatgrowers. I accept
the Premier's suggestion.

The PREMIER: I move-

That the amendment be nnrnded by
striking out "no member"' and inserting
the words "not lass than three of the mem-
hers.''
Amendment on amendment put and passed;

the amendment, as amended, agreed to; the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Postponed Clause 41-Regulations:
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move an amend-

met-
Tbat paragraph (a) of Subelnuse 2 be

struck out.

This paragraph is now unnecessary.

Amendment put and pnssed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments,

ANXUAL ESTIMATES, 1921-22.
In Committee of- Supply,

Resumed from 15th November; Mr, An-
gelo in the Chair.

Department of Mines; Hon 3. Seaddan,
Minister. (The Colonial Seretary in charge
of the Estimates.)

Vote-Miees, £E67,738:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hot. F.
T., Broun-Beverley) [9.343: This task would
give me greater pleasure if I could show
that there had been an increase instead
of a decrease in the output of gold. In this
State mining is a most important industry.

Mr. Troy: We -rarely hear it mentioned.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It has
played a very important part in the devel-
opment of the State. I remember the dis-
covery of the goldfields. The population in
this State was then very small. With the
opening up of the golilields the population
increased and, as a result, what other indus-
tries thle State bad became very active. At
that time even agriculture was of but little
account. We had difficulty in getting rid of
our produet4 from tile soil. I hope the time
may come when mining will again play an ac-
tire part in the development of the State.
The total mineral production, other than gold
and coal, to 31st July last was valued at
£7,707.987; and for the seven months ended
July £69,999. The total production of gold
to the end of September was valued at
£145,053,769. The total production of coal'
to 30th September was £,2,970,118, and during
1920, £350,346-an increase of £79,991 over
the preceding year. The total number of
menl employed in the industry in 1919 was
8,346, and in 1920, 8,496-an increase of
150. The men employed in gold mining de-
accuased by 155; but those engaged in mining
coal and other minerals increased by 305.
During 1920 Western Australia produced
44.29 per cent, of the total output of gold
for the Commonwealth, Papua and New Zea-
land. For the year ended December, 1920,
the value of the gold production of the State
was £2,624,427, dxclusive of the gold prem-
ium, which was £974,504, or a total of
£3,598,931. Fo the six months ended June,
1921, it amounted to £1,064,641. The gold
premium was £273,613-a total of £1,338,254;
and for the three months ended September,
£635,074, exclusive of the gold premium,
which, of course, is not yet knowni. The de-
crease in 1920 was the result of lessened
outputs from all goldfields except Coolgar-
dlie, Peak Hill, Pilbara and East Coolgardie.
The last-named field, w-hence comes over 50
per cent, of the State's yield, increased its
output by 4,441 ounces. The decrease in gold
in 1920 was somewhat compensated for by
an increased copper production to the value
Of £15,000); arsenical and pyritic ores, £:6,600,
and an increase in export of lead, silver lead
and pig lead to the value of nearly £102,'000.
The value of asbestos produced was £5;800,
and mining for this mineral is very active,
some good deposits at Nullagine and elsewhere
on the Pilbara field being vigorously opened
up. Recently a prospector brought uinder the
Minister's notice the existence of very prom-
ising beds in the West Pilbarn field, and one
of the geological staff was despatched to re-
port on them all, with a view to deciding
how best to he$b the development of this in-
dustry. Unfortunately the drop in market
prices for the base metals has given a cheek
to activities. Considerable interest is being
evinced at the moment in the search for oil;
and reports of its occurrence have been re-
ceived from a concession in the Smith of the
State, anti also from two areas in Kimberley.
Enforturately the analysis of the former has
not revealed anything of a satisfactory
nature; but more favourable indications have

been disclosed in samples which have been
treated fromn Kimberley. A xinaiderable
number of licenses, embracing a very big area,
are held, giving the holders the exclusive right
to search for mineral oil on Crown lands,

Mr. Underwood: What number of licenses?
The COLONIAL SE('RETARY: T cannot

say. Practically the whole of the State is
taken up with these licenses.

Mr. 'Mann: Has anything been done on
thle leases?

The COLOINIAL, SECRETARY, Yes. Of
courme if those who have taken the licenses
doa not comply with the Act and the regula-
tions, they will be made to forfeit. Naturally
they mtust he given a certain time in which
to prepare for thcir operations and raise
money for thle purpose of prospecting. It is
impossihe for thenm to dto that without capi-
tal. They will report to the department with-
in a certain time, and if their operations are
not satisfactory to the department the licenses
c-an be cancelled.

'Mr. Mfann: Is there any limit to the area
which they can take up?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No, not
for a license. The dividends paid by mining
companies during the eight months ended
31st August totalled £176,858; and the
total dividends paid to the same date
amounted to £27,985,605. The Govern-
ment are fully seized of the necessity
for action in checking, if possible, the
(olltinuedl decrease in the gold output, and
assistauce to prospecting has been continued.
This is no"' tinder the supervision of a pro-
spec-ting board comprised of representatives
oz the various Mining bodies, the Returned
Suldiers' Association, and certain executive
officers of the 'Mines Department. The cen-
tral bocard is assisted by the advisory board,
whicl, sits at Kalgoorlie, and arrangements
are being completed for the establishment of
additional advisory boards, to sit at other
mining centres. Since thle board's inception
it has as-'isted 236 parties of prospectors, and
at the present moment there are 82 approved
parties in various parts of the State. Ives'
Find is the only discovery of any note made
by a prospector assisted by the board, but
other prospectors report hopefully of other
dliscoveries mnade by them. When appointing
thle prospecting hoard the Minister requested
mem~bers to submit a recommendation as to
wNhat action might be taken in regard to pro-
specting, supplementary to, or in substitution
orC, what "as already being done. The board
n-commended the continuance of the assist-
once being given, anti, further, that prospect-
ors should be granted supplies of rations to
enable them to remain in the field. The
hoard also submitted a scheme for the pro-
mpeeting of the State's mnetalliferous areas,
but for financial and other reasons this has
not be.in adopted in full,

Mr. t'orboy: They are doing good work
with wvhat they have got.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A tuodi-
fled schseme, covering portion of the original
scheme, and providing for the systematic pro-
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specting of a specified area by a party of
approved men under the leadership of an
experienced and qualified leader, will be
launched shortly.

Mr. Teesdale: Will there be any work done
up North, do you think?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This will
operate over the whole State, but owing to
the lack of money the area over which the
operations wvill be conducted must of neces-
sity be limited. Boring operations to prove
the existence of coal measures at Wilga and
Irwin River have recently been completed,
and the results to date are very eneouragin,;.
Advances for development in mining are be-
ing continued in nil cnses where there ap-
pear to be reasonable chances of success.
The advances for the year ended 30th June
last amounted to £35,206; whilst for the year
ended 30th June, 1920, the amount was
£25,024, and the average for the three years
previous to this was £22,917-indicating a
considerable increase in assistance granted
during the last two years. Assistance has
beet, rendered in every case in which the pro-
fessional officers have been able to recommend
that there was a reasonable prospect of sue-
cess. The policy with regard to State bat-
teries has been continued, and at the present
moment there are 28 operating, this number
working 175 head of stamps. The cap'ital
expenditure on State batteries to the end of
1920 was £384,577, and the loss on working
was £.91,700. The total valve of the output
from the inception of these batteries to 30th
July is estimated at £E4,457,994. A new plant
has been erected at St. Ives and should be in
active operation within the next couple of
w-eeks. It would have started sooner but for
Ahe unfortunate difficulty that has been ex-
perienced in locating an ample water supply,
but indications during the last few days are
that this will shortly be surmounted. Owing,
toe the activity in oil, for instance, and the
necessity for investigations and reports on
mnineral deposits, such as asb-stos, ett., the
technicall staff, both in. the field and the lab-
oratory, has been exreediingly hard worked
jor some time; but, realising that this ac-
tivity might be only of a temporary na-
lure, the Minister refrained from increasing
the staff, and the remaining members have
loyally endeavoured to cope with the work.
The Minister has informed me that every
step has been taken to economnije in the de-
partment so far- as the staff is concerned. The
staff is scattered all over the pilace in dif-
ferent offices, and it has been difficult to effect
any material reduction. Ile has in view the
re-organisation of the offices, and before long
he hopes to be able to effect a material reduc-
tion in the staff by having all members of it
under the one roof. In this way the work can
be carried out more easily than under present
conditions. I know that members who re-
present goldfields constituencies will have a
good deal to say on these Estimates. Any
points that are raised during the discussion 1
will reply to as far as I am able. I will see
that anything that is brought forward that

is likely to prove of benefit to the goldfields
is brought under the notice of the Minister
on his return. I recognise that the mining
industry is of great importance to the State.
Whatever I can do to assist that industry, I
will do. It is, of course, difficult to provide
money to enable us to do all we would like
to do in the many different directions in which
expansion may be necessary, but all that can
be done will be done. I commend the Esti-
joates to the attention of hon. members.

Mr. CORROY (Yilgarn) [9.43]: I feel
that very sympathetic consideration is being
given by the Minister to those persons who
require assistance. I have taken a number of
caa~es to the department, and in every ease
lavourable consideration has been given to
the requests made. I have not asked for a
great deal on any occasion, but the requests
have always been favourably considered. The
Miinister has been respomibile for sending out
151 parties of prospectors in my electorate
since the election.

Mr. Teesdale: Not one has ever been seat
up North.

Mr. CORDOYI Possibly the hon. member
talked to the 'Minlister as he talks to some of
us, in which ease lie could not expect to re-
ceive much in the way of assistance.

Mr. Troy: WVhy should he not get it?
MrI. CORBOY: There is no need to crawl

in order to get assistance, but one can ask
for it in a quiet manner. My experience is
that the department is usually ready to do all
that is possible. In no case have any practi-
cil men been turned down. Most of
the mining orerations in my electorate are re-
restricted to prospecting, and assistance
wherever possible is being given to enable
that work to go on. I wish to deal at some
length with the operations of the smelters at
Ravenathorpe, covering the period since the
Government leased them in 1913. In that
year a request was made that the Govern-
mnnt shoold take over the smelters on lease,
and smelt the ores for the are producers of
the district. After protracted negotiations an
aa-reement was arrived at with the owners of
the won's; under which the Government agreed
to lease them for seven years with the right
of renewal, the rental being paid on the basis
of the tonnage of ore treated. The Govern-
me-t commenced to operate under that agree-
nrest, and found it necessary to formulate
charges and arrange other details in connec-
tion with the smelting 'of ores in that dis-
trict. The regalations that were framed have
an important bearing upon subsequent events
in Ravensthorpe. The first proposition put
n for the treatment of the ore there was that
the Government in purchasing the ore should
take it over and treat it at a flat rate of £3
per ton to cover all expenses for smelting,
shipninur, realisation, and all other charges
against the ore. These regulations were only
in force for a few months. They were then
r-ithdrnu-n in favour of other regulations,
with which I will deal later. I would draw
the attention of the Committee to the state-
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meat, which I find on the files, made by M1r.
Montgomery, the State 'Mining Engineer, when
the regulations were first framed. He says--

These, however kthat is the ores), at a
tariff of £3 per ton should recoup all the
expenditure.

le goes on to say-
The Government would take all the risks

of the smelting experiment.
le then deals with tile credit that would be
required by the works, namely, between
£40,000 and £50,000, and indicates that the
only risk of loss lies in the cost of the opera-
tions possibly exceeding the tariff charges.
He continues-

If a loss was nmade it would not be great,
and would be more than made up in other
directions by an increase of railway and
other revenue resulting, from the working
of the mines and the smelter.

The particular point is that at the initial
stages the Government recognised that they
were taking a risk in conducting these smelt-
lag operations. It was claimed that the new
regulations that were framed would be more
eqitable in the distribution of the cost of
operating, and would still recoup the Gov-
ernment for all their expenditure, as well as
distribute the cost of the work more fairly
amongst the ore sellers. In commenting upon
the new regulations, 'Mr. Montgomery explains
the reasons for the ehange. They are good
reasons, and he then puts the new regula-
tions up to the Minister for approval. In
place of the £3 per ton charge, he suggested
imposing a charge of 30s. per ton for
receiving and smelting to matte only.
May T explain for the benefit of miembers
not acquainted with smelting operations that
when ore is smielted, as a general rule it is
reduced to what is know~n as matte, which
comprises half copper and half residue. The
matte is a product which can-be sold in the
market and taken over by other firms,' n-ho
extract the copper from it. They proposed
to charge 30s. per ton for smelting to matte
and 3s. 6id. per unit to cover all other charges
of realisation, etc. Tllat proposal was agreed
to and the alterations were gazetted on the
25th February, 1914. All ore was subse-
quently purchased in accordance with that new
decision. The cost of 3s. 6d. per unit for re-
alisation charges covered the cost of trans-
shlipment front Raveathorpe to the place of
sale in 1London, Netv York or elsewhere, com-
mission, insurance and every other charge
against time actual realisation, These amended
regulations were explained to the people at
Raveasthorpe. I have copies of the regula-
tions whlich go into details of the matter
fully, and they bear out what I have said
regarding the charge of 30s. for smelting
and 3s. 6id. per unit for realisation. In April,
1914, Mr-. Shepherd, the manager of the
Smelting Works, %-.ote to the State Mining
Engineer, Mr. Montgomery, and stated in the
letter that lie anticipated a loss would be
madle onl the smelting of thle ore to matte,

but he hoped to make butticient profit on the
realisat ion charges to make up that loss to
within Is. ptr ton on the ore treated. In
other wvords, while hie expected to make a loss
on the smielting, the charge of 3s. 6id. per
unit for realisation would recover that loss.
The State Mining Engineer replied on the
26th April that -he was disapipointed that Mr.
Shepherd anticipated a loss, and lie pointed
out that thle company which had lately been
carrying on thle stueltiug works--this was
prior to the war--were smelting with the
same plauit and treating the Fame type o2 ore
at as low a figure as 20s. icer ton. Ia April,
1914, the State Mining Engineer asked Mr.
Shepherd if he thought it was. advisabile to
raise the tariff charges, to which M.Nr. Shep-
herd replied that he did not think it was ad-
visable to raise the charges because of the
bad impression it would create from a busi-
ness point of view. ft it, somewhat notorious
that people running smielters-I do not refer
to M.%r. 6hepherd in particular-endeavour to
give the impression that they are good and
smart business people, and they always resent
anything that will give the public an impres-
sion that they are not good husiness men who
run the smelting business.

The Minister for Agriculture: floes this
not refer to the Baveasthorpe easel

lrr. OORBOY: Yes.
The Minister for Agriculture:. Rut that

matter is sub judice.
Mr. GOBBOY: -Not so far as this House is

concerned. Two people have instituted pro-
ceedings against the Government, but there
are from 98 to 100 people who are consider-
ably interested in the matter, who have not
taken any such action. At any rate, I think
I ant in order in discussing this matter.

The Mi1nister for Agriculture: I was ruled
out of order some time ago under similar
conditions.

Mr. CORBOY: If the 'Minister desires to
ask for a ruling, I am prepared to let it
go at that. In the meantime, however, I
wish to stress this point because it is inflict-
ing a hardship on many people in this partic-
ular part of the State. The effect of this
business has been to withhold settlement in
the district, and is inflicting great hardships
upon the people who remain there. This trou-
ble has practically been the cause of the bank-
ruptcy of at least two persons that I know
of and ninny other people have suffered from
the hardships to which I have referred. Less
than a month ago a man in business at Ra-
ensthorpe had to get out because he could not
carry onl any longer. These people have ad-
vanced stores to the residents in anticipation
of the Government settling this dispute. ThE
Government have not adopted that course,
however, and the business people who have
advanced so much on account of goods have
to pay high rates of interest to the banks oi
wholesale mnerch ants on account of themi
goods. They cannot get payment from theii
customers, with the result that they are suf
faring considerably. I think the Governmeni
should give serious consideration to the whole
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question. t do not want to beeome heated
in the mnatter, but I want to place the posi-
tion before the Committee in a fair and im-
partial mannler. I amn honestly convinced that
thle Government do not know what has hap-
pened there or they would not go on with
any appeal in connection with the litigation.

Mr. MapCalluin Smith: If they had read
tile judge's summing up, they would have
known what has happened.

Mr. CORBOY: Even if the members of the
Government readl the judge's summing up,they would not know all, but they would not
go on with the appeal. Members may not be
aware that the Government are appealing
to the High Court in Melbourne from the de-
cision in this case. When the Government
took over the smelters, they took over all the
necessary plant to carry onl the works, but
they did not take over certain dlumps of
slags and other goods owned by the Phillips
River Copper Company. The slags were
dumped on the site. An agreement, however,
was reached between the Government and the
company which provided that any sings, con-
verter linings or any other goods could be
taken over by the Government. Mlr. Mont-
gomnery minuted the file to thle effect that if
the Government wanted to use the slags In
connection with the works, the siags were to
be purchased from the company on the assay
value of the copper in the sings, and they
were to make a straight-out deal with the
company before treating it. Oiie of the great-
est causes of tronble has been this: Mr. Shep-
herd has found himself, campaign after cam-
paign, threatened with a loss. His reputa-
tion as a manjager has been at stake, and if
he shows a loss and cannot account for it,
his reputation is correspondingly adversely
affected. What he tins done has been to go
to the dumps, take hundreds of tons of slag
and smelt it. He does not charge tbe
department a penny for the smelting
or tell 'Meceil or Bernales, who own
the slag, anything about it. He puts
the slag through with surplus ore and
runs the lot through the smelter, tak-
ing credit for the result of the enormous
rates which obtained during the war period
and charging the cost of smelting against
thme poor beggars, who put their ore through
the smelter. That is how people hare lost
their ore and that is why they have issued
their claims against the Government. The
cost is charged against the smelting of the
other ores in order to cover the cost
to thp works of doing that work. I
will endleavour to show the Minister
what has been happening on the spot.
There is another detail in connection
with these high smelting costs which
has led to a great deal of dissatisfac-
tion. The Ravensthorpe ores, generally
speaking, contain copper only. The ores
from Kundip, which are silicions, are more
difficult to smelt seeing they contain but
little copper and a high percentage of gold.
I am told by people who are competent in
the smelting business that they would not

attempt to smelt that ore for £3 10s. per
ton. They would not try to do it for a
moment, The Government have been doing
it for 30g. per ton for a number of years,
and they have made, in consequence, con-
siderable losses on the smelting of these
highly siliceous ores. M-Nr. Shepherd, in
writing to Mr. M1ontgomlery in August,
J914, pointed out that these gold ores fromt
Kundip caused considerable difficulty at the
works and he was trying to get them to-
gether and make a clean sweep of them.
Shortly after the Government started the
first campaign at the smelters the wrar
broke out. Thle condition that had been
laid down regarding the payment was that
as soon as the ore was sampled at the work
and an agreement bad been arrived at re-
garding the sampling, and the ".opper con-
tents were determined, the Government
would advance 75 per cent. on the purchase
price or value of the copper content in the
ore, on the basis of a price of copper at £56
per ton. Then eight weeks after the
advances had been arrived at, they would
make their final payment on the price then
ruling for copper in London. Before the
first . settlement was made under that
arrangement, the war broke out. The
bottom fell out of the copper market and
copper was worth practically nothing. Tf
a settlement had been effectedl at that
stage, the-copper would have been' practi-
cally valueless to the owners of the ore and
they would have got practically nothing for
their commodity. AsF a resuilt, the Govern-
meat were approached with the suggestion-
that tile settlement on the final payment
should be deferred until such times us the
market became stable and it was possible
to get the real, instead of thle imaginary,
quote for copper. The Government, after
a lengthy correspondence, agreed to the
suggestion to defer settlement and posted
a notice at the works which practically set
tip what was a new contract. Mr. Justice
Blurnside practically ruled that this notice
set up a newv contract dealing with one
phase of the business only. I1 will read the
-notice which wans postud up, because it has
an important bearing on time position which
I will deal with later on. The no0tice read
as follows-

Settlement for all ore received prior to
the date of posting of notice at Ravens-
thorpe will be made in accordance with
regulation 13 of the 2.5th Februarv, 191-,,
unless written notice is given to the ore
buyers forthwith by the owners of the
ore that they wish suchl settlement to be
deterred and made in accordance with
the price actually realised for the matte
and that they agree to the matte being
disposed of by the Minister on such
terms, in such market and at such time
as in his sole discretion lie may think
most advisable. Final settlement for alt
ore received at the smelting works after
(the date of posting of this notice at
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Bavensthorpe) will be by payment to the
sellers of such balance as may accrue
from the actual sale, on such terms as
the Minister may determine, of the pro-
duct of his ore after deducting advances,
interest and all other expenses incurred
in placing such product upon the market
and selling it.

The Minister was to find the best market
he could get when the price of copper was
more advantageous and settle with the
owner of the ore on the price that was
actually received for the ore. The second
paragraph of the notice reads-

Settlement for all ore received at the
smelting works after the date of the post-
ing of this notice at Bavensthorpe will
be by payment to the seller of such bal-
ance as may accrue from the actual sale,
on such terms as the Minister may
determine, of the product of his ore after
deduction of advances, interest, and all
other expenses incurred in placing such
product upon the market and selling it.

There is one important thing in that notice
to which I desire to draw the careful atten-
tion of bon. members. The Minister is to
adhere to his charges as fixed by the Act,
with the exception that he is allowed to
charge all the other expenses incurred in
placing the product on the market.' In-
stead of charging the 3s. 6d. per unit pro-
vided for realisation in the regulations, he
may charge the actual cost of realisation.
That is what the notice provided, and that
is how Mr. Justice Burnside interpreted that
notice-that all the rest of the regulations
were binding as a contract, and that it was
no more competent on the part of the Min-
ister to vary the charge for smelting than
it was competent for him to vary the rate
of interest charged on the advance; that it
was not competent for the Minister to vary
any charge under the regulations except,
in accordance with the notice, the charge
for realisation, in respect of which he was
to be allowed the actual expenses incurred
in placing the product on the market. In
September of 1914 Mr. Shepherd sent a
statement-this is just a sideline-showing
from a business point of view the position
of the work to the 31st August, a position
pointing to a loss of £1,431 2s. 3d-, taking
credit, however, for all surplus mietals-to
which he was not really entitled, because
he himself said they were the product of
old converter linings, slag;, etc. This bears
out what I said a moment ago, that Shep-
herd was taking credit for the surplus
metals, which he himself said he had pro-
duced from the old converter linings, slags,
ae., really belonging to the company, and
which he had no right, thrfr, to touch.
These converter linings and slags and so
'in are referred to in a minute of the State
Mining Engineer to 'Mr. McNeil. Mr.
Montgomery writes-

The owners are to retain full rights to
any metals in the dumps of slags, So if

any of these are used by US, We Must
arrange for themi to be paid for at what-
e'-er rate may be agreed.

Thlit n-as not done. Shepherd tried to get a
Jew tons of copper with a view to squaring
hiis losses. Later Mr. Shepherd writes on the
vamne subject, and from his letter it is ap-
prlent that hie is quite willing to take these
iurplus extractions in order to make up his
less on the smelting process. In his report
ibr September, 1914, Mr. Shepherd states
that 62 tons of old slag left by the Phillips
Ifiver Company had been smnelted, and that
the costs would he benefted, as the slag had
miot been laid for. Tie says, in effect, that
' he Government had not paid for the old
nlags left by lBernales. 'About this time the
ltepartmnent began to realise that they were
losing money somewhere, and they considered
fIhat they would have to get another 10s. per
t on. The Minister made repeated requests
to the officials to inform himn of the position,
aid the officials repeatedly informed the
Minister thant they were not carrying on at
fk loss. In reply to the State Mining En-
Ilineer the officials advised that they would
have to get another 10s. per ton on all ship-
cents right back to February, l9l5 and that
theu, with regular running and proper husi-

t eas arrangements, the works should be
cornied on without loss. On the 20th March,
191.5, the Minister put on the file at minute
tMnting that the charges would have to be
increased by 10s. per ton. Again, the
manager of the works, IMIr. Shepherd,
assureid the head office that there was
nio necessity for that further increase. On
t, e 20th April, 1D15, he wrote stating that
lie estimated that when the campaign closed
a few days later, the losses would be any-
where between £:1,000 and £9,000, depending
or the metal recoveries and. on the prices at
which the surpluses were sold. The extrac-
tlins from the slag, and the prices he got for
the extractions, he expected would bring the
less down to about £1,000. In regard to this
I may point out that it was being put up to
the Minister by the manager and the officials
that the loss would probably he only £1,000
aind would certainly not exceed £3,000. As
ni matter of fact, when the campaign closed
10 days later ani the a--ounts had been made
up, the true loss on the campaign proved to
bee no less than £12,919. I wvant to draw the
iUttentiOn Of the Comm1ittee to the actions Of
lite departmental officials tin this occasion.
'Pen days previously they had assured the
Minister that the loss would be only about
1,000. When they made uip their accounts

at the conclusion of the campaign, they found
thant they had lost £1,919. They never shn-el
to the Minister the minute stoting that loss.
At that time the member for Boulder (Hlon.
P'. Collier) was Minister for Mines. lHe "as
kept in complete ignorance of the fact of
i latt loss. Every other 'Minister since then
has been kept in ignorance of the fact that
that loss was made. Immediately the officials
aiscertained the extent of the loss, they started
to look around for means of recovery. All
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ihis was done by the officials without any dis-
closure to the 'Minister of their actions.
After they had informed the Minister that
the loss would he only between £1,000 and

3,000, they put op new regulations to cover
the loss. A sum of £3,000 had been lost
on the 8,000 tons treated, equal to 7s. 6d.
per ton loss. The officials worked out that
they eonid get even by making an all-round
rise of Sis. in the tariff. That, they con-
sidered, would suffice to square the account.
Mr. Shepherd said it would not be politic to
alter the charge of! 30s, per ton for smelting,
as some of the ores could have been smelted
for less than 30a., but that the gold ores from
Kundip, being highly silicious and also fine,
had slowed down the furnace and lint up
costs for fluxes 'et cetera. He suggested in-
creasing the excess silica charges, and charg-
ing for screening and sintering the fine ore.
The regulations were amended in 1915 to
corer the loss that was anticipated. In the
case presented to the court the Government
endeavoured to rely upnn the new regulations
as showing that when they were made they
were intended to cover all costs, whatever
they were, that mnight be involved] in the
operation of the works. By the wcay, on the
26th April the manager of the works, Mr.
tl-epherd, assured the State M.%ining Engineer
that the loss was not likely to he serious.
Now I wish just briefly to explain the ex-
cess, the excess silica charges and so on, andl
what the Government dlid in order to cover
the loss which had been made according to
the official statement, but which of course
unas not the real loss. The charge for ex-
cess silica under the 1914 regulations was 9d.
for each unit of silica over 60 per cent. in itte
ore. Thu Government amended that so as to
provide a charge of 6d. for every unit of
exess silica over 40 per cent. This gave them
another 20 per cent. of silica to operate ow
with thre charge of 6d. as against the former
charge of 9d. They also put on a charge of
5s. per ton for sintering. On the 2nd July,
1915, the regolations of 15 clauses issued on
the, 28th February, 1914, were cancelled, and
new regulations of 17 elauses; embodying
Mr. Shepherd-s proposals for increased silica
charges and also increased screening and
sintering charges, were gazetted. Otherwise
the conditions as to, and the charges against,
ore being-purchased were unaltered. In faet,
Clauses 1, to 10 in the two sets of regolittimns
were fac. simile. The fileti disclose that in
August of 1935 the smelting works hail made
9.29 tons of copper and 17.39 ounces of gold
more than had been paid for. Mr. Shepherd
wrote in reference to these surpluses-

It seems probable that the 238.89 tons of
old converter slangs (Mr. MvNeil 'a) put
through during the period, contained con-
sidlirably better values than expected.
The surpluses are a fair set off against
the high smelting costs.

In September, having again a. surplus of 3
tons of-copper, he wrote that there was noth-
ing wrong with the recoveries; hut he again
smelted a lot of slag and converter lining.

In 1916 some of the people concerned in this
business, some of the ore seller;, began to
inquire what they were going to get out of
the first campaign. Up till then they had
not got a final settlement in respect of the
first campaign, that of 19l4; and it was get-
ting into 1918. They were anxious to have
a final settlement and find out what they were
to get out of the business. So on the 26thi
January, 1916, Mr. Shepherd wired from
Ravensthorpe to the State Mining Engineer
that Mr. Mc.Veil's final payments would be
approximately the difference between £&56 108.
(the price advanced on) and the sale price
obtained on the 41 tons of copper less excess
cost of realisation. Mr. Shepherd makes no
definite statement regarding what the ore
sellers are to get as the final proceeds of the
sales. Two days later, that is, on the 28th,
January, Shepherd makes the discovery that
heavy losses arc being incurred, and he smg-
gests writing uip the realisation costs to the
extent of 2s. per unit In a second letter of
the same date, namely the 28th January, he
says he would like to be given an opportunity
of reviewing the whole position of the State
smelter from a business view-point before the
final patyments arc made. The 3rd February,
1916, appears to be the date on which for
the first time the accounts were looked into-
sufftiently closely to permit of its being real.
isetl what heavy losses we re actually being
mande. The accounts showed a loss of £31,610
4ot 4d. to the end of 1915. After taking
credit for metals which have been extracted
from the slags, they still show a loss of
£18,521. By cehsLging the actual cost of real,
isation instead of 3s, (Id. per unit the loss
is reduced to £:15,996, There we got down to
hedroclc--th- actual loss dijelosed in £15,996.
it is worth while remembering the remark of
the State Mining Engineer that the Govern-
meat would have to bear the risk of this
smelting experiment. Mr. Shepherd, in a long
litter int which he explains this loss, put for-
wvsrd the suggestion to write up the realist.
tion chorges fromt the actual cost of 4%. per
uinit to 7s. 41. per unit, and he blamnes the
high freights of the steamers and railways,
together with the high price of coke, for the
loss.

Mr. Teesdlale: Who was that addressed to?
"Mr. CORBOY: The State Mining Engin-

eer. None of this correspondence was ever
disclosed to a Minister. The State Mining
Engineer and the manager of the works comi-
mnUniesited with one another, hatching this
thing, and working out how they were going
to get at the ore sellers, and they never con-
suIted the 'Minister at all.

'Mr. Macallum Smith: When did* the Min-
ister first come to know of it?

Hon. P. Colliert I never knew anything of
it while I was there.

'Mr. CORSOY: Mr. Hudson dlid not bear
of it while he was there. One Minister did
know of it when the claims eaine in againt
the Government. That Minister was Mn.
Robinson. Of course, when the claims came
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in, these people had no option but to disclose
to the Minister what had happened.

Mr. Macshornm Smith: I presume aU these
employees were dismissed?

Mr. CORBOY: I will read a little commenat
to show the way this thing has been handled.
When Mr. Robinson got to knowr what had
happened, these officials wanted him to try to
square it so that he should not allow it to
go to the court. They suggested that Shep-
herd should be allotted £10,000 out of the
Mining Development Vote. Mr. Montgomn-
ery sends on this proposal to the Under Sec-
retary who recommends it. Then it goes to
the Minister, and Mr. Robinson 's minute
which is on the file is rather to the point,
if it is nothing else. Ho says:-

Regarding Phillips River: I agree to the
State Mining Engineer's recommendation,
but operate on it only so far as those per-
sons are concerned who do not make claims
against the Government.

and he goes oa to say:-
I wish to see McNeil, Dunstan and Ber-
nales and propose to toll them that unless
their claims are abandoned we will enforce
the full conditions against them. If they
withdraw we will help.

In other words the Minister for Mines held
a pistol at their heads and told them ''If you
agree to withdraw, I will ignore a lot of
things in the Act. If you do not, I
will use every power I have against
you.' That is what it amounts to.
That £10,000 was allotted and some of it
has been used. There were five of the ore
producers who gave evidence favourable to
the Government, but everyone got his cut out
of the £10,000. I am not saying they were
bought. One man was in partnership with
five others down there. All the six were
on an equal footing; they had a claim against
the Government for £200 each. This one man,
however, received £400, or twice the amount
he wah entitled to, and he gave evidence in
favour of the Government against his five
partners who got nothing. I have the mini-
ute written by Mr. Robinson at that time.
I have seen lots of things on departmental
files, but I do not think I have ever seen any-
thing quite so hot as that particular minute.
The minute is dated 8th May, 1919.

Mr. Macallum Smith: Did Shepherd get
a share of the £00,000?1

Mr. Marshall: Hle deserved it.
Mr. COB BOY: The files do not disclose

that.
Mr. Mann: Is Shepherd still down there!
Mr. CORBOY: I believe the Government

are handing the smelters back to the owners
of the smelting works, hut what their inten-
tion is in regard to Mr. Shepherd I do notknow. So far as I know he is still in the
employment of the department

Bon. P. Collier: The smelters have been
closed down for two years and he has been
drawing wages all the time.

'Mr. CORBOY: I am honestly convinced
that Minisftex~s did not know what ~n
happening down there.

The Colonial Secretary: Publicity has been
given to the matter.

Mr. CORBOY: Not to everything, and cer-
tainly not to the minute by Mr. Robinson. 1
am hoping that the Government will realise
that a grave injustice has been done, and it
is up to them now to prevent further waste
of money, and not send good money after
bad by appealing to the High Court, as they
would be sure to lose. After the discovery
about making the loss, there is a great deal
of correspondence as to how they are to get
it back. Shepherd wrote suggesting three ways
in which that could be done. On the 15th
March, 1916, be Nvrote that his first method
was to ''write up" the realisation actual
costs from 4s. Id. to 7s. 5d. This would re-
claim 910,378, but he was afraid the ore
sellers knew too much, as he explained that
''writing up the realisation costs would have
been the simplest way, but giving the ore
sellers so much detailed information had
opened the door to a lot of argument. '' He
added that the giving of details which were
open to misconstruction, either accidental or
deliberate, had made this method difficult of
application. A second way he suggested was
to charge the actual average realisation costs,
namely, 4s. Id. per unit, and pay on the
average standard price of copper on the ''three
days on which the shipments were sold,'' in-
stead of the price of electrolytic copper at
which they were sold, but this method would
not reclaim enough, and it would be neces-
sary to do too much faking, as Shepherd ex-
plained, ''it would be necessary to have a
difference between standard and electrolytic
of about La3 to get square.'' The third
method he suggested was for the Government
to guarantee the ore sellers the flat rate of
£100 per ton to the end of 1916. It could
then for itself take the chance of making
a profit on that rate by selling at market
rates. He finished his letter by recommending
the third method as being likely to give the
most satisfaction. These people dismissed be-
tween them the various methods of getting this
money back and on the 15th May, 1916, Shep-
herd wrote to the State Mining Engineer-

In order to avoid sudden disappointment
among the ore sellers, I have ventured t6
tell inquirers that the distribution will not
be so large as the interim dividend (9100-
000) owing to the ris' in costs and the fact
that most of the copper was, After all, sold
too soon but that the second campaign will
probably be more satisfactory.

He is preparing the way. On the 7th June he
wrote again-

Following up my letter of the 31st March
dealing with the dedleit question, and in the
absence of instructions to the contrary, this
deficit has been reclaimed in the final pay-
ment vouchers by ''writing uip'' the re-
alisation costs on the 622.70 tons of cop-
per purchased by 3. 10d. per unit.

The letter of the 31st March to which he re-
fern is not on the filie, and it is impossible
to say what it contains. Not dnly is the
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original letter missing from the head office
file, but a copy of the letter is also missing
from the works file.

Mr. Maecallm Smith: Silver fish, T sup-
pose.

',%r. CORBOY: It is apparent that the
head office received this letter because lie
says-" Referring to miy letter of the 31st
March,'' and there is no reply from head
office to say that it did not come to hand. On.
his own responsibility, in the absence of in-
Structions to the contrary-no instructions
from the Minister or from the State 'Mining
Engineer-he deliberately writes up the re-
alisation costs by 3s. 10d. per unit. I do not
know whether hon. members know what that
means. It means the writing up of £17 per
ton ott every ton of copper, and that £17
a ton was deliberately stolen from those
people who sold the ore to the Government.
He goes on to explain that writing up the
realisation costs is more likely to he accepted
than any other method '"because it is un-
derstood that freights, insurance, commis-
sions, etc., have greatly increased owing to
the war and because it looks less like a per-
manent increase-" He also says the fact that
the realisation. charge 'would be somewhere
in the neighbourhood of 7s. per unit has
been allowed to teak out so as to save shock
when the payments are made.

M~r. Lambert: Hie is a bit of a diplomat.
Mr. CGRI3OY: Yes. flat lie says is

-quite correct. These people were practically
buried in the lzwckblocks. They had heard
that the price of every-thing was soaring
during the war, and when he told them that
freights, insurance, and commissions had
increased so much that realisation was cost-
lng 7s. per unit, they accepted his statement.
If members take the evidence and read it
through, they will find that one of the Gov-
ernment's two grounds of defence was that
even if this cost bad been written up exces-
sively the people knew it was being done and
tacitly agreed to it. Here is Mr. Shepherd's
own admission that he allowed it to leak
out that it was due to increased freights, in-
surance, and commissions owing to the war,
and the people accepted his statement. One
of the grounds on which the Government are
appealing to the High Court is that the peo-
ple knew the cost had been written up. In
1916, the Minister-

Mr. Lamabert: Who was the Minister
then?

Mr. CORBOY: The present Leader of the
Opposition. I want to make it clear, how-
ever, that Ministers, with one exception,
have not been involved in this matter. The
minute I havbe already quoted discloses that
one particular Minister was equally black
with the officials. - The State Mining En-
gineer, in a letter written following on the
visit to Raveathorpe of Mr. Collier, said they
were anxious to get final settlements, and
added-

The method of distribution balances
first campaign was fairly equitable, -but

was not in accordance with the conditions
gazetted on the 2nd July, 1915.

The State Mining Enjineer definitely said
that they had not paid in accordance with
the gazetted conditions, and yet the Goev-
ernment are appealing on the ground that
the conditions did corer the charges they
levied. A letter dated the 24th June, 1916,
f rom the a 'countant at Raveasthorpe to the
head office, stated that 3s. 10d. per unit was
being added to the realisation charges to
meet the difference between the actual cost
of smelting and the rate charged. There is
another point which shows what was going
on. A aunm of 3 s. 10d. was adlded to the re-
alisation charges for this purpose and, in
addition, it baa to be remembered that
through smelting these old slugs, the costs
were very high and an amount representing
the additional cost was added] to the cost of
realisation. This was grossly unfair. Even
if the cost had beea legitimately charged, it
would have been unfair, because it was im-
posing a burden on people whose ore had
not cost 30s. a ton to smelt. In September,
1910, when they again made up their public
accounts, Shepherd wrote--

Completed vouchers for final payments
second campaign are going forward by
this mail together with statements show-
ing a loss for smelting of £E10,641 109. id.

He again barnes the high cost of coke and
stores, owing tn war conditions, and loss of
time waiting for ore supplies. After taking
credit for all surplus metals it is still neces-
sary in order to square the ledger to write
up the realisation. charges on the copper sold
to 9.169 shillings per unit. Members should
note the increase from 74. 4d. per nit to over
9s. per unit.

Mr. Pickering: Did not they notify the
proposed increased charges?

Mr. CORBOY: They gazetted their regu-
lations under which they fixed their charges.

Mr. McCallum Smith: They tried to make
them retrospective.

M r COIRBOY: The member for North
Perth (Mr. Macallurn Smith) objected at

hfe time. There is some correspond-
icnce on the file referring to that. The
officials apparently got a bit of a
scare and put minutes on the files assuring
one another that the member for North
PNrth was under a misapprehension with
regard to the whole business. It is rather
regrettable that further light was not
thrown on the matter at that time, as it
would have saved a considerable amount
of additional trouble. The same thing went
on. in connection with every campaign.
Shepherd, in order to get what he was
losing on smelting, instead of going to the
Minister and explaining that he could not
smelt the ore for 30s. a ton, tried to make
out what a fine smelting manager he was
by giving out that in spite of the war, he
was still smelting at 309. per too, though
at the same time he was boosting up
realisation charges in order to get his
money back. In a letter to the State
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Mining Engineer on the 21st November,
1916, Shepherd issued a table for the in-
formation of sellers showing what good
profits could be obtained from 4, per cent.
to 8 per cent, copper ore end added-

It was thought advisable to give the
bald results per ton of crude ore without
details for simplicity's sake and also to
obviate unprofitable argument.

Shepherd was evidently uneasy about the
overcharging on realisation costs being found
out, for in this letter he wrote--

The method of writing up realisation
per unit to cover increased cost of smnelt-
ing can, of course, be criticised as throw-
ing an unfair cost on the ores of higher
grade, but if this aspect of the policy is

- not drawn attention to, it will in -all
probability not be objected to by the
works' customers,

In other words if they did not find out,
they could not kick up a row about it.

Mr. Pickering: That was pretty shrewd.
Mr. CORBOY: Yes. One of the principal

grounds of defence on the part of the Gov-
ernment was that the people themselves
knew this was being done and that, there-
fore, they could not now come along with
a claim. Shepherd said in effect that if
attention was not drawn to this aspect of
the policy, they would not get any claims.
If the people did niot find out, they would
not squeal. That is the only interpretation
which can be placed on his letter. Other-
wise, if these people knew that this was
being done, what meaning could be placed
on Shepherd's letter to the State Mining
Engineer. I do not want to go through the
whole of the papers dealing with this
matter, as they are very lengthy, but I
wish to run briefly through the actual
events in connection with the campaigns.
On the first campaign-the ore was sup-
plied from January 1914 to April 1915, and
the final account sales were issued by the
Government in August 1916-the quantity
purchased and dealt with by the depart-
ment was 7,950 tons. The amount of cash
received by the -Mines Department from the
sales of the products of this 7,9.50 tons of
ore was £E78,824 1.sa. 9d. The Government
were entitled to deduct from that acsount
certain expenses provided for. They were
entitled to Olednet first of all their
smelting charge of 30s. plus any excess
charge for silica. Under that beading
they were entitled to charge £12,950
1s. 5d. The actual cost of smelting was
very much higher; it exceeded this sum
by approximately £9,000 or £10,000.
The charges they were entitled to dednet
were: siatering charges, £15.-3 14s. 6a.; samp-
ling of small lots, -if a man brings in less
than five tons, he is charged £1 Is.-E26 5is.;
prepaid railway freight, £312 10s.; rent nf
rmelter, £ 859 Illis. id.; and interest on ad-
vances, £124 149. 1d. Those are the whole
of the charges they were entitled to deduct
under the regulations.

The Premier: Do you know this ease is sub
ju dice?

Mr. COnBOy: I wish the Premier had
been in the Chamber during the earlier part
of my remarks. I do not think the ease would
be sub judice at the present moment, if he
bad heard what I said on that occasion.

The Premier: I heard a good deal about it.
IMr. CORBOY:, I do not think the Govern-

mient should allow these officials to stand up
against this and use the State Treasury and
the Crown Law Department to go further with
the maetter. The Government are mierely
throwing good money after bed by taking
this ease to the H~igh Court and trying to
fight it out. I am convinced that it is not
a Government fight at all. Thle Government
are allowing these people to go ahead and
fight the ease, and they are only fighting it
because they hope to win, on the ground that
the owners of the stuff knew all about it.
The total of these charges on smelting to
matte imposed under the regulations a~m-
ousted to £14,427. They are also entitled to
deduct the actual costs on the realisation of
that ore. The actual cost amounted to
£12,574 99. 6id., making a total permissible
charge of £E27,001 14s. 7d., leaving a balance
to be distributed amongst the ore sellers of
£51,823 Is. Id. The Government actually
distributed various amnounts which leaves an
amount of £13,438 9s. 2d. still unpaid.

The Premier: Your figures may be wrong.
'Mr. CORBOY: I am open to correction.

If the Premier will bring any other figures to
show where these are wrong I will be glad to
accept them, but these -figures are extracted
from the files of the M1ines Department and
should be correct. They were also taken from
the books of the smelting works and, that is
what is disclosed. The actual costs of re-
alisation amounted to £12,574 9s. 6d., and the
Government actually charged £22,833 Is. 4dl.
or £10,300, roughly, more than it actually
cost them. That was the result of the first
campaign. I will traverse briefly the other
campaigns. The second campaign cost £6,500,
in round figures, and the Goernmnent charged
£14,000. The third canmpaign cost actually
£4,200, and the Goverment charged £:9,400.
The amount of the actual cost of realisation
worked out at 3s. 8.407d., while the Goviern-
ment charged S.735s. per unit, or more than
double. So it goes on right through the several
campaigns. Por the fourth campaign, the act-
ual coat amounted to £E4,600, andl the Govern-
mient charged 98,900. The fifth campaign re-
stiltedl in the actual cost amouutin-1 to £4,800,
and the Government ehargeil £ 12.400. The
cost has been bolstered uip reneatedly. On
the seventh and eiahtl, cambaigus. the Gov-
eranment charged £12,118 for services that
actually cost them £3,709. The fliures for the
ninth anid final campaign have not heen pro-
vided yet, and it is impossible to find out
what they were. For the first six camnaigne
there is a total overcharge on realisation
of £:45,216 18s. The overcharges on the
seventh, eighth and ninth camnpaizns have to
be added to that total. I would like to read
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extracts for the benefit of the H-ouse from
the judgment delivered by Mr. Justice Burn-
side in connection with this matter. Hle
says-

Was there any duty imposed upon the
servants of the Crown by the terms of the
contracts to render an account, accurate in
all material respects of the facts, relative
to the carrying out of the contract, of
which they had alone the peculiar know-
ledge and upon which thle petitioners were
entitled to reply? Was it the duty of the
defendant to inform the petitioners what
were the costs of "shipping, transporting,
and smelting the mnatte," in other words,
of realising on the matte which, by the
contract, was left to the discretion of the
Minister?

The answer to those questions by MYr. Justice
Burnside was that, in his opinion, that duty
was clearly imposed upon servants of the
Crown. I would like Ministers to listen to
this particular part of the judgment of Mr,
Justice Burnside. He says-

Did the vouchers clearly and accurately
disclose these costs. The answer, in my
opinion, is that they did not.

There is another point I would like the Pre-
mier in particular to notice. Mr. Justice
Burnside says-

Were these vouchers made out in the
form intentionally calculated to produce a
false impression?9

In other words, were they deliberately mnade
out fraudulently?-

The answer is supplied by the letter of
the 7th .Tune, 1916, which accompanied
them, as follows:-

"The writing up of the realisation de-
duction would cause less disratisf action
than raising the smelting charge would
because it was understood that freights,
insurances, commissions, etc., had greatly
increased owing to the war, and because

- it looked less lie a permanent increase
in cost.''

The fact that the realisation charge would
be somewhere in the neighboarhood of 7s.
per unit had been allowed to leak out " in
order to save shock when payment was
made? "

The answer to that question by His Hfonour
is also "Yes.'' The judge clearly indicates
there that these documents were sent out
to create a false impression, and that these
people deliberately issued fraudulent accounts.
His Honour furthser gives a decision on the
question of whether the contention put up
by the department that the petitioners knew
what was going on and, as they did not com-
plain about it, that that fact was a good de-
fence. His Honour held that, in his opin-
ion, it was no defence. He also puts the
question as to whether the petitioners were in
fact misled, and he expresses the opinion that
they were misled. I would like the Premier
to give this ease the consideration that I
think it deserves. At the present time grave
bhardship is actually being inflicted upon the

,people in this district, people who have claims
against the department for various sums of
,money under this scheme. One man in busi-
ness down there has had his stock taken away
from him. He is now in Perth working as a
]abourer. If that individual had received the
£800 due to him, he would have been render.
ing better service to the State in his position
at Ravensthorpe than he is now doing as a
labourer in the city. Another man who
was a storekeeper has been driven out of
business altogether. I want to impress
upon members that the officials in the de-
partment hatched this case to get back the
money that they lost. They did not dis-
close to Ministers what was taking place,
and now that it is realised what has hasp-
pened, this case has been fought. Cabinet
has weakly permitted these men to use the
Treasury and the Crown Law Department
to fight a case which, on thd face of it,
looks absolutely hopeless. The judgment
of Mr. Justice Burnside indicates that
there was no doubt in his mind that those
people had deliberately issued fraudulent
accounts, making charges on the Havens-
thorpe producers which they were not en-
titled to make, a-nd that it was a case which
the Government would have to settle. I
knew there is a difficulty about finding the
money. At the same time--

The Premier: Have you read Dunstan's
letter?

Mr. CORBOY: Yes. He used fairly
strong expressions in that letter to the
Premier, hut he endeavoured to tell the
truth about what had happened in this
ease. The Premier's reply was a threat of
the application of the blackmail law to him
if he did not keep quiet. Is that correct?

The Premier: No, but his was a strong
letter.

Mr. CORBOY: lHe told you the truth.
When officials have done this sort of thing,
ought not you to do something?

The Premier: It was not the officials. He
referred to the election.

Mr. CORBOY: Dunstan was then one of
the political supporters of the Premier's
party.

The Premier: It did not justify that
letter, all the same.

Mr. CORBOY: Still, he was very decent
about it. He did not disclose anything
until the elections 'Were over.

Mr. Underwood: Don't worry about his
disclosing things.

Mr. CORBOY: I am not condemning the
reply which the Premier sent to Dunstan,
but I do not think there was any occasion
for resenting the letter.

Mr. Underwood: Dunstan was an officer
in the department some years ago-

Mr. CORBOY: The man knows what he
is talking about. In. any case it is not aL
question of Dunstan 's character, but of
whether those officials robbed the people
down there. Mr. Justice Burnside said
definitely that the regulations did not per-
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mit them to alter their charges for smielt-
ing or screening, or for interest, or for any
of those things definitely fixed by regula-
tion;, that the only thing tl~y were per-
mitted to alter was the realisation charge.
There is no word of getting back any ex-
cess cost of Smelting, but a charge was to
be made of the actual cost of realisation.
When those officials made a loss on smelt-
ing they made an. excess charge on realism-
tion. I urge 'Ministers to give earnest con-
sideration to this appeal lodged in the
High Court. It is foolish to go to the High
Court and lose further money. There wili
be enormous expense, and it will be only
throwing money away and doing great in-
justice to those battling in the back blocks.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [ 11.101 : I
should like to draw attention to the position
of the mining field in my electorate, because
it means probably the loss of the field as a
gold producer. A little while ago we had an
amendment of the Mining Act to permit of
certain necessary operations on that field,
The Edna 'May machinery was there and ob-
ligations were entered into.

Mr, 3. H. Smith drew attention to the
State of the House, Quorum formed.

Mr. HARRISON: If we cannot get Gov-
ernment assistance, I am told by telegram
and letter received last week, it will be im-
possible to unwater the field. I have also
heES given the position in regard to mnining
operations there. I understand there is five
years' work in sight on the present develop-
ment. The business centre and the produc-
tion of those mines will not be able to con-
tinue, on account of the water, and so we
shall lose the whole field. Since 1912 Wes-
tonia has given to the State 416,129 tons of
ore, producing 289,442 ounces of fine gold,
which, together with some dollied gold, give
a total production of 289,458.9 minces. Talk.
ing the value of £4 s. per ounce, which is
a low estimate, we get a total value
of £1,230,200 in gold won. I am not
uite certain as to the dividend duty psid,
but the Edna May has paid in dividends
£825,649, the Edna May Central £1.4,790, thle
Consolidated C3,000, and the Edna May Deeps
£12,500. Thtus the four mines in that centre
have paid dividends totalling £365,939.
Taking the tax at about Is. Od.-

The Premier: It means about £21,000.
Mr. HARRISON: At all events, it is a

large sum.
Mr. Mann: Most of the dividend money

went to Victoria.
Mr. HARRISON.- Then there is to he

considered the income taxation on the busi-
ness people of the township and those en-
gaged in the mines. That source of revenue
will be entirely lost if the field be not un-
watered. I should add that the revenue de-
rived by the State fromt the water supply on
the field has been as follows: 1919, £6,087;
1920, £3,589; 1921, £692; tota, £11,208. I
urge Ministers to seriously consider the giv-

ing of assistance to unwater the mines.
Tho Central -ompany recently, I un-
derstand, spent £20,000 on a new pumip-
ing plant, which, however, broke down,
not being able to cope w-ith the water. Now
they ask assistance fromt the - Government
towards unwarering the field. The proposi-
tion is that, even having regard to the
straitened condition of the finances, the
State cannot afford to lose this particular
field. If what my informants state is cor-
rect, they have in sight sufficient ore to keep
the mines working for a period of five years.
I amn not asking the Government to do any-
thing but what is just and right, but I do
wannt Ministers to consider the position seri-
ously. Mining inspectors, I believe, are now
making investigations with a view to advis-
lug the Government on the matter. I wish
Cabinet to take all the facts into considera-
tion. Is the field worth saving to the b~tate,
or is it not?' The question should receive the
closest attention of the Government, because
if the mines are lost the township will also
be lost, and the entire district will, in a
sense, be lost unless the land should be taken
up for agricultural purposes. The matter is
of the most urgent importance. I have
knowni the.ndjournment of the House to be
moved by way of drawing attention to ques-
tions of less moment than the position which
ohtains to-day at Westonin.

3r. TROY (M-Nt. Magnet) : I move-

That progress be reported.
No interest is being taken in the debate. So
much isn evident from the state of the Corn-
m]ittee.

Motion (progress) put, and a dlivision.
taken with the following result:-

Ayes -- . . -10

Noes - - - .18

Majority against - -

Mr. Boylaud
Mr. Collier
Mr. Carboy
Mr. Marshall
Mr. Munsle
Mr. Simions

Mr. Broun
M~r. Carter
Mr. Denton
Mr. Durack
Mr. Harrison
Mr. H. K. Malecy
Mr. Mann
Sir Janice Michenl
Mr. Money
Mr. Richardson

AtE.

NOS

8

Mr. Tray
Mr. Wilcok
Mr. Wilson
Mr. 01Loghlen

(Teluer.)

Mr. Sampson
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. 3. 31. Smith

Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany

(Tellr.)

Motion thus negatived.

'Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [11.21]: 1
have no intention of dealing with the subject
of mining generally, hut I do desire to say
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something regarding the manner in which
this State has been pegged out as an oil pros-
peeting area. I ask the Premier-not the
acting Mfinister for 'Mines-ta give some con-
sideration to the matter, not altogether on
behalf of the peggers, but for the sake of
Western Australia's reputation. The whole
of this hug area known as Western Austra-
lia has ben pegged out, or rather marked
out on the map, by about 20 people. These
people are paying about :E5 per annum, I
think, for the right to hold that enorm 'oug
territory for the purpose of prospecting for
ol.

The Premier: For five years.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: I amt unable to credit

that those people are putting in their money
with the object of helping to reduce the de-
ficit. Neither do I believe that they are
puttinig it in for thle good of their health.
My view is that they have taken up those
areas with tbe object of getting some money
from persons who are always prepared to
gamble, that the great bulk of those areas
have been taken up with the deliberate in-
tention of taking dowa one's fellow citizens.
As regards by far the largest part of West-
era Australia, one would have an infinitely
better chance of discovering whisky at a
Women 's Christian Temperance Union meet-
ing than of finding oil in that largest part of
this State.

The Premier: one might find whisky in the
place you indicate.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Possibly; but it would
not be a good place in which to prospect for
whisky. An ordinarily sane individual does
not expect to find feathers on a frog, nor
does ho expect to tfind mineral oil in bedrock
granite country; and a very great portioa
of Western Australia is bedrock granite coun-
try, aind there is no possible chance of ever
finding mineral oil in it. Yet that country
has bean pegged out by prospectors. Pros-
pectora! I hare heard of sonic individuals-
I will not mention -namnes-who are farmers
in the sense that they farm the farmers.
And the people who are prospecting that bed-
rock granite country are prospecting the pros-
pectors. However, I have a strong belief
that sooner or later oil will be found iln the
Kiniberleys of this State, and also in the
Northern Territory. If one looks at the
country which has' been taken up--that part
of the c-onutry where oil is likely to be found
-- it 1will be seen that Freney has a license
over 94,000 square miles, not acres. He has
a right under his lease or agreement to prospect
over that area. Freney cannot possibly pros-
pect all that country. What Freney possesses
is not so much the right to prospect, but the
right to prevent others from prospecting. I
ani speaking on behalf of ninny Western
Australian prospectors, who have pot in the
best of their physical lives as prospectors.
They have been looking for anything that is
in the grround. These people are now de-
barred from any possible chance of finding
oil.

'Mr. Durack: No.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am putting the case
from the point of view of Western Australia.
By dlebarring these prospectors from report-
ing oil if they find it we are retarding thle
possibilities of developing our oil resources,
if we have any. The country upon which
we have recently had reports is all contained
in Freney's 90,000 square miles. There are
only four persons who hold that huge area.
There are only four leases in the whole coun-
try that are likely to produce oil. In my
own electorate, where I do not think there is
any oil, there are two lenses or prospecting
areas marked out in country 'upon which no
white man has ever set foot, except those
who have travelled on the Canning stock route.
A man in Perth can apparently mark out
a huge area of country, and the Government
arc prepared to give him control over it for
five years. He has never seen it and never
in tends to see it; he never intends to do any-
thing ait all in regard to prospecting that
area.

The Colonial Secretary: He must do it.
Mlr. UNDERWOOD: That is the point. He

niust do it. If he does not do it will the
Minister forfeit his leasef

Thie Colonial Secretary: Undoubtedly.
Mr. 'UNDERWOOD: Thea why is it not

forfeited already?9
The Coloaial Secretary: Because the time

has not expired. You must give people
reasonable time.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: What is reasonable
time?

The Colonial Secretary: It depends on the
reports they have Sent in. They may be
raising money.

-.\r. UNDERWOOD: Who sends in the re-
port?

The Colonial %ceretary: The persona who
hold the licenses.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I would not put too
much reliance upon the reports of people
who hold these licenses. Their reports will
be. good, for they cRa] use good English. There
will be no doubt about their reports,

The Colonial Soeretary: Their reports must
be satisfactory, otherwise 'they will not be
allowed to cntinue.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Is the Minister pre-
pared to say that if a man cain write a
satisfactory report hie will be allowed to con-
tinile on that report9

The Colonial Seectary: He has to give
proof of what lie has done.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: When do we reach
the time when wce shall he afforded this
piroof?

Mr. Willeock: In 12 months or two years.
"Mr. 'UNDERWOOD: In one year, two

years, somtetime or never? The Government
have made a serious mistake. When we passed
the amendment to the Mining Act we gave
the 'Minister discretionary powers. I have
always advocated giving full discretionary
powers to a Minister. At that times I thought
the Minister had discretion.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so.

19657
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The Colonial Secretary: People cannot get
the necessary capital together in a few days.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There would be no
chance of passing that Dill again after the
way the Minister has dealt with it.

Hon. P. Collier: Hear, hear!
iMr. UNDERWOOD: The Minister has

taken us down. We gave him a blank cheque.
Mr. Willeck: Ile filled in three noughts

at the end of it.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: He added a good

many noughts.
Mr. Marshall: That applies to gold mining

leases.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: That may be so. A

few people held prospcting areas for oil
upon which there is no earthly chance of
finding any. They never intend to work these
propositions. They have marked off on the
map a block of country upon which no white
man has ever been.

Hon. P. Collier: They do not intend to
prospect it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: No, their intention is
to get some people to put in a few pounds.
To put the matter in plain words, they hold
the area w~ith a view to robbing someone in
connection wi4th sonmc oil flotation.

Hon. P. Collier: Would it be fair to ask
if there are any Ministers interested in these
leases?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The hor. member can
ask that question for himself.

Hon. P. Collier: I will ask that before
the debate is over.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I ask the acting
Minister for Mfines, and particularly the Pre-
mier, to do as the Federal authorities have
dlone in the Northern territory. They have
said, ''We are not going to allow people
merely to take up land with a view not to
finding mineral oil, but to finding possibly
a bit of silver or sonic notes in the pockets
of some fellow citizen.'' For the sake of the
credit of Western Australia I nsk the Pre-
mier to forfeit these leases. Tn regard to the
Kimberleys I ask him to reduce the areas
materially, because those who hold these
leases, where possibly oil may be found, can-
not prospect them thoroughly. While they
are holding these leases they are preventing
others from prospecting them. Our object is
to Bund oil in this State. That would benefit
everyone. I do not care how much any parti-
cular individual makes out of it. There is
wealth in it for Western Australia. We must
find oil if we can, but if we lock up these
huge areas we are preventing oil being dis-
covered there. I trust the MIinister will go
into the matter and will cancel these prospect-
ing oil areas. It is an easy matter to cancel
them. No attempt has been made to fulfil
these conditions. If they are cancelled we
can draw up a reasonable scheme for pros-
pecting for oil in Western Australia.

Mr. TROY (Mtl. Magnet) (11.3-51: 1 re-
gret that at this hour of the night we are
compelled to discuss such an important matter
as the Mines Estimates. Apparently niem-

bers are not much interested in this par-
ticular industry, if we may judge from the
number present to give the Estimates con-
sideration. It might be regarded as had
taste if I expressed an opinion regarding the
absence of the Minister controlling this de-
partment, but bad taste or not, I am going
to express it. It is not to be expected that
the Colonial Secretary, who introduced the
Mines Estimates, would be able to give much
information regarding the industry, apart
f ront that supplied by the officers of the de-
partment. So far as, that is concerned, he
has done very well. M~ining is an industry
which has contributed to the wealth of West-
era Australia no less than 143 million pounds;
it is the industry which brought this State
from a position of utter stagnation to one of
great prosperity; it is the industry which
made Western Australia k~nown, not only
throughout the Commonwealth, but through-
out the whole world; it is the industry which
has enabled the State to borrow those huge
sums of money which have materially as-
sisted in the development of other indus-
tries which are of so much importance to-
day. The industry reached its zenith in
1903 sin1ce when it has shown a very re-
grettable decrease, and the last two years
have witnessed .a greater decline in gold-
mining than has been evidenced at any time
since the first discovery of gold. This big
department is controlled by one Minister
who also controls another big department,
the Railways, in addition to the Police and
Forests, and who is also Minister for Indus-
tries. It requir~s two Ministers to look
after the agricultural industry, and at times
we have had an Honorltry Minister as well
to assist them in the work. The Premier
attends to the Lands Department and the
Minister for Agriculture has charge of the
IDepartment of Agriculture; but one Minis-
ter is saddled with the responsibilities of
giving attention to a great indastry like
mining, which is in a serious 4tate of de-
cline. That Mfinister is not in his place to-
night, and has not been able to give much
consideration to this department during the
time he has been in office.

Hon. P. Collier: It has be-en crily a side
line.

Mr. TROY: Yes, it is obvious to all of us
that the mining industry is only a side line
with the Minister. It may be conside-red by
some to be cowardly to discuss the Minister
for Mines in his absence but there will be
no other opportunity to do so. Hle did not
go to Java with the concurrence of members
of this House. The industry requires the
attendance and the whole time of the Mfin-
ister if it is to receive that eneoura'zement
and consideration which it received in previous
years. I know the general opinion through-

'out Western Australia is that the present
Ministry give attention to only one industry
and that is agriculture. I do not deny the
importance of agriculture, because it is a.
permanent industry of very great value to
this country. The fact remains that the gen-
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eral opinion held by the community is that
the Ministry have very little regard for the
mining industry. They are prepared to let
it take its chance. If there should be a
rich discovery of gold, well and good, they
would welcome tt, but they will not exert
any great effort to bring about such a dis-
covery. My opinion is that the Minister for
Mines should control the M1ines Department
alone. Yet we have the spectacle of this
Minister controlling also the Railways, in
addition to two or three other departments,
and it is worthy of note that the two major
dcpartrndats are not reflecting anything in
the way of prosperity. The Railways are
showing great losses. Critics of the Govern-
ment tell us that the Railways are in a
chaotic state; the mining industry is in a
state of stagnation. I think the Minister
should not have left the State. There was no
necessity for him to go to Java. If the
mission to Java is for trade and is not a
diplomatic mission, what necessity was there
for a Minister, who is not connected with
trade at nil, to go there? His attention
should have been centred in the State where
he controls two of the greatest departments
concerned in the welfare of the State. The
member for Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy) referred
to the assistance which the prospectors in his
electorate had received. Ify they have re-
ceived the assistance he mentioned, and I do
not doubt his word, he is to be congratulated
upon his district having received considera-
tion which has been denied to many other
localities. T JIo not question his statement
because, in the Mines report presented to the
House, I find that advances to prospectors
for the year ended the 3st December, 1920,
amnounted to £17,000. It is remarkable that
of this sum uo less than £ 10,000 was ad-
vanced to prospectors in the Yilgarn elec-
torate. At the time these advances were
made, Vilgzarn was represented by Mr. Hud-
son. Looking down the lij'at one cannot fail
to be struck -with the number of advances
given to this one constituency to the utter
neglect of other constituencies of equal mag-
nitudc and equal possibilities.

Hon. P. Collier: Yilgair received
£1 0,000 out of £17,000?

Mr. TROY: Yes.
Ron. P. Collier: It is good to have as

representative tlp~ Minister for Mines.
Mr. TROY : I understand there is a

mining board which confers with the Min-
ister regarding assistance to prospectors.

The Colonial Secretary: That is right.
Mr. TROY: But where are the board?9

Who are the gentlemen who have been fav-
oured with seats on the board?

Hon. P. Collier: That amount does not
include £1,000 or £2,000 to mine owners.
There is no mines development in that.

Mr. TROY! There is a mines develop-
ment board which considers advances of this
chiaracter to prospectors, and there is not a
member from this side of the Homie on that
beard.

Hon. P. Collier: Nor on the prospectors'
board.

Mr. TROY:- Members on this ide of the
House represent 90 per cent, of the mining
electors, and yet not one member has been
asked to take a seat on the board nor has
any one of them been notified that the board
are in existence.

Hon. P. Collier: But is not there only one"
prospectors' board, name'ly, at Kalgoorlie.

Mr. TROY: Thin is a mining board in
Perth.

Hon. P. Collier: Consisting of one or two
St. George 's- terrace representativesI

The Colonial Secretary: No, the prospec-
tors' board, consisting of a representative
of the Returned Soldiers' League, a repre-
sentative of the mining officials, Mr.
Cornell, and I think Mr. Ardagh.

Mr. TROY: I know that those two mem-
bers, Mr. Ardagh and Mr. Cornell, sit on
this board. As far as members of this
House are concerned, however, this is the
first knowledge we have gained of this
board. No member of this Chamber has
been consulted or asked to sit on that body,
although We represent 90 per cent. of the
gold fields constituencies. I have my sus-
picions as to how and to whonm these
amounts were advanced. It is a fine thing
to have Ministerial patronage. This
occurrence reminds me of what used to
happen in earlier days in connection with
Menzics. When Mr. Gregory was Minister
for Mines we found that 85 per cent, of the
money spent on the development of the
mining industry was expended in his
electorate and usually we found that there
was as much spent in the Menzies elector-
ate as in the other seven mining electorates
put together. That was a scandalous state
of affairs and such a Minister has no right
to have control of any each department.
Of this £E17,000 which has been spent in the
development of the mining industry, E2,O00
was spent in the Avon electorate to assist
the Edna May Battler Gold Mining Com-
pany at Westonia. Probably that expendi-
ture was perfectly legitimate. We find,
however, that £10,000 was spent in the Yil-
gan electorate, £2,083 in the Avon elect-
orate, £1,534 in the Menzies electorate, and
£C1411 in the Pilbara electorate, making a
total of about £15,000 out of the total ex-
penditure of £17,00. On the other hand,
we find that the three Murchison electorates
of Murchison, Cue and Mount Magnet, where
the greatest body of prospectors is operating,
received the magnificent sum of £36 18s. 3d.

Mr. Harrison: The amount you say was
spent in* the Avon electorate for the Edna
May Battler was not spent in Avon but in
the Yilgurn electorate,

Mr. TROY: Then that amount is addi-
tional to the Z10,000 I have already men-
tioned.

Mr. Harrison: It was spent in Trafalgar.
Mr. TROY:± WaIll, that will simply swell

the figures for Yilgarn. It means that
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* ilgarn received £12,000 out of the £17,000
spent under this heading. I do not desire
to speak detrimentally of prospectors in
other parts but I think it will be admitted
that in the three Murchison electorates,
the greatest body of genuine prospectors
is to be found. Yept only £36 18s. 3d. could
be spent in those three centres.

Mr. Mfoney: Did they not put in any
applications for assistance?

Mr. TROY: Yes, they were put in.
Mr. A. Thomson: Surely the applications

could not have been genuine or they would
have received greater consideration than
that.

Mr. TROY: They must have been genuine
and yet Yilgnrn can receive as mucb as
£12,000.

Mr. A. Thomson: It certainly seems
astounding that one electorate could get
that amount and the other three only £26
odd.

Mr. TROY: I have frequently made appli-
cations for assistance.

Hon. P. Collier: It should be remembered
that Yilgarn was considered a bit shaky
last year from a National Party point of
view.

Mr. A. Thomson: I would not suggest
anything of that sort.

Ron. P. Collier: I know there was nothing
else behind some of that sort of thing.

Mr. Money: The member for Yilgarn on
that occasion was not a Minister.

Mr. TROY: No, hut he sat on the
National side of the House. I will give
some of the items under the summary of
expeaditure to show where this money
went. There was an expenditure of £2,772
7s. for the Harbont View Gold Mine at
Phillips River.

Hon. P. Collier: That was a bare-faced
ramp.

Mr. TROY: Dunn and Parkinson at
Phillips River received £350; Hamilton and
Congdon at Ravensthorpe, £123 359.; Bird
and Taylor of Phillips River, £183 15s.;
Purchase of pump at ''Ardpatricic,' Phil-
lips River, £268 8s. 8d.; Keeley, Henderson
and Kuhlmn at Raveathorpe, £297 17s.
2d.; Nicholson and Mackay, Marvel Loch,
£313 12s. 8d.; WV. F. Smith at Phillips River,
£175 10s.; Grant, Mount Iron Gold Mine
at Rundip, £78 1s.; Colreavy and party, For-
restonia, £165 11s. 6d.; Bryan and party at
Ardpatrick, Phillips River, £804 6s. 4d.;
Johnston and Stennett at Ravensthorpe, £122;
Clarkson nnd Sopts at Ravensthorpe, £104 7s.
6d.; 0. Bickerton at Phillips River, £71 1~s.;
Osborne and Fallows at Ravenstherpe, £47;
Reynolds and Scott of Phillips River, £500),
and. so I c.ould go on through the rest of the
items. The only assistance given in Westonia,
was to the Edna May Battler.

'.%r. Harrigan: That amount n-a spent at
Trafalgar. It was given to the Edna May
Battler hut was spent onl their branch mine at
Southern Cross.

Mr. TROY: In any ease, it brings the
figures for Yilgarn up to £12,000 out of an
ag -gregate of £17,000.

.Mr. A. Thomson: They did very well.
Mr. TROY: I thoughtC so too. As I have

already mentioned, it brings my memory back
to the time when, under the old administra-
dion of the Mlines Department, in Mr. Greg-
ory's time, the bulk of the expenditure went
year after year to the Menzies ele.-torate.
Something is wrong when genuine prospect-
era can he turned down and such grants can
bo allocated.

M.%r. A. Thompson: Should not there be an
independent hoard?

Mr. TROY: I object strongly to the ex-
isting board.*

Mr. Money: Is this practice in accmidance
wvit), party politics generally9

Mr. TROY: I do not know, except from
my experience of members sitting on the
Government side of the House from time to
time but I hope it is not the general practice.

Ron. P. Collier: Tt is not the general prac-
tice but it does happen occasionally.

Mr. TROY: It is a scandal. No member
onl the Opposition side of this Chamber was
ever consulted about this particular board.
These figures 1 have quoted cover the expen-
diture for the year 1920.

Hon. P. Collier: It must be the result of
the influence of recent environment.

ir. TROY: I protest against the personnel
of the board because it is not representative.
It is not fair for the Miuister to appoint a
hole and cornier board, without providing ade-
quate representation by men who know more
about the industry than those who are at
Present sitting on the board. It was not un-
til just recently that we knew of the existence
of the board. How the Minister could adopt
such an attitude, I do not know. I think
that if he desired anyone to assist and consult
in connection with matters affecting the min-
ing industry, he should at least have given
an opportufnity to those representing the min-
ing constituencies in this Chamber, but he has
not done so. Referen'e was made to the
State batteries and the value the system line
been in connection with the mining ini1ustry.
Since tlhe erection of those batteries, gold to
thle extent of about five million pounds worth
has been won and that in itself is a very big
asset. But I know there has ap~peared in the
''Gove-nment Gazette"' an advertisement
stating that the MNinister intended to lease a
nlumber of the batteries. I have a suspicion
that this is in accord-inee with the policy
whlic-h is now in operation, under which the
mining induistry is not to be considered in
future. I have been given to understand
that a number of batteries are in a bad state
Of repair and that the department is averse

to speding money on repairs, the policy of
th Idc 1 ,rtmcnt being to let the batteries go.

Iftht policy he pursued it will be the end of
Ilulling in thle back country.

.Hon. P. Collier: Some Of them were leased
without any pnblicity at all,

I? o'clock midnight.
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Mr. TROY: The money spent on the State
batteries has not been lost. I know fields
in which there has been a revivat which could
not have been experienced had there not been
a State battery available for Prushing. Men
went out into the virtually abandoned field,
their efforts were rewarded with success, and
she battery was there to deal with their
stone, with the result that those districts are
again flourishing. This applies more partic-
ularly to the Field 's Find district, where nuim-
Tbers of prospectors are now working shows.
Quite recently a good property there was sold
flor £2,000. In the near future the public
battery there will be working futll time. I
hope the Minister will not purgue the policy
of leasing the batteries, much less than of get-
ting rid of them, as was the policy of a
former superintendent of batteries. Unless
the State batteries are kept in a condition of
repair, the industry cannot survive in the
back country. It should not be necessary
to impress upon agricultural members the
value of a goldfields ponulation as a market
for their products. If Western Australia had
at goldields population of, say, 100,000, the
atgriculturist would not be dependent on out-
side markets. A goldfields population i.lways
thns money with which to pay cash. It is
to the iuterests of all to keep the goldfields
going and create on the fields a big purchas-
ing population. Very little has been said to-
ntight regarding the policy of the de-
partment in respect of assisting the industry
in the future. I excuse the M1inister for
Mines his want of knowledge, because it is
not really his department. The department
was forced on him. He has had no personal
contact with the industry. He does not un-
derstand it. The sooner the Government
initiate a policy of mining development, the
better it will be for the State. I have found
the utmost difficulty in including successive
Ministers controlling mining wvater supplies to
provide water for prospectors. Many new
finds are made by the system of loamning.
The prospector of to-day, with more know-
ledge than his predecessor, carries out a pro-
cess of loaming in order to discover where the
gold came from. For that process he must
have plenty of water.

Mr. Teesdale: Ten yenrs ago they dlid not
know of that process.

Mr. TIROY: That is so, but 90 per cent.
of the new finds of to-day would not have
been made without it. Still, the utmnost diffi-
culty is experienced in including the Minister
to put down wells and bores.

The Premier: The Murchison is well
watered. A lot of money has been spent up
there.

Mr. TROY: It is well watered. The na-
tural conditions are favourable, hut the pro-
spector requires help to get to the water.
There is subterranean water everywhere on
the Murchison, but the prospector must have
water to camp at, and additional water for
use in the loaming process. Every well sunk
is an asset to tbe State assisting, as it does,
Pn the development of the country. Why, the

dlevelopmuent of the pastora] industry, follow-
Aung on that of the mining industry, was as-
sisted greatly by the provision of water sup-
plies. 'Men going into new country are very
roaterially assisted by the fact of knowing
where to find wvater. The finding of water is
-work that the Government must undertake
-with a viewv to the development of new coun-
try, if the Minister wants to help in the
developmnent of our back country, he must
not be niggardly as regards the provision of
-water supplies, which represent a first essen-
tial. But recently I have experienced the
greatest difficulty in getting the Government
to supply water where it is absolutely essen-
ftial-iiot only for loaming purposes, hut also
for domestic purposes. In connection with
an application for a mining centre, one Min-
ister said to me, "Why 4D not the mining
company fiad water?" But that is not the
business of a mining company. Their husk-
neiss is to prospect and develop their mine.
The Minister who replied to me in that man-
-ner baa not asked that the agriculturists
should establish water supplies at sidings.
Throughout the agricultural areas Govern-
ment darns are put down for the development
of each district. The policy there is that the
Government shall put down dams but that the
people shall keep the dams in order.

The Premier: Which they do not do.
Mr. TROY: No; but they should do it.

In every agricultural centre a dam is put
dawn to supply water for Jomestie purposes
and stock requirements. That is a necessary
work, which I would encourage. But every
stmall man carrying stock puts down a well
in the same way as the pastoralists do. In
a ]nineral field, hnwever-and a mineral field
i-1 a locality just like an agricultural locality
-the people are iiot earryink stock. Never-
theless, they must have water supplied for
their home requireiients. I ask the Govern-
ment not to cut out that absolute necessity.
A domestic water supply is obvicnisly a first
essential in every locality where a, community
is congregated. I discover in Ministers a
teudency to cheesepare in that respect, and
to say, ''Let the people do it themselves."
I -repeat, water supply is in my opinion a
proper Government enterprise. Nothing has
been said to-night about base metals. The
production of copper, tin, lead-

Mr. Harrison: Not forgetting coal.
Mr. Marshall: T think we heard a good

deal about copper from the member for Yil-
gain.

Mr. TIROY: Something was beard to-night
about coal. I would have liked to hear some-
thing from. the Minister regarding the pos-
sibilities of the markets for base metals, the
production of which proved so valualie to
Western Australia in years gone by. 1i; the
electorate of the Minister for Agriculture
the lead and, copper mines have. closedl down
for want of a market for their products. It
ought to be within the knowledge of the Min-
ister administering the Mines Department
whether there is a possibility of those mar-
kets re-opening. The Minister ought to tell
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us what are the prospects of the industry,
so far as he understands thenm, in the world's
markets.

The Colonial Secretary: You might as
well ask me what the price of wheat is going
to he.

Mir. TROY: Thle Minister cannot give that
information regarding base metals, but the
departmental officials might to know. The
Minister administering the Mines Department
controls a staff who ought to keep in touch
with the markets of the outside world.

The Colonial Secretary: So they do.
Mr. TROY: They ought to Ito able to in-

form the people of this country whether the
oversoa markets for base metals are likely to
become good or to become worse.

The Colonial Secretary: That is a difficult
thing to do.

Mr. TROY: Those engaged in the base
metals industry want information from the
Mines Department, but they do not get it.
I have a very high respect for the groat ma-
jority of the men in the Mines Department.
The great majority of them are capable,
obliging, and hard-working officials.

Mr. Harrison: The Press publishes lots of
mining information.

Mr. TROY: But in thle back country peo-
ple are not able to follow tile Press; they
get a newspaper only occasionally. The
policy of the department should be to keep
the people of this country in touch with over-
seas ,markets, affording information in that
regard from time to time. The Government
pursue that course in connection with agri-
cultural and other industries. We bear about
the price of flour in the Argentine, in the
United States, in Egypt, and in India; but
we never get ny advice regarding the metal
markets, not even a hint. I do not blaime
the officers of the Mines Department, from
whom I have always received the greatest
consideration and in whom I have the utmost
confidence. The policy of the department,
however, should be to display some enterprise.
Apparently it has none at all, It has none
because it gets no lead. With lead and en-
terprise the department might react on the
mining community. But at present it does
not. A lead camnt he given to the depart-
ment so long as the Minister for 'Mines is
wit of the country on such a journey as that
upon which he is now engaged, or, for that
matter, so long as he is supposed to control
several departments, whereas the Mines De-
partment would occupy all his time. I leave
the matter at that. I am not discussing these
Mines Estimates with much satisfaction. I
sympathise with the Minister who is pre-
seat; and I urge the Minister who is not
present-wy words are recorded in "Han-
sard, II if Ministers read ''Hansard' I at all-
to give more encouragement in the way of
water supply than has been the case in the
past, and also to see that the State batteries
do not remain in their present condition of
disrepair, but to ensure that they are brought
up to date, and also to bring it about that
the Mines Department keep step with those

of our people who are engaged in mining-
with the prospectors, who should not be asked
to crus~h at obsolete plants where the crushing
is costly to the State and unsatisfactory to
the prospector. The department can give a
lead, but to-dlay, it is not giving a lead. That
is my opinion of the department in its pre-
sent condition.. The State batteries are obso-
lete plants out of repair; and how ca good
results be expected from them? It is under
such conditions that thle mining industry is
asked to keep pace with, the other industries
of Western Australia. I hope the Premaier
wvill see that the Mines Department again re-
eeives the entire attention of one Minister,
and that that Minister shall he a man who
has at heart the interests of the industry
which the department administers, and a mail
who will givc a lead to the people engaged in
mining development, a lead of which they are
sorely fin need to-day.

Mr. MARSHALL: I mov-

That progress be reported.
Motion put and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Mr. BOYLAND: I want to speak on this
vote.

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee has
passed it.

Mr. Troy: You are too late now.
Mr. BOYLAND: r wish to speak in the

first place-
The CHAIRMAN: The vote has been

passed but I will ask the Committee, if the
lion. member desires, to give him permission
to be heard.

Mr. BOYLAND: I was waitng for the
member for Murchison to speak. I have pre
pared my matter for a speech, .sd am ready
to go on. I w~ill not be gagged now.

Mr. Troy: Has the vote been passed or
not? That is a mtter for the Chair tc
determine. The Committee has no power t(
give permission to the hon. member to speed
if the vote has been determined.

The CHAIRMAN: T can only pay that thn
vote has been passed.

Mr. Troy: I am personally willing that thi
member for Kalgoorlie should have leave ti
speak on the vote, but it is for you to arx,
if the vote has been passed.

The Premier: The vote in connection. wit]
State batteries will come on later, and thn
lion, member ean speak then.

Mr. BOYLAND: That is not the vote
want to speak upon. I am representing tht
greatest mining constituency in the State.
was waiting for the member for Murchison t,
speak following upon his motion to raer
progress, and now F am prevented from speak
mig. It is not fair or just. You know thi
state of my health, Mr. Chairman. I hay.
prepared my notes for a speech, and I shoul,
be allowed to say what I want to.

Mr. Harrison: I think in the circumstancei
as the bon, member is new to the practice o
the House and represents a goldfields cot
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stituency, he might be permitted to speak
on this vote.

Mr. Marshall: 1, too, am a new member
and want to speak on this vote. I am sur-
prised at the attitude taken up by other
hon. members. This is one of the most im-
portant matters that comes before us.

The CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member ris-
ing to a point of order?

Mr. Marshall: I am. The whole thing is a
disgrace. I am going to speak.

The CHAIRM4AN: The member for Kal-
goorlie may proceed.

Mr. BOYLAND (Kalgoorlie) [12.17]: It
is idle for menbors to speak on these Esti-
mates because we can do nothing with regard
to them. If we move to reduce the amount, it
is taken as a motion of want of confidence in
the Government. We dleal with these matters
in general terms and cannot alter the Esti-
mates in any way. On the Address-ia-reply
I indicated what was likely to happen in the
Kalgoorlie district and its environments. I
gave members information which they had
not in their possession. At that time they
thought I was rather optimistic, ;but 14a
things have turned nut I was very conserva-
tive in my prognostications. The news 1
gave to the Rouse concerning the -Mt. Monger
field has proved better than I anticipated.
There was a crushing on Me~fahon 'a mine
of 300 tons from which there waz a return
averaging over ilos, of gold to the ton. I
stated that a crushing of 200 tons was ex-
peeled to go 10 ounces to the ton. Since
then other shows have been taken up and are
crushing well. We also have the South end
bare and Williams' bore, and very fine reports
have come to hand with regard to these.
Williams' bore has picked up the Golden
Mile lodes and I believe a survey has been
made, as well as in connection with the South
end bore and other bores. Tt is intended to
continue boring, with the help of the Mines
Department, in the hope of proving the per-
manency of these lodes. There is need for
encouragement for the mining industry ia
the near future on the Eastern goldfields.
Some fine reports hare come through from
the Golden Mile. The Golden Horseshoe has
now proved a lode at 2,700 feet and is getting
ore worth 95s. a ton. In the Ivanhoe mine,
the lode was lost some few years ago;
this has now been picked up again at the
2,800-feet level, and the returns average, over
a dlistnce of about 800 feet, 46s. per ton.
Then there is -the Broad Arrow centre. I
find that they have picked up a rich chute
of stone there in the old Golden Arrow.
The pessimism which has been expressed at
times regarding the goldfields is not war-
ranted. The outlook is better to-day than it
has been for some time past. It was stated
ia the House, I think, that the outlook for
next year should be very good indeed. I am
not surprised that this should be the opinion.
This pessimism to which I have referred was
engineered entirely for the purpose of help-
log certain people in the mining industry, and
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it was unwarranted by the circiunstances. 1
notice that the Mines Department have put off
one of their inspectors on the Eastern gold-
tields, and I believe another has yet to go.
Instances of death from accident have been
numerous in the pat on the golddields.
The number of cases of miners' complaint
also indicates that the department have
not had too ninny inspectors in the past. Not-
withstanding the reduction in the number ot
inspectors on the Eastern gold fields, the de-
partment has done nothing in the way of
reductions at the central office. The same
expense is still going on there. Apparently
more consideration is paid to giving good jobs
to officials in Perth than to safeguarding the
lives of the men who are engaged in building
uip this important, this hazardous industry.
It is time the Minister did something to clean
up the office in Perth and insisted upon some
attention being paid to safeguarding the lives
of the miners. Their lives should be pro-
tected, but at the present time adequate pro-
tection is not afforded to them. We are told
that the dust nuisance has been allevinted. Al-
though that is supposed to be the ease, and
although it is stated that there is now no
dlust in the mines, 1 find that reference is
made to this question in the last annual re-
port of the Mines Department. hIr. T. N.
Kirton, iuspector of explosives, makes the fol-
lowing statement-

I must make special mention of samples
Nos. 2 and g. Here we found a man filling
trucks from a chute which is on a level
where there is a good current of air pass-
ing, and the dust was being carried away
from the mouth of the chute in the direc-
tion the air was travelling, as will be seen
from the figures obtained. If this man had
stood and worked fromn the other side of
the chute he would have been breathing air
containing only one-sixth the amount of
dust, and it is difficult to understand bow
any man can have so little regard for his
own health.

We have been told over and over again
that the dust has been combated, and that
there is now no dust in the mines of the
Golden Mile. A few weeks ago I differed
from a man who told me there was an
appalling amount of dust in the mine in
which he was working, and I did that on
information supplied by officers of the
Mines Department, Yet we have this
significant report froma the Inspector of
Explosives. The Minister has told us that
provision is being made to amalgamate
the offices of the Mines Department and
the Government claim that they are going
to effect a big saving. We have been told
before about similar improvements; yet the
Government go on from year to year and
the improyements are never effected. When
I came into this House I did so with a
desire to help the State. I spoke on the
Address-in -reply and I spoke cleanly,
attacking no memnber and saying no word
against anyone. The member for Leonorn
(Mr. Heron), however, who spoke subse-
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quently, went out of his way to refer to
me. I shall not say I am sorry he is not
in his seat at present, but I1 am going to
take the opportunity to refute the un-
founded statements he then made. The por-
tion of the bon. memnber 's speech to which
r refer, together with my interjeetions, was
as follows:-

That brings me to the member -for Kal-
goorlie (.Mr. Boyland). I listened atten-
tively to his remarks the other night. I
cannot reconcile the position he holds
to-day with that which he held two or
three years ago. To-day he sits here
practically the direct representative of
the Chamber of Mines.

Mr. Boyland: That is untrue; quite in-
correct. I sit here a free man, freer than
are you.

Mr. Heron : The hon. member is a
Nationalist. Who voted for him? Not
the workers. Ho may have had a per-
centage of workers supporting him, but
they did not put him into the position he
holds. His thanks are due to those repre-
senting the employer class. Therefore I
say I cannot reconcile his position with
that which he held three or four years
ago as leader of the workers. The hon.
member says he is a free man. In the
course of the next month or two he will
have an opportunity to show whether he
is free and whether be stxinds for the
worker.

iMr. Boylaud: I shall show more free-
domr than you.

Mr, Heron: The hou. member, being a
Nationalist, thinks he will be able to get
everything he wants.

Mr. Boyland:. You were a Nationalist,
were you not? Where are you to-day?

Mr. Heron : A few years ago the
hon- member was stricken with miner's
phthisis, and I am honestly sorry for his
had state of health to-day. When he was
stricken with that disease, who assisted
him? Was it the men he is supporting
to-day?

Mr. Boyland;. No, nor the workers
either.

Mr. Heron: Was it the workers whom
he deserted?

Mr. Boyland., They never assisted me.
Mr. Heron: I do not want to enter into

private matter-
Mr. Boyland: You can go-into anything

you like concerning that.
Mr. Heron: I know who assisted him

and who did not.
The member for Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen),
when speaking on the question of the
appointment of a select committee, made
the following statement in reply to some
unfounded charges which had been made
by people outside this Chamber--

It has gone out that Mfillars' had me
bought. I may say that in all the 14
years I have represented my electorate,

MJilars' hare never asked me to do a
favour for them.

The member for Forrest, being an honest
upright and just man, naturally strongly
objected to anyone, even outside this
Chamber, impugning his character. Yet
we have a, member who occupies a sent in
this Chamber, who knows me of. old, and
knows that I stood to my principles, say-
ing one of the worst things that could have
been said regarding me, namely that I was
practically the direct nominee of the Cham-
ber of Mines. I know nothing of this
statement. I stood alone; I paid my own
expenses; I had no committee to help me.
Two or three firm friends rallied around
me and I won my election honestly, fairly
and squarely, without being the direct
representative of any organisation. To
show where the member for Leonora stands,
let me quote the following from his speech
on the Address-kn-reply-

In my own district we had the un-
fortunate fire. By the lnst papers I had
from there, I saw that the company does
not intend to rebuild. Why? To defeat
the award. I do not think that the deci-
sion rested with those in control in Aus-
tralia. I am sure the local manager had
nothing to do with it, and even those
representing the company in Kalgoorlie
had nothing to do with it. Who, then,
said that the worker should not have the
benefit of the award? None but the Jews
in London decided that the mine should
not he rebuilt until the return of normal
times.
The CHAIRMAN: What has this to do

with the fLstimatesl
Mr. BOYLiAND: The member for Leo-

nuora attacked me and tried to make it
appear that I was the nominee of the
Chamber of Mines. I am quoting the hon.
member's own words. There is no need
for me to comment on his remarks, because
they speak for themselves. I think I am
quite justified in protecting my honour and
character against the aspersions of the hon.
member. What the hon. member said could
be used against me to my detriment if I
did not answer his statements. If you,
.Mr. Chairman, knew what it meant to be
branded as a nominee of any special party,
and more especially of a capitalist
party-

The CHIAIRMIAN: That has very little to
do with the Mines Estimates. ' It is more in
the nature of a personal explanation.

Mr. BOYLAND:) The member for Leonora,
referring further to the fire, stated that-

Mr. Troy: On a point of order, the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie may be new to the House,
but if the member for Leonora made state-
ments to which he takes exception, he should
have refuted them at the time. The Stand-
ing Orders set out that, i~f a member feels
injured by anything another hon. member
may say regarding him, he must takc ex-
ception at once. 'No one in the House wishes
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to hear all these things to which the hon.
member is referring. I ant often told that
someone ls said something about me in
my absence, but I do not trouble about those
things. I would rather forget them.

The CHAIRMAN:. I must ask the hon,
member to keep to the matter before the
Chair.

Mr-. BOYLAND: I was told at the time
that I could bring up the matter on this
occasion.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member can
only discuss the 'Mines Estimates or matters
whicht come under the administration of the
Mines Department.

Mr. BOYLAND: I have a cutting from
the "Kalgoorlie Miner," which states-

Needs of Miners. Deputation to wait on
Preniier. Recently Mr. J1. Cornell, M.L.C.,
addressed a public meeting at Boulder on
the question of miners' phithisis, at which
the following resolutions were carried:-
"That in the opinion of this meeting the
(luvernunnut should without delay institute
a comisision of inquiry to (a) ascertain
whether or not the mineral dlust now pro-
duced by mining operations in our metal-
liferous mines is of such a nature as to
cause *phithisis or be a factor in the pre-
disposing cause thereof, the conmmission to
be equipped With similar instruments, to-
gether with the necessary expert direction,
as are in use in the phthisis mines of
South Africa for the determination of dust
in suspension; and (bi) determine whether
or not the mineral dust produced in the
past by mining operations in our metal-
Uiferous mines was of such a nature as to
cause miners' phithisis or be a contribut-
inig factor in the predisposing cause there-
of; and (c) determine whether or not per-
sons affected with tuberculosis should be
excluded front underground work.

There is no secret about miners' phithisis,
and the extent to which the disease is ram-
Pant in Western Australia. As the result
of a Royal Commission and the investigations
conducted into this disease, it has been
proved beyond doubt that it exists to an
alarming extent. I have information to show
conclusively that it is absolutely cruel to
permit men suffering from miners' phithisis
and fibrosis to continue in the mining in-
dustry. In May of 1920 the triennial con-
gress of the general counc-il of the Western
Australian division of the Australian Lab-
our Federation was held, and among other
things, the subject of miners' complaint was
discussed. On page 31 of their report is the
following record of the proceedings-

Mr. Cornell submitted the following from
the Mining Committee :-That a Bill should
be introduced into Parliament making pro-
vision for men suffering from miners'.
complaint, the money needed for such pur-
pose to be raised from mining companies
in accordence with the number of men em-
ployed. Mr. Dodd moved as an amend-
ment-" That the Government be urged to

erect a modern sanatorium for the treat-
inent Of coasumiptives in some suitable por-
tion of the State, whereby discrimination
could be adopted in separating curable and
incurable eases, and where patients, who
arc physically able to do so, might under-
take some light employment in order to
assist in their maintenance." Mr. Mansie
seconded the amendment, which was car-
ried on the voices and adopted as the
motion.

The congress recognised that miners' comi-
plaint was rife in our midst and carried a
motion fin favour of a sanatorium being
erected. With the advent of the Labour Gov-
ernment shortly afterwards, effect was given
to the motion as the provision of a. mana-
toriumn Was Commenced.

Member: That is so.

[IMr. Stubbs took the Chain]1

'Mr. BOYLAND: The sanatorium is serv-
ing a very goad purpose indeed. In 1905 a
Royal Commission was appointed and 'the
evidence taken before thnt body showed what
was going on in connection with the mining
industry. Dr. Cumpaton conducted a thorough
examination among the miners in 1907 end
found that 33 per cent. of the miners were
Buffering from this dread disease. There was
another report furnished in 1912 and aL re-
commendation was brought forward that a
scheme of contributions should be established
in the interests Of the miners. Nothing was
'done at the time, however, because there was
sonic feeling exhibited. In 1913 thu triennial
Congress of the Australian Labour Party was
again held. On that occasion I was a dale-
gutc representing the Miners' Union which
had att that time about 2,000 members. I
was appointed to the committee to deal with
miners' complaint. We could not agree. I
wanted a scheme established embracing the
whole State so that the contributions from
all over Western Anutralia should be received
on behalf of the miners who were stricken
with this diseases seeing that they had worked
on the mines and that the mining industry
had built up the State. I could not get suffi-
cient support and we referred the matter to
the Parliamentary Labour Party. At that
tiume it was fully recognised. that this comt-
plaint was rife. In 1914 a Wesleyan Minis-
ter, the Rev. Otto Schroeder, was asked, by
some of the miners, who were directly inter-
ested in this matter, to deliver an address on
millers' complaint.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not wish to burke
discussion. But is there anything oin the
Mines Estimates dealing with hospital mat-
ters?

Mr. BOYLAND: Yes, there is -ant item in
the Estimates dealing with the contributions.
towards the Mine Workers' Relief Fund, an
amount of £5,000 being on the Estimates. I
have taken the trouble to condense what Mr.
Schroeder said on that occasion. I do not
wish to read the whole of his address to the
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House, but I desire to place before hon. mem-
bers the effect of which he stated. lie said-

We boasted of our modern civilisation,
but if we looked around in the world of to-
day we had to admit that mnen were cheap.
If a man's life and a dividend were weighed
in the balance, the man would have to go.
A man going down the mines to work,
might be sent to Eternity by a fall of
earth, or if he escaped, he could look for-
ward to a lingering death by disease or
dust. The average age of miners buried
in the cemeteries was 42 years. The life
of a miner on these fields was a short and
a hard one. The responsibility of the bad
conditions and disease rested firstly on the
heads of the unions, who were too busy
trying to get into Parliament. On the poli-
ticians lay a certain amount of blame1 as
the onus of doing something rested on their
shoulders, and what had they done? The
responsibilities of the mining companies,
was a great one. But the Chief Justice of
England had said that corporations bad no
souls, and the sooner people realised the
truth of that remark the better. On the
country lay the responsibility of providing
better conditions of work, Royal Coii-
sion recommendations were taken no notice
of, although there were some good ones pro-
posed. Because of some political rivalry, the
Commission report had been shelved. Upon
thoso who were responsible lay the blood
of those who perished. They were not dal-
ing with votes or with elections, but with
the lives of men.
Mr. Teesdale. What is the name of that

minister?

Mr. BOYLAND. Otto Schroeder.

Mr. Teesdale: It is not too good a name.

Mr. BOYLAND: Perhaps not. But he
went t6 the war and fought for us all. He
fought for the hon. member and be fought
for me, so he is not too bad a man, although
a parson. As a result of his first address,
a motion was passed by the Miners' Union
at the instance of a man who, I think, was
a brother-ia-law of Mr. 0. Foley, who was
formerly a member of this House, asking Mr.
Schroeder to deliver a further address. Be-
fore 'Mr. Schroeder bad an opportunity of
delivering that address, the man, at whose
instigation it was delivered, was dead. I
have a -report of the address. It is headed
"dPatchwork Polities," and reads as fol-
lows:; -

It iN better to prevent miners' complaint
than to compensate crippled miners and
their widows and orphafns. He stated that
he dil not think any person could honestly
contradict the death-dealing nature of the
complaint, and its alarming prevalence on
the mines& Since he last spoke, he had
gathered evidence to prove that if the
trouble was permitted to go on unchecked
as at present, it would produce such a
crop of disease that would surprise doctors,
mine managers, end everyone concerned.

The Government, he believed, was sincere
in its objects when they introduced the
Mine Workers' Relief Fund scheme. The
majority of the men that comprised the ex-
isting Cabinet had had many years' experi-
ence on the goldfields, but they did not,
he was convinced, realise the full extent
of the trouble. They resided in comfort-
able homes at the seaboard, far renfiote from
the stress and turmoil of mining, and they
did not give the attention to the lot of
the miner that they shouldi They 9ould not
get away from the old axiom " Iout of sight
out of mlind.'' To his idea, it was no time
for party politics when the lives of men
were at stake. He considered that the
miner should not be asked to contribute
to the scheme that was to better them,
The average married miner in the district
had a big enough demand en his limited
earnings, without being asked to contribute
to this fund. An industry must be in an
impecunious condition if it could not find
it possible to contribute one half towards
the fund that was to provide for the wives
and families of the men who had sacri-
ficed their lives in the interests of the com-
panies controlling that industry, and the
Government that would not pay the other
half was, he would say, guilty of criminal
negligence. There were too many, widows
on these fields, and too many benefit con-
certs for those who were deprived of their
breadwinners. He asked wras compensation
enough? It reminded him of the proverb
of the farmer locking the stable door after
the horse had gone. Where was the com-
parison between a small compensation and
the fact that a widow and orphans had
been deprived of a husband and father?
It appeared to him to be nothing more
than Patchwork politics if things were per-
mnitted to remain as at present. As he
had 30d, he believed in compensation, but
it was better to have a fence round the
edge of the precipice than an ambulance
cart at the bottom. It was better to save
men than to compensate widows and or-
phanB, and life in the open air ws the
only way to do it.

91n the Address-ink-reply I said a prominent
loetor had informed moe that miners were
going to him with tuberculosis, proving that
'he Mines were impregnated with tubercular
rerms. Whereas the surface workers were
floing to him with fibrosis, underground min-
rs visiting hint were affected with tubercu-
I iis. I also stated that a scheme of corn-
Intsory insurance against accident and sick-
ess should be initiated by the Government.

!'he Minister for Mines by interje-tioa asked
i hat about preventing men getting to that
ftags, why not relieve the men before they

i eached that stage. I told him that as Mm-
itter for 3fines he should act; that he and
I is predecessgors in office wvere responsible for
i ize diseased condition of the men. I re-
F ranted the interjection, but I could not then
deal fully with the matter; the present occa-
siun gives me that opportunity. The M .inister
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for -Mines is fully aware of the ravages of
the disease on the goldfields. Yet instead of
doing anything to relieve the sufferers, lie
goes gallivanting off to Java on a job which
should have been given to ar trade commis-
sioner. As member for Knlgoorlie, I deeply
resent that. He and his colleagues are allow-
ing the best men in the State to be killed oft
in the mines. Take my own case; I was
one of the finest athletes on the Eastern
Ooldfields. Yet to-day I wveigh only 9%
stone. I ant a total wrec~k. It is up to the
Government to protect the lives of men in
the mines and to compensate them while they
are dying, instead of allowing them to starve
for the necessities of life.

Mr. Teesdale: We have provided good
homes for them. They are not allowed to
starve. It is a libel on the State. You
should not say such things for publication!

Mr. BOYLAND: We have tile Mine Work-
cr-, Relief Fund. From it a married man getm
25s. a week for himself anti his wife, and 5s.
for each child. What do the invalid pensions
and the old age pension payments represent!
Iriftecit shillings weekly. The State aid gives
9s. per week, What does it all amounat to?

Mr. -Man: Is Dot mnore done in that -re-
spect ini this State than in any other State
in the Oomnuonwcalth?

Mr. 'BOYLAND: That is not the question.
We have in working for a minimum wage
of £4 weekly, and we have mien dying on
12s. 6id. a week, and haw ing to provide for
their children out of 5s. per week. I am not
makine statements that ought not to go into
the public Press. It should all have been
published years ago.

fr. Tee-dale: Not the statenant to tlu-
effect that the men are starving.

Mr. BOYLAND: They are being starved,
and it oughbt to be stopped. Look at my*
own healthI

Mr. Teesdale: You can go to one of the
homes if you like.

Mfr. Mfarshall:- To the sanatorium? Is
that a fit place for human heings? You ought
to be ashamed to make a statemient like that.

Mr. Teecidalc: I should like to tell you
where you ought to go.

Mr, Marshall: You shall not tell ame ani--
thine.

M.Tr. Teesdale: T should like to, neverthe-
less.

'Mr. 'Marshall: Well, you say it and theu
came outside.

The CHAIR"MAN: Order!
'Mr. BOYLAND: If a man goes into the -

sanatorium, what are his. wife and children
to do? lHe is a moral con-ard to neglect his
good wife and little children. A decent man
could not do it. The men do go in there,
but they soon want to come out again. 1
am not making any hot-air statements. If
the member for Roebourne thinks that suff-
cient is being done for the nien who are dy-
ing from industrial disease, I cannot under-
stand what manner of man he is. On the
Address-ia-reply the Minister for Mines said,

referring to a system of effective inspec--
tion-

It we had a systemn of effective inspec-
tion, then when a man showed the first
symp)toms of the disease, we could tell him
to conmc out of the mines, we to undertake
to find employment suitable to his physical
condition and such as would give him an.
opportunity to throw off the disease.

One cannot do that. The man who has
miner's complaint is dying by inches every
day. A week or two ago I was at the sana-
torium, and there I saw a man who had left
the mines 12 years ago. He is in the sana-
torium to-day-to die. Mxen with miner's
complaint in any form go down every day
they live. It is a cruel, insidious disease that
absolutely robs a n of his strength. One
cannot get away from that fact.

Mr. Teesdale: The patients at WVooroloo
are comfortable and well fed.

Mr. BO0YLAND: But what about their
familis? They have a feeling for their
families. The Minister for Mines pro-
ceeded-

A system such ais this would not only bene-
fit the Government bnt woald be in the in-
terests of the community, because the macn
to whom we would have to dole out charity
wvould be p~rovided with emuploymnat which
would enable thenm to go on producing
wealth instead of absorbing or consuming
it. We have to set ourselves to that task.

'Mr. Boylauid: Why don't you bring in
a. Bill?!

The Mlimister for M-iieg: First of all
we have to get the public to appreciate
the value of a proposal. T tear that the
miners themselves do not always realise its
valuie. They want their freedom; they
want to he able to conic and go as they
please. 1 do0 not think that if we attempted
to bring in a Bill to compel the men to
get out of the mines theyi would accept it,

I o'clock a.m.

At this stage the member for Roebourne
0%1r. Tesfale) interjected: "The liberty of
the subject would conlic in."' lint, I ask,
where is the liberty of the subject whern men
aire compelled to eater the sanatoriumu in
order to receive relief? Single mna, let me
mention, get an allowvance of 5s. a week. The
Minister for Mfines went on to say-

Before I set out I want to be in a posi-
tion to learn froni the mnen to whom I
guarantee emolovmqnent that such employ-
ment is faivourable to them. I have askedI
the departnicats, particularly the Forests
Department, to earmark a certain amiount
of work ceh Year for those 'who will be
compulsorily withdrawn fromi the mining
industry, in order that the men have plenty
of open air and are given every opportunity
of recovering and going back to the indus-
try suibject tomedlical ins-'eetion. For sewer-
age work no men are better fitted than
miners. Just is we give preference to our
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returned soldiers who fought for us, so
shonld we give preference to those who are
fighting for us in mnines, and endeavour to
find satisfactory employment for them
before they reach the stage of becoming
physical wrecks. I know of no proposi-
tion that bas ever been put up under
which the Government would undertake to
put men into other industries after they
had been compulsorily taken out of the
mining industry.
The CHATRMA.N: Will the hion. member

kiindly tell me when that speeh was deliv-
ered?

Mr. BOYLAND: The Ninister was speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply.

The CHAIRMAN: I must iruforn the
hon. member, right here, that the Committee
cannot listen to anything that has been ut-
tered here this session. The lion. member
cannot read extracts from the current ses-
sion's "Hansard. '

Mr. I3OYLAND: Bitt what I anm reading
is what I took down at the time, I made a1
note of it.

The CRAIRM)AN: The hion. member can-
not renA from the current session's ."Han-
sard.'

Mr. I3OYLAND: What I am quoting is
by way of answer to remarks I had made.

The CHAIRMAN. Any such quotation is
against the Standing Qrdcrs.

Mr. BOYLAND: I not referring to what
another member said by way of reply to-

The CHAIRMAN: To quote ex.tracts front
speeches delivered in the same session is-
ablsolutely againist the Standing Orders, anti
cannot be allowed.

MrT. BOYLAND: T can get over that diffi-
culty i-cry easily. 1 shall now deal in a
general way with what the, Minister for
Mines then said, There can be 110 obJection
to that, I truist. Tine Minister stated-

The only alternative is to place a charge
uponi the miningr industry for the welfure
of these men. Tf we were to place snch an
impost ui'on the industry, in the formi of
an annual payment, I am afraidl it would
hill the industry. It is better to put thre
men into healthy noupations where they
mar have every rensonabk., chncte of re-
coven'. It is the duty of the Government to
do what they can for them", but let us be
given a chance of finding a s.olution of the
problemt before we actually tackle the posi-
tion. I have no desire to rush into a matter
like this; it is too impjortant.-

Mr. Boyland: That has been the opinion
of the Government for the past eight years,
but nothing has yet been done except under
the Mine Workers,' Relief Fund.

The Minister for Mines: It is known
in South Africa. They have intro-
duced methods there, hut I do not know
that the position has been solved. They are
doing it by imposing aL tax of about
£800,000 a year on the mining industry.
They would do a great deal better if they
told the wren to get out of the industry.

Mr. Boyland: They are taking- thein
out; I hare information on that point.

The Mlinister for Mines: I say they aire
not,

Mr. Boyland: I will bring the natter be-
fore the House.

The Minister for MNines: They are ad-
vising the men to get oat, hut telling
them that if they wish to stay they many do
sqo. If a man doso leave the industry
and reaches the second stage of miner's
phthisis, he loses a ucertain numnunt of the
pension which he would otherwise get. He
is not comupelled to leave the indristry. For
his own sake and for the sake of the State
I want to compel him to do so.

We nil knew, and over and over again 1
have stated in the Press, thatt in these men of
the mnining industry we are losing one of our
finest assets. We shiouldl prevent them from
dying: we should save them to the country.
The Minister for Mines said that we must set
ourselves to that task. I then interjected,
"Why don't you bring in a Bill to deal
with it?'' However, the Minister merely
mnade empty statements with no mnclning at-
taching to them. About 15 months ago, on re-
turning from the East, the Minister for
'Mines said that hie had conferred with the
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth and
that lie was to put uip to the Federail Gov-
erieint ) scheme for helping the mineirs.
What has been doneI Nothing hans come of it.

Wiltthe problem is not solved the Min-
ister for IfinecA is away as a trade commis-
sioner, nd this during the busiest rart of the
.session, lit a time when hie should he here at-
tending to his duties as Minister for Mines.
I do not Icow where the general public comes
in so far as this is concerned. The position
really proves that the M %inister for Mines has
not seriouLsly eungidereol the matter. He[ has
not given thought to what should be done for
these ient; otherwise he would have ere this
Put forward seine definite proposal for help.-
ing the poor fellowv who are dying from
miner's complaint. When I first took ins-
positioni onl the board administering the mine.
Workers' Relief FuLnd, the man With] tuber-
vulosis haid to go to the sanatorium, whether
marrivd or siingle, and stav there uintil lie wras
"a rrivd over the hill ait Wnoroloo to the camne-
te ry; but after being on the hoard for some
time we got that condition abolished. We
brought in a system of home treatment, so
that a. married mun could get out of the sana-
torium after remaining there for a period of
siX months, during Which he would learn
how to protect himself and also hew to pro-
tect his wife and ehildrea. But as regards
the single man, although he may have contri-
buted to the fund right from its inception, he
hans to go to the sanatorium, where he is
granted an indigent allowance of 5s. Per week.
If he likes to apply for an in valid pension,
hie can get 15s. per week from the
Federal Government. The mine workers are
nut content to have such an embargo placed
on them. At the time I was writing letters
to the Press for the purpose of stirring up
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public opinon upon this matter, I was taken
to task for having advocated that these meon
''should not he sent to prison for having
given their lives to the industry.'' To the
gentlemen who took me to task I replied, II
do not arrogate to myself to say what a board
of five members should (1." The hoard
had said that these sufferers should be segre-
gated in the sanatorium until they died.
I acknowledge that the sanatorium is
a good one, but the disease is one of the
worst diseases known to us. In the British
Isles 40,000 to 50,000 people die everv
year from this disesise. Sonmc people have
said it is not so catching. Let them live
with a tnbercnlar person, and not be in good
health themselves, and they will soon find
out how catching this disease is. I had to
acknowledge to that gentleman that the sana-
torium was the best place for a tubercular
person. T also asked .why the miner, who
has given his life to the industry, sbould be
singled out, and why the ordinary tuber-
cular person could go and come as he pleased
so far as the sanatorium was concerned.
There are some people who would segregate
the worker iii the sanatorium. To-day I am
pleased to say that after six months, and a
satisfactory report being given, a man can
get out with' a knowledge of how to control
what comes from him in the way of germs,
and destroy it so that it will not affect any-
one else. The -Minister for 'Mines proposed
to absorb these men in the Forestry and
Sewerage Departments, but he must have for-
gotten the answer he gave to the Tributing
Association a little over 12 months ago when
they waited on himt in regard to this ques-
tion. He said they needed strong men. I
know of strong men who were working undler
the Sewerage Department but who had to
give it up. And yet it is proposed to put
into that work men who are impregnated
with this disease. The Minister tried to show
that hie possesses a lot of sympathy for these
men, and that they should receive a great
amount of consideration. The other day he
issued two free passes to members of the
Mine Workers' Relief Fund Board to enable
them to proceed to the Murchison in order
to bring back to Kalgoorlie those members
who had refused to pay any longer into the
fuhdl. That proves that the Government take
the line of least resistance. This is dis-
creditable to them. It also proves that the
Government are out to keep this scheme of
the Mine Workers' Relief Fund going as
long as possible. I will show later what is
actually being done. During the earlier part
of this year the Government raised the con-
tributions to the fond from 33 1/3 par cent.
to 50 per cent. The Premier referred to
what had been done for the miners in his
policy speech. It is only begging the ques-
tion to spend money upon a fund which is
gradually dying. I have here a6 report of
the Comnnonwealth Court of Conciliation and
Arbitration dealing with the case of the
Federated -Mining Employees' Association of
Australian and the Edna May Gold Mining

Company, No Liability, and others, in which
Mr. Justice Powers, dealing with miners'
*ioniplaint, says:

The additional strong objection the re-
sponidents in Western Australia have to
the granting of 44 hours was that the extra
cost of paying the same rates for 44 hours
as they did for 47 hours, and the further
loss expectdd by less work done in the 44
hours, was raised and pressed strongly in
Victoria and Tasmania, but means have
apparently been devised to overcome them.
Even if the difficulty could not he over-
conic when the question of life and expense
is in the balance the life of the worker in
this court outweighs all other considera-
tions. The evidence proved that a large
percentage of men do suffer from miners'
complaint in Western Australia. A doctor
in his evidence before a, Royal Commission
in 1907 declared that a large percentage
of miners were suffering from miners' com-
plaint. It was asserted by the respondents,
but not proved, that the majority of eases
had been contracted in the East and
miners had gone to Western Australia who
were affected with the disease. No evi-
dence was called by the respondents to
disprove the evidence submitted or to prove
that it had been contracted elsewhere. It
was also admitted that a miners' sick fund
had lately been established at Kalgoorlie,
subsidised by the State to the extent of
one-third. The balance of the fund is con-
tribuited by the employers andi unions in
equal shares. It was proved during the
hearing that the board relipreci 116 appli-
cants in the year prior to 31st January,
1916, and 170 applicants in the year prior
to 31st January, 1917. It was also ad-
mitted that the cases included those suf -
fering from miners' complaint-the re-
spondents said about 25 per cent., the
claimant's representative about 60 per
cent. I have no doubt from the evidence
and information I obtained at Kalgoorlie
that miners do contract miners' complaint
in Kalgoorlie and in Western Australia
generally, especially when working in the
deep mines.

This is what the judge of the Federal Arbi-
tration Court thought on the evidence sub-
mnitted to him. I contributed to that evi-
dence myself. I pointed out that so far as
the miners in 'Western 'Australa were con-
cerned, the rate of death from fatal acci-
dents was far in excess of the deaths in the
other States. Mr. Kaibba shows that 70 per
cent. of the deaths from accidents occur in
Western Australia.

Mr. Mann: Do -you mean 70 per cent- of
the deaths in the Commonwealtbl

Mr. BOYtAND: I refer to the fatal acci-
dents that have occurred in the Common-
wealth amongst the men actually working in
the industry. I have here the Consolidated
Miners' Phithiais Act of South Africa of
1919 as published by M.,r. J. Forrester
'Brown, the secretary of the South African
Mine Workers' Union, for the information of

1870



1880 [ASSEMBLY.]

miners and other persons who way be inter-
ested. The Minister for M1ines challenged
my statement in connection with the treat-
meat of miners' plithisis in South Africa,
and I am going to -quote from this pamphlet
in reply to him,

1. Scheduled Mines.-These are mines
which have been placed on a list as produc-
ing miners' phthisis. Underground service
on these mines counts for compensation.
Miners may petition for mines to he with-
drawn from the list or for wines to be put
on the list. Underground service on the
Sheba Mline or any other mine notified in
the "'Gazette'' will he reckoned as service
on a jphthisis mnine. Compensatton paid by
a mine to or in respect of any- miner on
account of phthisis will be deducted from
the amount due by the board to or in re-
spect of such miner.

2. Mliners' Pkthisis Board,-The 'board
has the power, among other things:-(a.)
To acquire land to be devoted to small
agricultural holdings, and to establish on
sock holdings miners who are beneficiaries
under this Act or the prior law, as well as
other suitable persons. (b) To assist by
means of loans beneficiaries who are al-
ready established in business or any farm-
ing operations. (c) To provide for the
training in trades or industries of bene-
ficiaries. (d) To conduct a bureau for the
purpose of obtaining employment for bene-
ficiaries or the dependlants of beneficiaries.
(e) To assist financially, by means of loans
or otherwise, in establishing or in carrying
on industrial undertakings or collieries
which undertake to employ or are employ-
ing at the board's request beneficiaries or
the dependants of beneficiaries. (f) To
assist financially in defraying the expenses
incidental to the transport of beneficiaries
to places where employment for them has
been obtained. (g) To establish co-opera-
tive workshops. (h) To invest moneys re-
ceived from miners in lad and improve-
ments with a view to settling miners upon
such land.

3. Witnesses and Evidencee-The hoard
has the right to summon any person to ap-
pear before it to give evidence in a ease,
and to demand the production of any docu-
ments or articles in connection with investi-
gations. Any perpoa who does not respond
to the summons, or who refuses to answer
questions to the best of his knowledge, may
be fined up to £10.

4. Contributions by Mliners-The contri-
bution by miners of sixpence in the £1 on
their earnings stops on the 31st July, 1919.

5. Fttnds-Froin the 1st August, 1919,
the mines will provide the money required
to pay compensation, etc.: 45 per cent. of
the mioney will be calculated according to
the earnings of the underground workers;
35 per cent. according to the rate of
miners' phithisis on each scheduled mine;,
and 20 per cent. in pro~porin to the amount
on which each mine has to pay income tax.

The Government pays the whole cost of
nilministration.

6. Stages of Miners' Phithisis (Sibi-
cosis)-Fromi the ]st August, 1919, there
will be three stages of mainers' phthisis, and
compensation will be paid by the board for
each stage. The earliest stage is called
the "ante-primary," and means that the
Medical Bureau has found that the lungs
have been damaged through mining, al-
though the signs of miners' phithisis
in the lungs may not be definite.
The unext stage is called the "primary
stage." This means that the burean has
found definite signs of miners' phithisis in
the lungs, and that the miner 's capacity
for work has been reduced, though
not seriously and permanently. The
other stage is called the ''secondary"
stage." This means that the bureau has
found miners' pht-hisis to be present to
such an extent as to seriously and perma-
nently affect a mniner's capacity for work.

Important.-If the bureau at a peri-
odical examination find a. miner is in the
ante-primary, primary, or secondary stage
of miners' phthisis, the bureau will advise
him accordingly. If a miner who has been
advised that he is in the ante-primary or
primary stage does not claimi compensation
within three month;, he will not be entitled
thereafter to the compensation for an ad-
vanced stage. In other words, a miner who
continues at underground work for more
than three months after having been ad-
vised that he is in, say, the nto-primary
stage, will receive at any future time only
the compensation for that stage, even al-
though his condition has advanced to the
primary or secondary stage. On the other
hand,' if he leaves the mine when in the
nte-primiary or primary stage within three
months of such notification and his condi-
tion afterwards becomes worse, he will be
entitled to the further benefits for an ad-
vanced stage.

7. Compensation to Miners who have
not received Benefts.-(3) The amount of
compensation due for the stages called
ante-primary and primary will be accord-
ing to the wages which the miner has
earned during the last 156 days he worked
prior to being notified by the bureau of his
condition. (2) The compensation for the
ante-primiary stage -will be paid by the
board in one lamp som. (3) The eoinpenaa-
tion due for the primary stage will gener-
ally be paid by the board in one lump
sum, but it may be paid in instalments in
the interest of the miner or of his depend-
ants, If the compensation is paid in in-
stalments, interest at the rate of 4% per
cent l er annum will be added to the balance
due to a miner at the 30th September and
the 31st Mfarch in eat-h year. (4) The fol-
lowing tables show the compensation tdne to
a miner who is entitled to compensation
for the ante-primary, or for the primary
stage, as the ease may be:
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(a) To a miner who earned on an aver-
age between £20 and £29 Be. 4d. per month.

TABLELI TABLEn.
Average per .Ante-primary

Month of: stag.
I a d. i a. d.

In 0 0 ... 240 0 0
21 0 0 ... 252 0 0
22 0 0 ... 204 0 0
23 0 0 ... 276 0 0
24 0 0 ... 288 0 0
25 0 0 ... SOD 0 0
28 0 0 ... 312 0 0
27 0 0 ... 324 0 0
28 0 0 ... 338 0 0
20 0 0 ... 348 0 0
29 3 4 _. 350 0 0

Prmary
Stage.
£
860
378
age
414
432
450
468
486
504
522
525

5- d.
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
00a
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0

(b) To a miner who earned on an aver-
age between £30 and £37 10s. per month.

TABLE 1. TABLE 11.
Avemagejer Ante-primary

Mont or: stage.
£ a. d. £ a. d.

30 0 0 ... 355 0 0
$1 0 0 ... 361 0 0
32 0 0 ... 367 0 0
35 0 0 ... 373 0 0
34 0 0 ... 379 0 0
36 0 0 ... 385 0 0
a6 0 0 ... 391 0 0
37 0 0 ... 807 0 0
37 10 0 ... 400 0 0

0
-'C
C-

Primary
Stae.
£ s. d.

&82 10 0
541 10 0
650 10 0
559 10 0
568 10 0
577 10 0
586 10 0
595 10 0
000 0 0

they obviously amounted to less; in the
tatter eases the board will fix an amount.)
The following table gives an idea of the
amount of the monthly allowance due: -
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(e) To a miner who earned on an aver-
age beween £37 10s. and £70 per month.

TABLE 1. TABLE 11.

Average per Ante-primary
month of: stag..
A

38
30
40
41
42
43

45
46
47
48
49
50
60
70

a. d.
0 0
0 0
0 0
a0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

£ s. d.
401 10 0
404 10 0
407 10 0
410 10 0
413 to a
410 10 0
419 10 0
422 10 0
425 10 0
428 10 0
431 10 0
434 10 0
437 10 0
467 10 0
497 10 0

Primary
stage.
£ a.d.

602 5 0
606 15 0
o11 5 0
615 15 0
020 5 0
624 15 0
029 5 0
633 15 0
038 5 0
642 15 0
647 5 0
851 15 0
656 5 0
701 6 0
746 5 0

This table is worked up to £70, but there
is no limit to the amount payable. (d)
For the seondary stage the compensation
will be paid for life to those residing in
South Africa, but ending as soon as £750
has been paid when a beneficiary loaves
South Africa permanently or without the
written permission of the board. Under
no circumstances can the board pay lump
sums to miners in the Second stage. The
amount due to miners and their wives and
children will depend upon the miners' aver-
age monthly earnings during the 156 days
actually worked prior to being notified of
second stage condition. (The average
monthly earnings of a miner who received
compensation before the 1st August, 1919,
will be reckoned as £30,' excepting when

If a miner leaves South Africa for good.
after having been granted the mnonthly
allowance, the allowance will stop as soon
as a total of £750 has been paid. The
board has Power to grant permission to a
miner who wants to leave South Africa
temporarily, and who intends returning
again-ill other words, he has to satisfy
the board that his home is in South Africa
-and if this is done the monthly allow-
ance will be paid for life. Such permission
should be obtained from the board prior to
leaving South Africa. The allowance for
a child will be paid only until it reaches
the age of 16. This allowance will not be
paid for more than three children, but will

he paid while Day three children are under

the age of 16. The allowance will continue
to be paid with respect to a child over
16 if the bureau considers that it is un-
able to earn a living owing to ill health.
The allowance for a child will also be
paid in the case of the child of a miner
which was horn after the date compensa-
tion has been awarded, but no allowance
will be paid for a child thereafter adopted.
The allowance for wife or child will Stop
on the death of wife orechlld. On the
death of a miner the monthly allowance
previously paid for the wife and each
child will be doubled, and continue to be
paid in the ease of the widow for life.
If the widow' re-marries, her allowance will
stop, but not the allowance of the children.
If a miner leaves neither widow nor child,
the amount allowed for a widoW will be
paid to his dependents. The order Of de-
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pendants is as follows:-(a) his wife; (b)
his son or daughter1 legitimate or illegiti-
mate, or any stepson or stepdaughter; (c)
his father, mother. stepfather or step-
mother; (d) hi brother, sister, half-brother,
half-sister, or any of their children; (e) his
grandfather, grandmother, grandson or
graddaughter; (f) any other relative of
the deceased person by consanguinity or
affinity, In the ease of relatives, proof of
dependency- must be supplied.

S. Compensation to -Miners who became
Beneficiaries before 1st August, 1919-
(1) Miners who reeiv-ed first-stage Coam-
peasation before the 1st August, 1919, will
not benefit tinder the new Act if they are
found to be still in the same stage,. When
a miner's condition has become worse anti
lie has been put into the secondary stage
by the bureau, he will then come under
the new Act. (2) The monthly allowances
for life, mentioned in Table IlI., will also'
be granted to a miner And his dependants
who received compensation before the let
August, 1919, for plithisis, and who has
been or is certified by the bureau to be in
the secondary stage or to be suffering
from tuberculosis complicated by silicosis,
provided that the miner satisfies the board
that he has been resident in South Africa
since 31st July, 1916, (3) A miner who
left South Africa after receiving compen-
sation before the 1st August, 1916, and who
would have been entitled to further com-
pensation had he remained in South At-
rioa, will tinder the new Act be entitled to
the further compensation provided for in
the Act of 1916, or any amendment there-
of, if be satisfies the board that he re-
turned to South Africa between the 3st
July, 1916, and the 1st June, 1919, and
that he is in necessitous circumstances.
Section 3 of the Public Welfare and Mora-
torium Act, 1919, also provides- "Whenk-
ever any statutory officer or other statu-
tory authority is satisfied that any person
was prevented from doing any net, or inak-
lag any application or lodging or trans-
mnitting any document within a time pre-
scribed by the statute concerned or a regu-
lation made thereunder, by reason of such
person being on active service, or of his
enforced absence from the Union, or of anyg
other circtesfnces arising out of the pre-
sent wear, such officer or authority may,
unless the statutor- rights of any other
person will he detrimentally affected, ex-
tend the prescribed time for such further
period as seems to him or it to be equitable
in the circumstances.

9. Compensation to MAiners who have
been stopped from working underground on
the Scheduled Mines owing to tubercu-
losis-(l) A miner who is found by the
bureau to be suffering from tuberculosis
will receive the same compensation as that
paid to a miner who is in the primary
stage of miners' phithisis. (See Table IL)

(2) If the tuberculosis is complicated by
silicosis (miners' phthisis), he will be paid
the same compensation as for the second-
ary stage of miners' phthisis. (See Table
ITT.) (3) C'ompensation in eases of tuber-
eulesis will he paid only it the miner has
worked underground within a year pre-
vious to his last periodical examination,
unless lie has just returned from active
service and falls uinder paragraph 8 (3)
abov-e.

10. Appeals from Miners against deci-
sions of Bureau.-(1) Any miner who has
applied for compensation, and who is not
satisfied with the decision of the bureau,
may appeal against such decision. (2)
Any miner who is not satisfied with the
bureau 's decision as the result of a peri-
odical examination may also appeal against
such decision. (3) Notice of appeal must
be sent to the Secretary of the bureau
within 30 days. The miner will be noti-
fled to present himself for medical re-
examination by the bureau after the secre-
tary has received the notice of appeal.

11. Appications by Miners for Coin-
pensatiou.-Applications for compensation
miust be made on a form which can be
obtained from the secretary Of the Miners'
Phithisis Board, Box 4506, Johannesburg.
Wvhen the form has been filled in, it should

be sent to the secretary of the board. The
applicant must satisfy the board that he
has been working underground on a sched-
uled mine for two years since the last
August, 1908, or has contracted miners'
phthisis while employed on a scheduled
mine. A miner who wvorks underground
over three months after he has been ad-
vised that he is in the ante-primary or the
primary stage can claini compensation only
for the stage that he was first notified to
be suffering in. An applicant will be ex-
amined at his )iomec if he produces a doc-
tor 's certificate to thle effect that he is
too ill to go to the office of the bureau for
examination. Unless a miner has been
advised by the bureau, as the result of
his periodical examination, not longer than
six months hack, that he has phithisis in
either the ante-primary, primary, or
secondary stage, he may be wasting time
and money, etc., applying for the first
time to the board for benefits. This sug-
gestion is given merely in order to save
miners' time and expense.

12. Compensation to Dependants of
Miners who died after let August, 1919-
(a) The dependant% of a miner who dies
from any cause after the let August, 1919,
who- had been awarded compensation under
the anew Act, will receive the balance of
the compensation in such monthly instal-
ments as the board may decide. (b) If
the miner was receiving a monthly allow-
ance for life for the secondary stage be-
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fore his death, his dependants will receive
an allowance for life, as follows:-
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Mr. MacCallum Smith: Do you suggest
those conditions should be introduced here?

Mr. BOYLAND: I am making these sug-
gestions to the Government because I want
to help, not to hamper them.

Mr. Mazcallow Smith: Have not those
conditions been altered in South Africa re-
ernitlyt

Mr. BOYLAND: These are the new condi-
tions.

Mr. Marshall: Keep on going; we will keep
them here till morning. I will follow you
and we will keep them till daylight.

Mr. BOYLA Nf: I can keep going for a
long time yet. The pamphlet proceeds-

If the miner left neither widow nor child,
a relative who was entirely dependent upon
him will receive the monthly allowance
fixed for a widow. (e) The dependants of
a miner who dlies after tile 1st August,
1919, and who hadl not been awarded com-
pensation, will receive compensation equal
to the amount which the miner would have
received if he had lived, provided that the
bureau certifies that plhthisis was a con-
tributing cause of his death. (i.) If the
bureau certifies that the deceased miner had
silicosis in the ante-primary or the pri-
ary stage, the dependants will receive the
compensation for either of those stages, as
the case may be, according to Tables I.
or II., and in such instalments as the board
may decide. (ii.) If the deceased mine?
would have been entitled to an allowance
during his life, as for the secondary stage,
then the dependents will be paid the allow-
ance mentioned in Table IV. (d) In every
ease of doubt as to the condition of a
miner at the time of his death it is advis-
able, though not absolutely essential, that a
post-mortemn examination be made. This
examination can be arranged through the
secretary of the board, telephone No. 2633,
Central, Johannesburg, or by telegrami to
him. (e) The monthly allowance for the

second stage will be paid to ulependAntst
only of they reside permanently in South
Africa. If they leave South Africa, and
do not intend to return, then they will be
paid such instalments as the Board nmfy de-
cide up to £7.50 in all. These are the same
conditions as those laid down for a miner
who was granuted the monthly allowance.

13. Compensation to dependants of
Miners who died before the 1st August,
1919.-The allowances mentioned in Clause
12 (b) will lie paid to the dlependants of
miners who died before the 1st August,
1919, under either of the following condi-
tious:-(a) That the deceased miner had
received compensation for phithisis. (b)
That thle dleceased miner bad received comn-
pensation, and that the bureau certifies
that hie died from silicosis or from any
other cause if silicosis (1 uthisis) was pre-
sent as a contributing factor. (c) That
the deceased miner died between the last
day of July, 1916, and the first day of
August, 1919, and had not received com-
pensation; provided that the bureau certi-
fies that phithisis was a contributing cause
of his death, and that he should have been
entitled to compensation. (d) That tbe
dependants had received compensaflon in
respect of a miner who had not himself
received compensation. The dependants
referred to in this clause must make appli-
cation for the monthly allowance before the
31st July, 1920; it cannot be claimed after
that date. They must also satisfy the
board that they have been resident in
South Africa since the last dlay of July,
1916, or from the date of the miner's
death (whichever is the latest) to the date
of the award of the allowance. The allow-
ance will stop as soon as £750 has been
paid if they leave South Africa and do
Dot intend to return, or leave South Africa
temporarily without the written permission
of the board. Whenever any person is
awarded benefits under this Act, and who
had previously been granted benefits under
Section 11 of Act 44 of 1916 or any amend-
ments thereof (this was a poverty clause
granting extra benefits to those in necessi-
tous circumstances), the amount of such
extra benefits granted under that clause
shall be deducted fronm the benefit awarded
iinder this Act. The allowance will not
he granted to a woman who was the widow
of a miner, but who; remarried before 1st
August, 1919.

14. General Provisions regarding Corn-
peusation-Ca) The lawful representative
of a. deceased miner pmay claim or continue
to claimi for compensati on on behalf of the
dependents of the deceased. (b) Upon the
death of a beneficiary the board may in its
absolute discretion pay any moneys which
are doe by the board to the estate of such
beneficiary, either to the executor, adminis-
trator, or other legal representative, or to
any' other person whom the board considers
to be a creditor or relative of the deceased.
(e) No amount payable as a benefit under
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the new Act or the prior law will be assign-
able or transferable, or be capable of
being hypothecated or pledged, nor will
any such amount be liable to be attached
or subjected to any form of execution
under a judgment or order of any court
of law'. (d) NO amount paid as compen-
sation under this Act or the prior law, nor?
any property, movable or immovable, pur-
chased with such amount or any part there-
of, will he liable to be attached or sub-
jected to any form of execution under a
judgment or order of any court of law
based upon a cause of action arising be-
fore such benefit w-as awarded.
The CHAIRMA N: What is all this leading

up to?
Mr. BOYLAND: I am sorry if you are

getting tired. I am not.
The CHAIRMAN0\: Do not talk to me like

that! I will not allow you to. What refer-
ence has this to the Mining Estimates?

Mr, BOYL4 ND: The 'Minister for Mines
said they had not 'dealt completely with the
question in South Africa. I said they had.
I am now proving it. As I read on, you will
find that a man affected with tuberculosis is
taken right out of the mine. Our Minister
for Mines here is merely playing with the
question. He is not in earnest. I cannot sit
down and see those men suffering without
being looked after on comprehensive lines.
The 'Minister begged the question when be
made that inane interjection while I was
speaking.

Mr. 'Macallum Smith: Is it not rather
un fair to attack him in his absence?

Mr. BOYLAND: Perhaps it is, but the
Minister should be here. He is no trade com-
missioner- The electors have returned us to
do our best for them. We cannot look after
their interests while we are away pretending
to be trade commissioners. The report con-
tinues--

15. Disqualiflctions.- (a) Any person
convicted of working underground after
having received compensation will not re-
ceive any further award, nor will any fur-
ther award be made in respect of him.
This disqualification has been removed in
the cases of those who were convicted of
working underground before the 1st Aug-
ust, 1916. (b) No compensation will be
paid to any miner who 'was in South
Africa un. or after the 1st August, 1917,
without first undergoing an examination by
the Mfedical Bureau.

16. 'Medic-al and Funeral Expenss.-
The board may pay up to £25 towards the
reasonable inedical and, funeral expenses of
a decased miner if be was a beneficiary or
if the bureau certifies that he died from
phthisis. Such expenses must be paid in
the first instance by the person incurring
same, and afterwards ctlaimed from the
board.

17. Certificates for going Underground.
-(a) Every person who goes underground
to work as a miner must be in porsersion
of the hurean's "initial" or "Periodi-

cal " certificate. (b) The initial certifi-
cate signifies that the holder is physically
fit to become a miner. The periodical er-
tificate is issued to a miner provided that
he is free from tuberculosis. (c) A
"special" certificate may be issued by the
bureau. This signifies that the holder is
free from tuberculosis and may go under-
ground, bid he cannot work as a mneur.

18. Periodical Examination of Miners-
(a) Every underground worker on a
scheduled mine will be medically examined
by the bureau every six months, or oftener
if the bu~reau considers this neelssary.
(b) If the miner is free from tuberculosis
he will receive the bureau 's periodical
certificate (''C'') ; such certificate entitles
the holder to continue in underground work.
The CHAIRMAN: I fail to see that the

matter you are reading has anything to do
with the Estimntes batone the Chain. I
should like you to show what it is leading up
to.

Mr. HROYLAND: There is on the Esti-
mates an amount Of £5,000 for the Mine
Workers' Relief Find.

The CHAIR'MAN: But what is the object
of reading this? Is it to increase the vote?

Mr. BOYLAND: No, I cannot do that,
as you know. We can do nothing with the
Estimates. Mty aim is to get a compulsory
national insurance scheme instituted I-v the
Government, and then. cut out this £5,(.CO.

The CHAIRMAN: Would it not be l-etter
to give notice that you intend to move in that
direction? I do not think any good purpose
is being served by the address you are giving
us. It cannot help us with the Mines Esti-
mates.

Mr. BOYLAND: But it will help the
nimiers. They should be taken out of the
mnni. If we are not going to consider
miners when dealing with the Mines Esti-
mates, what shall we consider! I have ri
desire to go on reading if you will take the
pamphlet as read. I was tired when T
SiarTted.

The CHAIRMAN: It is nut a question of
being tired. It is a question of getting on
with the business of the House.

Mr. BOYLrAND: Well, I am not stopping
it The balance of this pamphlet call be
taken as read if you 'will accept it from me
andl hand it to the ''Hlansard'' reporter.

The CHAIR-MAN: T cannot do that.
Mr. BOYLAND: Well, I1 will continue

reading the report as follow:-
(e) A miner not working on a scheduled
mine will he examined by the bureau on
the- date shown on his last periodical cer-
tificate for his next i-xaniination, or up to
two years from the date of his Inn- cer-
tificate. (d) A miner who fails to be
examined within two years will not be
allowed to resume undcraround work un-
less he has the initial certificate that lie
is fit for such work. If he fails to obtain
such certificate he may also fail to get
compensation. (e) If a miner be fo-nd at
a periodical examination to be sul~ering
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from tuberculosis be will be notified ac-
cordingly by the bureau, and must imme-
diately stop going underground. (f) A
miner found at a periodical examination
to be in the ante-primary, primary, or
-secondary stage of silicosis will be notified
by letter by the secretary of the bureau.
(g) The mines managements pay the fates
of their undeTground workers when they
go to Johannesburg for their periodical ex-
amination, also wages for the time lost on
account of such examination. These are
privileges which aire not, however, provided
for in the 'Miners' Phithisis Act. (h) iNo
award made before the commencement of
this Act shall be reduced or avoided by
any provision of this Aet; but whenever
any person is granted an allowance during
his life, any balance still due to himt under
anty prior award lapses to the compensa-
tion fund.

That comprehensive, compact scheme has ab-
solutely disposed of the phthisis trouble in
that country. There is not any problem, as
the 'Minister for Mines has asserted. The
problem has been solved, and information
regarding its solution is available here, and
thus something can be done for Western Aus-
tralia's miners. To assert that the question
bas not been comprehensively dealt with in
South Africa is to assert something that is
absolutely incorrect. The newspapers re-
cently stated that 75 per cent. of the miners
going from. this State to South Africa were
turned down there; and according to a letter
received by M1r. Cornell 80 per cent. are being
turned down. During the war men. were en-
listed for the Miners'I Carp;, and of the miners
presenting themselves some 60 per cent, were
rejected. That was. iki 1915. The facts
prove that the trouble has been prevalent
for many years. I have here a statement
of the compensation granted by the Mine
Workers' Relief Fund, which receives an an-
nual contribution of £5,000 from the Western
Australian Government. The scale of relief,
as it is termed, rends as follows:-

'Married couples and widowers-25s. per
week, plus 5s. for each child under 14
(maximum allowance, £2 s.). Single nron
-25s. per week. Widows Age-Under
40, no children-20s. per week for 3 months
after husband's deatb, and then 10s. per
week for 3 months. Under 40, 1 child-
Z0s. per week for 6 months after husband's
death, and then 7s. 6d. per week for child
until attaining age of 14. Under 40, 2 Or
more children-l5s. per week and .5s. pet
week for each child until age of 14. 40
to 50-20s. per week for 3 months after
husband's death, then 15s. per week for 3
mionths, and then 109. per week until mar-
riage or death. An extra 5s. per week to be
-allowed for each child to age of 14 years,
5O to 6D-20s. per week until remarriage
or death. An extra 5st per week allowed
for each child until age of 14. 00 and
upwards-0s. per week and assistance ren-
dered iii applying for old age pension. An
extra 5s. per week allowed for each child

to 14 years of age. WVidows remarried-
Where there are children of former mar-
riage, 5s. per week for one child, and more
than one 3s. 6d. per week.

The figures demonstrate conclusively that the
fund does not afford anything like adequate
sustenance allowance to women and children
who have lost their bread-winners in a vit-
ally important industry of this State. Again,
the allowances ranted to disabled miners
are utterly inadequate. The miner with fibro-
sis can get only 25s. per week. A tubercular
case must go into the sanatorium, where he
receives an "indigent allowance" of 5s. per
week. The disabled miner who is married
receives 2 5 s. per week as a basis on which to
maintain himself and his family. It is a
crying shame that such things can happen in
this young country, this white country. In
South Africa--a nigger country-the prob-
lem has been solved. Certainly, they have the
money in South Africa, but the mine owners
have to contribute, and the cost of adminis-
tering the compensation scheme is borne
by the Government. Although our mines
cannot afford to pay similarly to-day, yet
this State can do something by way of en
all-round pension scheme, if the Common-
wealth will not undertake such a scheme, The
Federal Government ought to introduce a na-
tional compulsory insurance scheme. Inci-
dentally I ay point out that in our Rail-
way Department both officers and wages men
arc asking for a superannuation scheme. Why
not institute a scheme embracing all the peo-
ple in the Stnteq It has been done in Ger-
anany and England. I would not mind bet-
ting-if betting were permitted-that the
necessary data are to be found in the reports
of Mr. Bennett, our Government Actuary.
Or else Mr. Knibbs has given them. I spoke
to that gentleman on the subject when he was
in Western Australia, and he agreed that a
national compulsory insurance scheme would
be a very fine thing to bring about- The
Mine Workers' Relief Fund has been contri-
buted to ever since its inauguration by the
State Government, the mine owners, and the
miners. The fund's report for 192J states the
average number of members since the incep-
tion of the scheme in 1915, when the figure
was 7,610. In 1920 the contributors to-
talled only 4,465-a drop of some 3,00 as
compared with 1915. The effect has been
to raise the rate of contribution: the
miners nowadays pay s. per mouth, be-
sides contributing their vecry lives to the
maintenance of the industry. The decrease
in the number of contributors is, of course,
partly due to the closing down of various
of our inies, which means -that the miners
leave this country. In 1921 the number of
contributors to the fund recovered slightly
-to 4,706, which figure, however, shows a
decrease of 2,905 as compared with the
191.5 figure. Ilt only needs a little further
decline of the mining industry to bring
about a position in which there will be no
assistance available to sufferers f rom
miner's complaint for the support of them-
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selves or their dePendants. Do the people
of this State want the industry closed
downI They have not said so. In the first
year the number of miners granted relief
under the fund was 116; in the second
year 170; in the third yea r 199; in
the fourth year 232; in thie fifth year
256, and in the sixth Year 247. It is
said that there is a diminution in the
number of eases now- coming forward. It
is not fair to say that. The whole
husiness has been hedged iii by resolu-
tions. These people have th- right to
move resolutions when they like and alter
the whole scheme. In the first place it was
a matter of contributing to the fund be-
cause a mank was working in the industry.
I never contributed anything myself. If I
wanted to apply for compensation I could
get nothing because of that fact. A man
was dealt with retrospectively over a period
of two years. The fund was inaugurated in
191.5. The 1917 report in connection with the,
fund shows that the following resolutions in
connection with contributions was carried,
and this was puiblishied in the leading papers
of the State:-

Notice is hereby given that after Jnne
30th next the Board of Control of Mine
Workers' Relief Fund will not entertain
applications for relief from men, or the
dependants of men, who, although em-
ployed in the mining industry have not
contributed to the fund. Workers, whose
employers will not collect their contribu-
tions, are notified that they can pay
through the local agent for the fund in
their district, a list of whom is published
in the fund 'a annual report.

That practically cut out the prospector.
remember fighting a case on behalf of a
prospector who was stricken down. His
mate came along, and suggested that they
should go out to some new ground. They
went out to the Carbine district and found
something fairly good. They worked for
four months, hut the man's health became
-very bad and hie had to return home to his
wife and three children. These men had
to wait two months for the battery to crush
their stone, so that altogether they were
held up six mouths before they could get
any results fromt their operations. After
that period the man was in a position to
pny mioney to the fund, hut because he did
not fulfil the conditions within the time he
was turned dowa. There was a newspaper
controversy on the subject, and the other
side did not conie out very well. I was
able to prove that the man had no time in
which to pay, -nd that be could not pay
until after his crushing. Out of the crush-
ing they had to pay their debts, and there-
fore made no Profit. It was out of the
second crushing that they were going to
make a profit. Unfortunntely the man died
after a little time, but neither his widow
nor his children received an# compensation.
I know of another ease in which a man

was treated in the same way. These people

can, do Just as they please. 'We have beent
perpetuating this soirt of thing and the Gov-
eranment are still doing it. Whether the
Government will do anything in the face
of the facts I have brought forward, I do,
not know. The Government raised their
rentributions to the fund 50 per cent, for
a short time, from 33 per cent., and the
miners have had their contributions raised
200 per cent. The salary of the oecretary
of the fund has now gone up from £C400 to
£500 a year. The member for Leonora said
he believed in men being well paid. In
face of the fact that beneficiaries are re-
ceiving so small an amount upon which to
live I cannot see what justification there
was for this increase in salary to the
secretary, from LB to £10 a week. it is all
very well to do a thing like that, but the
first call upon the fund is to assist those
who are starving. I am pleased that the
acting Minister for Mines has agreed to
the erection of a hail at Wooroloo. Wd
have about 40 per cent. of our miners in
that institution. He has stated that the
work will be pet in hand, but that the Gov-
ernment are waiting for money from Kal-
goorlie. lie also said that blinds are to b e
put up in order to make the conditions
more happy for those people who are in the
institution. With regard to the Mine
Workers' Relief Fund scheme, the miners
are contributing to this for their own
beniefit. It is not right that they should
be called upon to do so. The Fund als0 takes
advantage of the invalid and old age pensions
ilk the way of augmenting the payments to
the beneficiaries. If a man is old enough be
lies to apply for his old age pension. If he
is ill enough he has to apply for the invalid
pension, The fund is being asked to do
what the Government ought to be doing. They
are using more than half of the money pro-
vidled by the Government in order to carry
on. Widows, however, arc cut out so far as the
fund is concerned. Mlen who have come back
from the war have been called upon to keep
their mothers; their fathers had previously
contributed to the fund and the widlows were
fully entitled to thia benefit. When pros-
pectors got too old fur ordinar 'y mining
they went out prospecting, but were not
able to earn much. They had to get
what they could from the ground in the
way of gold. They had no money with which
to pay contributions to the fuand, and these
men also have been cut out and cannot get
any benefit from the fund. The mian who
refuses to go to the sanatorium is also do-
nied any contribution from the fund. It is
said that if a naa does not go there hc Can.-
not get any money from the fund, of which
one-third is contrihuted by the Government
aLnd unte one-third contributed by the
mniners. Single men are not compensated in
any way. A. deputation waited on the Pro-
inier recently, in Kalgoorlie, in respect to
these men. it was introduced by the mayor
of Boulder. Thes Premier said he claimed
he was doing all he could for the miners.

1986
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it face of that I have brought before mem-
bers this evening it will be seen that not
very much has been done.

The Premier: I said I would go into the
matter.

2 o 'clock a.m.

[Hon. G. Taylor took the.C(hairJ]

Mr. BOYLAND ± I was going to point
that out to the Premier. The Premier said
it was very distressing to know that men
were dying from this complaint and he
would do all he could for them. He also ex-
pressed his deep sympathy with them. After
what I have stated, I hope his sympathy will
be demonstrated in some practical way.
There has ben some criticism of the Mine
Workers' Relief *Fund administration. Al-
though the secretary's salary was increased
jnnd money has been expended in order to
carry on the fund, members should realis
that if the whole of the expenses were cut.
out, the men themselves would not gain a
great deal of benefit. The question arises,
What are we going to do for our miners?
The mines cannot bear any expense propor-
tionable to that of South Africa. Aur ines
are living from hand to mouth. We have
beard runny statements that they cannot con-
tinue under the present high costs. There
has been a good deal of pessimism over the
rise in wages. Those controlling the indus-
try have their jobs to look after. I told the
Minister for Mines at the time that I recog-
nised the industry could nut bear any fur-
ther increase. If we had a comprehensive
scheme to cover unemployment, sickness and
accident, we could build up benefits for all
the wvorkers lin this industry and for all the
people in this State. All said and done, we
arc all workers. Some are organisers and
managers of industry, but all are workers.
The head of the Government is one of the
hardest worked mn in the State, and the
sme may be said of the Leader of the Op-
position. Some people think that mine man-
agers do not work. They are working day
and night and working hard, too. They are
the organisers of the industry. They may be
able to put something by out of their sala-
ries, but time accountants and others em-
ployed on the mnines live up to their social
position and cannot save. A compulsory in-
surance scheme would assist all, from the
highest to the lowest. It is time such a
scheme was adopted. It would have the effect
of cutting out charity doles and it would pre-
vent us from becoming the mndicaat nation
into which we are developing. Too muchis left
to charity. Men would prefer to set aside 5s.
a week for the benefit of their wives and
children in the event of dying, or as a
guarantee against sickness, accident, or in-
capacity through old age. They would then
have the right to demand what they had sub-
scribed for. The large amount of money ex-
pended by the Government on charities could
be better devoted to a compulsory insurance

scheme. I ask the Government on behalf of
the inmers to do something for these men,
if not for the other people of the State. I
would far sooner that such a scheme covered
the whole of the people, but I must plead
particularly for the ininers who arc following
an occupation which is killing thet off dlay
by day. If a medical examination were made
of thme miners, it would be found that 70 to
80 per cent, are affected with dust, tubercu-
losis and kindred diseases. The Goverunment
compel members of the Civil Service to insure
themselves for a small amount-about £250.
If we had a compulsory national scheme to
which all contributed, there would be some-
thing for them in old age. Under the present
system an amount of £250 or £500 is a mucre
nothing, whereas the payment under an in-
surance scheme would be more benefiil. We
have heard about the railway insurance
scheme inaugurated by the Government, and
what a fine reserve has been built up. The
A.'M.P. Society, with assets of over forty-two
millions, is another instance of what can be
accomplished. If the Government would only
undertake a compulsory scheme the people of
the State would be benefited immediately, and
it would make for industrial peace.

-.%r. Marshall I move-

That progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. MARSHALL ('Muchson) [2.10]: It
seems somewhat extraordinary that, after
about 23 years' experience in the mining in-
dustry during which I took my turn with
others on the night shift, I should he here at
this unearthly hour discussing the Estimates
covering this particular industry. In view
of the fact that members have just intimated
their desire to continue the debate, I will do
my best to entertain them till daylight.

The CHAIRMAN: Tie lhon. mnemnber is
not in order in making a threat like that.

'Mr. MARSHALL: I(lid not intend it as
a threat; they are too small for me to
threaten. I am not too well satisfied with
the Estinmates as submitted, as the vote is
very low considering the value of the indus-
try to the State. As a new member, I have
Iistenesl attentively to the discussion on the
whole of the Estimates so far, and it seems
ta be the custom for members to point out
to the Government where they are neglecting
to assist particular industries peculiar to the
constituencies they represent. I also have
some grievances regarding the Govermnent's
attitude to the mining industry. I venture to
say that all other industries in this State owe
their origin to the mining industry. This
-State would never have sprung into promin-
ence with the rapidity it did but for the dis-
covery of gold. By virtue of the gold pro-
duction, we secured some of the finest work-
ers, not only front other parts of the Corn-
nmonwealth, but from ill parts of the globe.
Mlen who had been accustomed to mining for
many years flocked here to take a hand in the
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industry. Western Australia would never
have been able to secure in such a short
period the capital which has come into the
State to develop other industries if it had
not been for the importance of its goldl min-
ing and the fact of gold being discovered in
suc-h large quantities. Many members seen,
to think that the industry is about to beconie
defunct. This is most unfair criticism. If
the Government gave to the mining industry
to-day the samie consideration as they are
giving to other industries, an:] offered simi-
lar concessions to those being given to the
agriculturall industry, mining would again be-
crime one of the most prosperous industries fin
the State. It is remarkable that the repre-
sentations of members who have spoken on
the Estimates have whirled round two im-
portant factors. One is the amount of money
required to develop industries and the other
is to find a ready market for products. it
will appeal to lion, members that neither of
those factors governs the position in connec-
tion with the mining industry. We have any
number of men with capita] who are ready to
invest it in the mining industry but, unfor-
tunately, the Government have not given the
industry the attention it deserves. Prom
my experience during the past few years, and
particularly after perusing the Estimates this
year, I am convinced that the iminin~g indus-
try is sorely neglected by the Government. I
think that is due to the fact that the Govern-
ment are somewhat inclined to give the Mfin-
ister for Mines powers altogether beyond
those w-hick he should posses". *I do not say'
this is done from any dishonest standpoint
nor that it is intentional, but I think the Min-
ister for Mines allows himself to he governed
by outside influences. This has led to grant-
ing monopolies which have resulted in the
holding uip of practically the whole of the
gzold-producing areas and the ore chanuels of
Western Australia. 1 will have nmore to say
on that point later on. It will be geuerally
admitted that the mining industry does not
produce a commodity for which there is noe
ready sale. If the industry "-as as prosper-
ouis to-day as it was in 1903, and if it had
remained at that prosperous stage throughout
that complete period-unfortunately it has
not done so-our position as a State would
he very different froni an economic
standpoint. 'Notwithstanding the fact that
gold is ahout the only commodity that is pro-
duceed in the Comm~onwealth to-day fur
which there is a ready market and a
great demand, and the prosperity of which
would have great influence oi, the question
of exchange and curreiicy generally, the
Government have not had flue 'regard
for the interest or progress of that in-
dustry. I am sorry to make that statement
but it is my candid opinion. T am sorry that
the Minister for Mines is not in the Chamber
this evening. It has been said that we should
ot critiiie the department because the Mfin-
ister is absent. 1 anm not the Minister's
keeper and T will not have another oppor-
tuinity of speaking on these Estimates before

he returns. The Minister for Mines knew
that and yet he left Perth on his present trip
to Java. He cannot blame me for the posi-
tion whichi has arisen. While it may look
like attacking the Minister behind his back,
it is no good backing and filling. I would like
bon. members to review the figures showing
the decline in the gold mining industry from
1903 to 1920. 1 do not say that the argu-
nent I advanced is the clue to the explana-
tion for that deeline, hut it does seem to me
that the change occurred when recent legis-
lation affecting mining was passed. I con-
sidler the Mining Act obsolete and inefficient
and one which has a tendency to create
monopolies. I am sorry the member for Pi-
barn (Mr. Underwood) is not present because
hie opposed the granting of monopolies to a
few individuals. That applies equally to the
goldutining leases, beyond all doubt. Later
mining legislation is responsible for the
decline fin the gold production of the State.
lit 1903 we produced two million ounces of
gold and at that time gold production was
at its best and the administration was carried
on under the old M,%ining Act of 1895. No
sooner had, the amending legislation been
passed in 1904 than the decline in production
was manifested. It has continually declined
since until 1912. It then took somewhat of
a tutn, but in 1916 it once again fell away.
I waiit to show the difference between the
two measures anil also, from the figures fur-
ished by the Mines Department, the connec-
tion between the decline in the gold produc-
tion and the legislation I have referred to. The
1904 Act has had a tendency to lessen the
olplortutlie to encourage gold production in
various centres, and to allow one company or
one mine to get practically a monopoly over
the gold bearing country. Under the old Act
of 1895 the position was different. Section
35) of the old 'Mining Act provided that the
leases should not exceed 25 acres. Section 44
of the Act of 1904 pres:ribes that the area
shall not exceed 48 acres. If a prospector
wvent on to a lease and, after doing a little
work, abandoned it, another party could come
along and take up 48 acres. There has been
a morked tendency to extend the area of
leases. I should like to point to the harmful
effect of the concentration privilege. Section
4:1 of the old Mining Act provides for
amnalgamation with the approval of the Min-
ister, hut it must be shown to the Minister
that the groups of leases, if am-ilgamated,
can be more efficiently worked. At the time
that Act was passed, no lessee could bold
m'ore than 2-5 acres, and before he could get
.amalgamnation he had to prove to the Min-
ister that more efficient work would he done
if lit several leases were worked as one.
In the Act of 1904 an entirely different pro-
positin was put uip, one which has been most
harmnfil to the industry. Stection 86 of that
Act prsN-rihes that two or more adljoining
leases may be of 96 acres. To-day there is
no necessity for one holding a mininr lease
or group of leases to convince the Minister
that more efficient work could he done if
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the group were operated as one mine. All
that he has to do is to apply for amnalgama-
tion and get it, so long as his aggregate
area does not exceed 96 acres. We have there
an illustration of the policy of the GoverIL-
mont. The Minister would tell us that he
is doing all he can for the gold production
of the State. Yet it is utterly impossible
to produce gold at the present time, by virtue
of the legislation passed in this Chamber.
Nor does the harnt finish there. It is not
impossible for one person to hold up miles
of auriferous country, because in addition to
amalgamation he can apply for eoncentr-a-
tion. Under this, one man could hold up the
whole of the gold producing ore channels of
the State. Indeed, to a very large extent,
one man has been doing that for the past
10 years. Under the Act the Minister has
unlimited power. He may be exercising that
power in the best interests of the industry,
but I say that while concentration and amal-
gamation are allowed to the extent they are,
and while the area of gold mining leases is
so larg'ee, the gold production of the State
can never prosper. At Wiluna one man is
flouting the mining laws, and in that attitude
is bal-ed up by the Minister. He refuses to
produce the gold in his leases, and he refuses
to allow anyone else to do so, and the depart-
ment and the Minister stand up for him. In
1903 the number of leases was 2,328, but in
1920 this fell to 1,347. While in 1903 there
were 30,415 acres under leases, that area has
since dropped to 283,540, a decrease of just
on 19 per cent. It is not necessary to go fur-
tiher in. an endeavour to show the effect of
nmonopolising the ore chiannels of the State.
It does not pay the State to allow those peo-
ple to get a monopoly of the ore chanaels.
During that period the gold production has
fallen by over 55 per cent. Those figures
in themselves suffice to prove the need for
amending the Mining Act. I approached
the Minister with a view to getting a com-
prehensive Mfining Act brought into exist-
ence. I urged him to refer the present Act
to a select committee or a Royal Commuis-
sion; or he could go into the Act himself.
By reason of the unlimited jurisdiction
which the Minister has under the existing
enactment it is possible for one man to hold
uip miles of gold-producing country. In
confirmation of that statement I -nay reftr
briefly to the position at Wiluna. I regret
to have to say that the Mining Act pre-
vented the leases there from being forced
into production long ere this. It isL pathe -tic.
that Pnrliament should meet year after
year and grant sums of money for the
administrative work of the Mines Depart-
ment, whilst the Minister extends prefer-
ential treatment to persons who umigh1t we0l
be behind the bars. Had I done some of
the things which to-dlay are being carried
or at Wiluna, I would nave found mnyself
behind the bars.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member's
reference is not to a member of the 11oubef

Mr. MARSHALL: Oh, no! I am refer-
ring to an individual who has flouted the
mining laws if this State and. has been
enc-ouraged in that line of conduct by the
Minister for Mines, who had and has power
to put an end to it. Ten years ago miners
worked~ for a certain man in this State,
and they have not yet received.thoir
wages. The man in question is still going
about the streets of Perth. Thus it is plain
that the Minister has not conscientiously
administered the Mining Act. At Wiluna
for the past ten years certain leases have
been practically hung up. The company
was directed mainly by Mr. Claude de
]3ernales. At that time the company in-
tended to buy sonic outside properties in
that neighbourhood, and this was done.
They purchased a lease adjoining certain
leases they were already holding. After
puying a deposit upon that pnr,-hased lee,
the man in question informed the employees
that they would have to wait for their
money until he had paid off the balance of
the purchase price of that lease. I may
mention that accordingy to 'tho reports of
the Mines Department lie had paid no rent.
Then a discovery was rurtde that the lease
w .as not coupled fip with, the eOinpay .*a
other leases, and certata' ltrosvectcrs applied
f or the forfeiture of the lease, it was
stated in evidence that Mr. de Bernales'
-secretary or uaderstrapp~r or under study,
forgot to book the lease up with the3 other@.
WVarden Crockett forfeited the lease, but

the Minister for Mines upset the Warden's
decision and imposPed a fine. I mention
these things in order to show what can be
done under the Mining Act.

The 07-TAIRMAN: The Mining Act is not
uinder discussion.

Mr. MARSHALL-. Here is the Mining
Act absolutely preventing the production
of gold; and the object of these Estimates
i-s to grant funds for the administrative (x-
penses of the department which exists
principally for promoting the production of
gold. I claim I am quite' in order.

The CHAIRMAN:- Thme hen, member was
discussing the *Miniug Act. I wish the hon.
member would keep to the Estimates.

Mr. M.ARSHALL: I am trying to show
the Committee that the amount of money
to be granted for the administration of the
Mines Department might, so far as gold
mining is concerned, be just as well wiped
outI since it cannot be well spent under the
existing Mining Act. That measure must
be amended. However, I aim also trying
to show how the Minister for Mines allows
particular individuals to hold up the gold
mining industry. We find the Minister for
Mines protecting Mr. de Bernales.

Mr. .MacCallumn Smith : Does Mr. de
Bernales still hold those leases?

Mr. MARSHALL: le holds the State as
far as gold mining is concerned, apart from
the Golden Mile. Uip to this day he has
never worked the leases in question. He
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has re~pegged a lot of country because he
is afraid that the mining measure passed
here recently will compel him to comply
with the mining regulations. While I have
every respect for the cunning of Mr. de
flernales, I consider that he needs to be
careful, because the people of Wiluna are
more tired of him than the Mlines Depart-
menit is. Mr. de Bernales will have to keep
going in order to hold these leases. Fancy
men waiting for 10 years for their money!
Somne of them died without being paid.
There are people in Wiluna who are pre-
pared to put their money into these leases,
and work them. I suggest that the Min-
ister should no longer protect Mr. de
Bernales as he has been doing.

The CHAIRMIAN: In what way is he
protecting him under these Estimates?

Mr. MARSHALL: I will give a complete
history of his goings on.

The CHAIRMAN: Not under these Esti-
mates.

Mr. MARSHALL:± The money that is
being devoted under these Estimates to
the gold mining industry comes from the
taxpayers of the State. If that money is
to be wasted in protecting men like Air. do
Hernales it is time the representatives of
the taxpayers intervened.

The CHAIRMAN: What is the specified
item upon tbe Estimates that protects Mr.
de Bernalesl

Mr. MARSHALL: The position is covered
generally.
- The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
keep to the matter before the Chair.

Mr. MARSHALL: I cannot understand
why a new member is not given the scope
that other members are given, as will be
seen from ''Hansard,'' upon discussions of
this nature. I can quote from the remarks
of the gentleman who represented my
electorate to show that he was given every
latitude. I am prepared to produce 'Hlan-
sard'' to show that.

The CHAIRMAN: I have not yet ruled
the hon. miember out of order.

Mr. MARSHlALL: I will show how this
affects Mr. de Bernales. I have here the
history of the Wiluna Gold Mines, Ltd., in
liquidation, and will show how the money on
the Estinmtes is being wasted. If I can do
that I1 must be in order.

The CHAIRMAN: The hou. member may
proceed.

Mfr. M.%ARSHALL : This is an extract
from the evidence taken ia connection with
an application for the forfeiture of leases.
An inquiry was instigated by the present
Minister to, 'Mines into the behaviour and
goings on of this particular individual in
Wiluna. I am going to read a couple of
pages fronm that report, and the remainder
of it w'ill confirm what I shall have read.

The CHAIRMAN: Will that be laid on
the Table?

Mr. MARSHALL: I would do that with-
out any hesitation. It would be well worth
looking at.

Mr. Sampson: Mr. de Bernales, has shown
great enterprise in developing the gold
mining industry.

o C WeioeI a."I.

Mr. MARSHALL: If he has I do not
know of it. The history to which I refer
is as follows:-

History of the Wiluna Gold Mines,
Limited, In Liquidation.-Tbis Company
formed several years ago, was always
looked upon as beping mainly managed by
Mr. flernales, Messrs. Urquhart and Strauss
acting as local managers. About this time
A 10-head. mill and other plant were pur-
chased from the Western Machinery Coin.
pany, Golden Age Lease in 1912. Mr. Her-
miles is the reputed head of this Company.
At the samne time the 'Viluna Gold Mines
lurchmased a three-quarter interest in the
Happy Tack'' Lease for £1,200
M.%r. Troy: We might call them the ''Hap-

py Jack"y Estimates.

Mfr. 'MARSHALL: To continue-
The men working for the old company were
informed that they would have to wait for
their wages while the Happy Jack Leasewas
being paid for, a period of three months.
They received post-dated cheques for their
wages. About March, 1918, immediately
after the Happy Jack lease had been paid
for, the Company went into liquidation,
Mr. Bernales being appointed liquidator.
These debts are still owing, one dividend
of 2s. 6d. having been paid. No transfer
of the Happy Jack interests was made and
an application for forfeiture was made by
George Gayford. The Company's repre-
sentative explained at the Warden's Court
that their lawyer had overlooked to put this
property into the liquidation; that is, it
would have been automatically protected by
the Supreme Court, to which leave to apply
for forfeiture would have to be made. The
Warden, under the circumstances, fined them
£25. Application for leave to apply was
afterwards made to the Court and refused,
the applicants being put to large expense.
A few tributers worked on various leases
and a few men were at times employed,
principally pulliug (Iowa machinery. The
latter part of 1917 the Company purchased
the Happy Jack South Lease for £750;
a crushing wag taken out by the Company
from the boundary of this and the Happy
Jack Leases byv three men. By May all
work ceased. An application was made for
forfeiture on the 20th May. The Registrar
refused to take it, stating that the lease
had been brought into liquidation and he
could not take the application without the
leave of the Supreme Court. The matter
was brought before the Minister for Mines,
who ordered an inquiry before Warden
Crockett. He recommended forfeiture sub-
ject to Section 114 af the Companies Act.
This was altered by the Minister to a fine
of £50, the decision being given in Novem-
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her, 1919. Mr. Holman, our, then member,
was informed in writing by the Minister
for Mines that the liquidator had been in-
farmed that the lease would have to be
worked or exemption obtained, as the
liquidation did not exempt themtr from the
labour conditions. At this inquiry the
company's representative held out every
hope of the liquidation being quickly term-
inated. The company then immediately
began to apply for exemption. Then, after
61A years protection by the Supreme Court,
they had in 1919 fourteen days' total ex-
emption. In 1920 they had seven months
26 days total, 28 days partial, and 28 days
concentration. In 1921 they had 14 days
total, 28 days partial. This is in addition
to the Christmas exemptions. As no work
was being done on most of the leases be-
tween 15/2/21 and 22/2/21, two applica-
tions were made for forfeiture. The war-
den refused to bear them as the permission
of the Supreme Court had not been ob-
tained. At the March, 1920, application the
company's representative stated that Mr.
Dn-nales was in negotiation with a. French
company and was leaving for Europe to
complete arrangements. At the September,
1920, hearing he stated he had received a
letter from Mr. Bernales stating he had
arranged for £10,000 to be put up by the
syndicate to unwater the leases; on this
and the Violet group owned by the Western
Machiniery Company, and if the reports of
the syndicate's experts were satisfactory
the balance of the money, £720,000, would
he put up-the vendor taking shares. With
so much capital tho programme was ter-
ribly ambitions, and no one expected any-
thing to materialise. Neither money nor
experts have arrived and a further period
of six months was just recently applied for
as another company is supposed to be go-
iag to purchase these leases. The ease of
202j is peculiar. This lease was purchased
years after the company had been in liqui-
dation. Previously it had been a regular
producer, but since purchased by the Wil-
una Gold Mines Limited, it shut down. Mr.
Bernales is the reputed head in the Wiluna
Gold Mines. He is also head of the Westerni
Machinery Company. He is also liqui-
dator of the Wilnu Gold Mfines Ltd. A
large amount of n~ahinery fromt thiea6
mines has been consigned to the Kalgoorlie
Foundry, of which Mr. Bernales is the
reputed head. He, therefore, alternately
sells this machinery to himself, from himself
and back to himself. Since the company
has been in liquidation, the fourth interest
has been bought in the Happy Jack for
£750, thus £1,450 has been found by a com-
pany in liquidation to purchase outside
properties whilst their debts to the men are
still unsettled. Meantime several of these
men are dead.

(Mr. Angelo resumed the Chair.I

if any member cares to look through the
evidence, he will find some fearful revelsa-

tions. This sorit of thing has been tictri-
mental to the industry end has been instru-
mnental inl holding uip the gold production in
this State. Unless Bernales is foiced to work
these lenses, it is useless for us to pass large
votes for the assistance of the mining in-
dust ry. We shtould not allow thev estalished
nrc-hearing channels of this State to be held
up in such a disgraceful manner as; Claude
dle Berinalcs asn held up the three-mlile line
at Wiluna. This state of affairs is not re-
stricted to Wiluna. It applies to Koekynie
andl Meekathni-a aid miost likely to 5Th]-
goorlie and other centres, and no doubt the
same individual is responsible. The Mlinister
should stand upl to Beriiales and tell him to
work his leates or get out. The p)ea-lec of the
country are gaining the inmpression that this
muan is running the 'Mines Department, and
considerable argument is necesary to con-
viince thenii to the contrary. I trust that I
will not have to bring this matter ilp again
when next yenir's Estimates ni-c being dealt
with. It must be recogoised 'that the nininA
induistry is not nearly so fortunately circum-
stanred as the agrieultural indlustry. The
gold-iiig industry is staggering uinder the
burden of taxation both direct and indirect.
There is 120 doubt that the heavy freights
are having an effect on the industry ns detri-
mental as any other burden uinder which it !a
labou ring. We hare heard a lot about the
co-ordination and co-operation of depart-
ments, hut it senms to nie that' the gold-
mining industry is not getting a fair go. We
are voting large sums at mioney for adininis-
trative purposes and at the seine- time are
imposing staggering embargoes wich the in-
dustry ran ill afford to hear. TPhe question
of water at Alt. Mfagnet has beenu referred to.
It is remarkable that thu mining -industry
should be singled out to pay a special and
very heavy tax n water, fit Meekarharra the

ines are paying no less thoun 5s9. 6d. per
thousand gallons for all water uised, even for
pumpi~ing out their residues. This is an un-
fair charge for water for this purpose. Yet,
all requests to the 'Minister controlling the
department are treaterd with t-onteinpt. The
"Minister claims that it is- not possible to
favour the mining industry by granting water
at a reduced price. lHe argues that the in-
dustry must pay for its supplies. It is extra-
ordinary how ninny restrictions are' imposed
inl coninection with the supply of wtater. The
muines are not free to use 10,000 or 100,000
gallons, as the case nify be; the department
lays down that they must pay for so much
water at a certain price, irrespective of
whether they use that quantity. This is a
great hardship. When I niention that the
water bill f or a i-i-head mine runs; into £-300
to 950 a month, nienibers will get sonic idea
of the burden placed on the industry. While
the industry was sbouldering these staggering
burdens, the Mlinister for Works was able to
relieve the position at Harvey by writing off
a sum of f£11,000 in one act. It is not fair
that the mining industry should be singled
out for such harsh treatment. I contend it
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is the most important industry in the State.
I sometimes feel somewhat of a hypocrite
for backing the industry up, because I feel
that if we rubbed it right out there would
not he half the misery, agony and trouble
which exists at the present time. However,
if the principle of capitalism is to continue,
the gold production of the State must he
carried on. But the industry should be
treated more equitably by the Government.
'The greatest burdens which the industry has
to bear are those inflicted by the Government.
fly reducing fares, freights and water charges,
and lending the industry somewhat the same
assistance as is granted to the agricultural
industry, the Government would be aiding
materially in restoring the industry. Super-
phosphate for farmers is carried at special
rates and wheat is carried at special rates.
Wherever the Government can possibly lend
assistance to the important industries of the
State, such assistance should be given and
should not be grudged. I have nothing to
say against the system of helping the farmers,
but I do say that all the industries of this
State should be protected and treated equit-
ably by the administration. I only ask for
the gold-mining industry assistance somewhat
similar to that meted out to the other indus-
tries. Another important factor to be borne
in mind when considering these disabilities is
the unattractiveness of the mining industry.
It is needless for mne to traverse at any length
that particular aspect, because the member for
Kalgoorlie (Mr. Royland) lies drawn a pa-
thetic picture of the consquences of follow-
ing occupations in connection with gold win-
ing. 'Men have not a chance of coming out
of that industry in a decent condition of
health. A young man who goes into the mines
and works there for any lengthy period has
confronting him the almost certainty that he
will come out of the mines a mases of skin
and hone simply hanging together, making
him a fit patient to end his days at the Wooro-
loo Sanatorium. No man can go into the
mines and work there with safety and have
any hope of coming out a healthy map.' We
have tried to get certain concessions from
the Government in the interests of these muen.
In the Mfurehison we tried to get assistance
from the Governmnent regarding water
supplies so that the miners there could
grow their own vegetables, make their
homes attractiveI and give them some little
dncouragement to stay in the district. Un-
fortunately, we find that on &very occasion
when we endeavour to got anything at all
from the department to assist in keeping the
mining industry in existence, our application
is treated with contempt. I am sorry to have
to state that, but it is a fact. I am in accord
with the member for Kalgoorlie (Mfr. Boy-
laud) in the views he has expressed. and the
sooner the Mines Department spend money
in appointing a medical man to examine the
miners every six months or so, the better it
will be for all concerned. As soon as a miner
shows simes of having contracted tuberculosis,
he should he taken away from the wines and
placed on the land. If the Government se-

cured land and cut it up into small areas for
grazing or pastoral purposes, we could place
these men on holdings and their work would
be productive, and instead of failing in health,
they wvould prove to be an aset to the conm-
munity as a whole. Under the existing con-
ditions, mn suffering from miners' complaint
and tuberculosis generally have to live in
the same premises as healthy men, because
in such centres these men must come in con-
tact with one another, either in the mines or
in their homes The direct consequence of
this is that we are getting our outback cen-
tres loaded up with tuberculosis. The Gov.
erment should resume some of the fine lands
adjacent to the railway lines in the south-
western portion of the State, and if they cut
up that land into blocks wbich would enable
a man to carry on and support his wife and
family, it would be in the interests of all con-
crned. The blocks should be sufficienily
large to guarantee a am a good living. Net
such man should be provided with an area
of land in excess of his requirements. If a
scheme such as that I have suggested could
be put into operation, the miners, on develop-
ing this serious complaint, could be taken
away from their unhealthy occupation and
given a chance to regain their health under
more advantageous conditions. If more of
Western Australia were cut up into smaller
holdings-in my opinion, the whole of the
State is held up by monopolies-it would have
a splendid effect. It would result in the ex-
pansion of industry and keep people in the
country districts. If somec of these holdings
were provided in the mining areas, it would
tend to keep men who have been engaged in
the mining industry still interested in it. We
do not know exactly where new goldfields are
to be found. We do not know where the
next Kalgoorlie or the next Broken Hill will
be discovered. I urge the Government to take
all the necessary steps to provide the miners
with this opportunity and to co-ordinate the
efforts of the different departments so that
these unfortunate uqen may look forward
to reaping some sort of reward and better
health. It will result in an improvement in
the general conditions and add to the pro-
duction of wealth in Western Australia. I
trust the Mfines Department will make better
use of the funds provided in the Estimates
this year than they did last year. If that
should prove to be the ease, there is little
douht but that the industry will progress. A
good ease was put uip by the mnember for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) r~gaiding the
monopolies that exist in Western Australia.
We find the same tendency in connection with
the mining industry, the existingr legislation
permitting n'onopolies to be created. I want
to enter an emphatic protest, in common with
the member for Pilbara, regarding the area
which a man is permitted to hold under the
existinw laws, an area which result, almost in
a monopoly. It appears to me that we have
done little else than protect some individual
or give Privileges to others here, there and
everywhere. The passing of the Mines Esti-
mates is apparently for the purpose of help-
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i* a -few people along the road to prosperity.
That is not the real function of Parliament.
We~ should pass such a vote for the purpose
of expanding and assisting the mining in-
dustry. Such a result is utterly impossible
unless the Minister for Mines takes it upon
himself to introduce legislation to force peo-
ple to work their own leases, or else to for-
feit them. I have already pointed out the
effect of the Mining Act upon the industry.
.If something more tangible, like the Mining
Act of 1895, under which the area was limited
to a very small extent, is not provided, it
goes without saying that a certain amount
of the wealth of the State will continue to
be bong up. No member of this Chamn-
ber would advocate wealth being hung
up. We should provide for men having
an opportunity of getting a reasonable
living under adverse circumstances, as well
as under normal conditions. That is all the
men should be entitled to ask for. That ap-
plies to other industries as well. No mining
company or individual can work a lease com-
prising 96 acres. If an ore channel of any
payable charaeter exists, it stands to reason
that a large proportion of it will be held
up by the one company because-they will not
be able to operate over the whole lease, and
a large proportion of it will have to lie idle.
This aspect was dealt with by the member for
Ilannans (Mr. Munsie) when he was speak-
ing on the Mining Act Amendment Bill.
It is time we got back to such legis-
lation as was in vogue when our gold
production was at its height. It is a
coincidence that that production started to
decline in 1904, and it was not until the gold-
fields Ministry went into office in 1911 that
the reduction ceased arl things improved un-
til they left office in 1916. I trust hon. mnem-
-bees will take a serious view of the position
of the mining industry, which, unless some-
thing drastic be done, will go out of exist-
ence. Large sums of mioney are being spent
on, but not to the benefit of, the industry,
-which would again prosper if the necessary
attention and assistance were given to it.
I hope the area, of the oil prospecting leases
will be reduced, and that the Minister will
see to it that the prospectors who go out to
develop that industry and the mining indus-
try will have only so much land as they can
properly work. It is absurd that four persons
should have an area of thousands of miles.
The money we vote is being unwisely spent.
Men go out and discover new goldfields, and
immediately a whole Crowd, not bona fide
prospectors, but of mnotor ear prospectors,
rush out and take uip all the country for
miles around without any intention of work-
ing it. The Act allows them to hold their
areas for at least three months, to the pre-
jjudice of the real prospector with the camiels.
There is a wide difference between the two
mren. One is a mere exploiter, wherea the
other is a bona fide worker. The existing
economic conditions arc all against the bona
fide man. The Government furnish hinm with
nin equipment and with £1 per week sus-

tenance, a sumn which will not keep many
stomachs full, In consequence the bonn fie
prospector cannot afford to wait until the
exploiters are forced off the ground and an
opening made for him. Under the existing
practice the whole line of reef is decided on
the original discovery. If it happens that
there is a barren zone where the orgiual dis-
covery was made and the bona fide prospec-
tors touch this, they will report that the
values have petered out. Then, unfortunately,
the whole line is promptiy deserted. In scores
of cases on the Murchison, one part of the
line 'of reef will contain valuable ore, while
a few feet away there is not a colour to be
found. The speculators grub the land in order
to exploit the proposition. If they were forced
to either work it or get out, the bona. fide
prospector could step in. The bona fide man.
does not wait to see the result of the original
discovery, but puts in his pegs, applies for
his lease and straightaway bucks in. It is
high time the money voted here should be more
wnisely spent. I was astonished to hear the
Minister announce to-night that a prospectors'
board had been appointed. Like the member
for Mt. Magnet (Mn. Troy) I doI not approve
of the personnel of that board. It is extra-
ordinary that the Minister should have ap-
pointed such a board, consisting wholly of
men not directly representative of the in-
dlustry. I venture to predict that their little
efforts will not be attended with much suc-
cess. Experienced men are needed in the
various industries, if success is to be achieved.
There is 'no industry in the State requiring
expert knowledge more urgently than does the
mining industry at the present time. The
board to adjudicate upon wvho shall be re-
garded as being bona fide inspectors can
hardly be sufficiently conversant with the con-
ditions of the gold mining industry to be able
to promote its expansion. Therefore, I, like
the nmnmber for Mit. Magnet ('Mr. Troy), pro-
test against the personnel of the board. As
regards the pound for pound subsidy-though
I do not like making this statement-I can-
not approve of the tactics adopted by the
Mines Department. Sonic months ago a main-
ing conference was held at Mt. Magnet, the
member for the district being present. The
conference was one between the present Min-
ister for Mines and the Murebison Prospec-
tors' Association. It was mooted that tha de-
partment should give niore liberal assistance
to the industry. The Minister expressed his
readiness to subsidise any syndicate or com-
pany formed locally for the purpose of the ex-
pansion of gold mining in the district. He.
said he was ready to spend a pound for every
pound the syndicate or company might spend.
Somewhat buoyed uip by the prospect of hav-
ing to pay only half the cost involved in
examining the surrounding country, the vari-
ous residents proceeded to form a syndicate.
t believe there are more bona fide pros-
pectors on the Murchison than in any other
district of this State. I know there are a
great many genuine prospectors throughout
the State; but the majority of them are, I
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believe, to be found on the Murchison. A
syndicate watt formed at Mleekatharra, and
tarried on; but as soon as these people started
operations they discovered that the business
was not going Wo bW us simkple a4 at first
they had thought. They had believed that
the department merely wanited a guarantee as
regards the pouind for poundl arrangement.
They negotiated with the department as to
whether the promise made by the
Minister, namely, to assist the prospectors,
was going to be fulfilled. Eventually the
syndicate came to the conclusion that they
had better wait, and have another conference
with the Minister when that lion. gentleman
was visiting Nallan. The Minister, while
prepared to pay the pound for pound, still
held out that certain functions would have to
be performed by the syndicate before the
Government could make an advance. The
syndicate had believed that if they per-
formed a half of what they said they would
do-the estimated total cost of the work was
£C300-the Government would likewise put up
thle cost of their half, which would wean that
£,300 would he available. The MYeekatharra,
syndicate took the Minister at his word, and
outlined the work they intended to do. They
submitted an estimate of the cost, and this
was examined by the inspector of mines in
accordance with the stipulation of the Minis-
ter, The syndicate spent f,68 on the work,
believing that they would get £68 from the
Government by way of subsidy. However, the
G 'overnment backed out and put up a differ-
ent argument altogether. Here is a letter
from the M1ines Department to tha syndi-
eat-

In reply to your letter dated 24th ultimo,
I beg to inform you that the Hon. Minis-
ter has approved of assistance up to £150
on the basis of pound for pound spent by
you at such price per foot, not exceeding
half cost, asj may be fixed from time to
time by the inspector of mines as a reason-
able estimate of half cost of the work car-
ried out. Ina Your Communication von re-
quest that an amount equal to that at your
credit ia the bank be paid in, hut 1 would
point out that this is not the method by
which advances are made by the (lepart-
ment. ',i-h is by a recoup of expenditure
piroved by signed wages sheets, and re-
ceipta for supplies, which have to be for-
warded to this office through the inspector
of mines. Immediately Onl their coining to
hand, arrangemen~ts will he made for pay-
ment of the amount involved to your credit,'
until thle total amount has been expended.

The synidicate beleved that after furnishing
the Afines Department with evidence that the
syndicate- hail expended n total of £68 19s.
10d. in prospecting work, a remittance of £68
19s. 10d, would reach them from the Mines
Department; hut they discovered that that
was not the departmental system. The de-
pirtment claimed that if they paid one-half
of that amount of £:693 odd, that would be a
pound for pound subsidy. I contend that

that is not the way prospectors should be
treated. Meantime, Mr. Chairman, I dram
your attention to the state of the. Commit-
tee.

Bells rung nd] aL quorum formed.

-Ar. MARSIA-LL: The department on
this occasionl practically comm'itted a breach
of contract with the gol-niinag syndicate in
regard to the pound for piound subsidy. If
onl anl agreement with the department I spent
£5:0, an equal sum should be placed on the
PYitinatcs under that pound for pound
scheme, Under the present sy~tem if one
spends £501 and the estimated cost of the
work is £1100, the Government only pay £25.
The result is that one has to find more capi-
tal to meet the cost of the work. That was
so in the ease of the syndicate whose opera-
tions were endorsed by the inspector of the
department aifter examination, and whose re-
port was barked uip by the depnrtment. I
sin sorry so little is allowed on the Esti-

nitsfor assistance to bona, fide prospectors.
Tt is a crying, shame that the Government.
cannot be persuaded to assist the industry-
in a greater ineaS~ire than they are doing at
present. '.luech more liberal assis tance is
offered to other industries. The mining in-
dustry, through direct and indirect taxation,
is practically instrumental in providing the
State Treasnry with a great amount of its
revenue. One wonders whether the Gov-ern-
nment intend during their reign to do any-
thinig at all in this matter. The Mitnister
should certa inly give more liberal allowances.
to prnspectors, waith a view to developing the
industry. ta pre-war dlays £1 a week was
given by wamy of sustenlance allowance to
prosetors, lint in these days when the cost
of living is so much greater and the pur-
chasing power of the sovereign so much less,
the allowance is cut down,. Reference has
been ma1de to thle nioliopolies that have been
given in the case of nil licenses. We allow
prospec tars a small amount of assistance and
equipment in order to prospect for oil, and,
onl the other hland, we bring in legislation to
prevent tlhent from prospecting. I trust
that the Mtinister on his return from
the Dutchl East Indies, will cancel
the contraqcts that have hecn made in
connection with these large areas that have
been given nder license, s4o as to allow for
these areas being properly prospected.
We musat endeavour to realise the wealth of
the State and, if the M1inister for 'Mines will
not take steps to this end, we must farce
him. This state of affairs cannot be allowed
to continlue munoch longer. On the Minister's
return, T hope he will review the position as
it applies not only to oil but to mining as
a whland next year I trus~t there will he
at more liberal vote f or the encouragement
of the industry.

This concluded the general debatc on the
M.Nines Estimates.

vote put and lpassed-

Vote--Police, £.179,881.
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Ttcmn-Conimissioner, £750:
Mr. Macalm SMITH: I wish to direct

the attention of the M1Ninister to the small
salary being paid to the Commissioner of
Police. His is a very respoasible position,
and I understand this salary has ruled during
the last 25 years. Other officers in the ser-
vice have had their salaries raised, and some-
tming should be done for the Commissioner.Mtany civil servants occupying inferior posi-
tions are receiving higher salaries. The Gov-
ernment Printer, the Government Geologist,
the Assistant Public Service Commissioner,
and the Government 'Bacteriologist, each re-
ecive £804, and the Medical Inspector of
Schools also gets more Than time Commissioner
or Police. I trust the Minister will consider
this matter and give the Commissioner a rea-
sonable remuneration.

Mr. TEESDALE: I support the remarks
at the member for North Perth. This salary
is altogether out of proportion to the onerous
.lnties of the position. There is something
iconsistent when the Rabbit Inspector re-

ceives a salary equal to that of the Commis-
sioner of Police. This is one of the import-
ant positions in the State. The Commissioner
is responsible for a very large department
and is one of the few officers who, in certain
circumstances, remained loyal to the Govern-
nient. :I trust that, if possible, he will be
given a salary commensurate with the im-
portance of his oiffice.

Item-Constabulary, 10Qs. Gd. per day to
l9s. per day, £114,113:

Mr. SAMPSON: Since the police assumed
control of the traffic a considerable improve-
ment has taken place. There has been an
improvement also with rega-rd to all street
matters. We are indebted to the police for
the collection of motor fees. The Comnmis-
sinner now handles a .much larger sum of
money than previously. Formerly there were
many motor vehicles which were not licensed,
and we should express our appreciation of the
police for having improved the position in
this respect. I regret that it is not possible
to give greater police protection to some of
our country districts. In the hills districts
the constables have to control very extensive
areas, and T look forward to the time when
more adeqnnte protection can be provided.
* Ron. P. COLLIER: I agree that the con-

trol of traffic has been greatly improved uinder
the police supervision, but I fear that the
department has not made a sufficiently serious
effort to regulate the pedestrian traffic in
the congested centre of the city. In the area
bounded by Barrack and William-streets and
Hlay and Wellington-streeets, the pedestrian
traffic is chaotic.

Mr. Macallum Smith: Should not the
municipal council do that?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think it is the duty
of the police. The people had heen accus-
tefned through long years to keep to a cer-
tain aide of the footpath and when the altera-
tion was made persistent effort extending over

months was required to get the people trained
to observe the new rule.

Mr, Mann: That is being done.
Hion.. P. COLLIER: But not sufficiently.

I. was in Sydney when the change-over was
mande there. Out- department has been con-
tent to put notice boards bearing the words
"Keep to the left'' at the corners of the
streets-, but they are in such a position that
four-fifths of the people do not see them. In
Sydney tme notices were hung from verandahs
immediately above the centre of the footpaths
and at a height of only about 7ft. 6in., where,
pedestrians could not fail to see theta. In
addition, constables were specially detailed at
frequent intervals to direct the people until
they were trained to observe the new rule.
After about a fortnight there, thme people
became accustomed to the new system. It is
tota~y different here, and at the present
moment it is almost impossible to go 20
yards along the footpath in the central por-
tion of the city area, without having to take,
to the roadway.

Ufr- Teesdale: I~t is worse than it was
before.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Much worst. It is
confusion worse confounded. It should only
require a few extra constables to be detailed
for traffic work for two or three weeks, and
the difficulty should be overcome. I hope
this matter will be brought under the notice
of the Minister so that improvements may be
effected.

Mr. MANN: I am in a position to knowr
that the Commissioner of Pollee has already
taken this matter in hand. He has a ser-'
geant who has been taken away from general
duty and been placed in charge of a number
of men who are endeavouring to educate the
people regarding the new pedestrian by-laws.
The work of getting the people accustomed
to the new condition of affairs will take some
little time. It might be- an improvement if
the notices were displayed as in Syndey.

Hon, P. Collier: They are so conspicuous
there that you cannot help seeing them.

Mr. MANN- It should be remembered that
we have only a limited force in Western Aus-
tralia.

This completed the Estimates of the De-
partment of Mines, Forests, and Pollee.

Department of Minister for Justice (Hon.
H., P. Golehatch, Minister); the Premier,
Rion. Sir James Mitchell, in charge of the
Vote.

Vote-Minister for Justice, £81,198:

IIMr. Stubbs took the Chair.]

Item, Chief Electoral Offier, £528:
Mr. BOYhAND: We have on record in

the "West Australian," the fact that the
amalgamation of the 'State and Federal Taxa-
tion Departments has not only resulted in a
saving of £20,000 hut a number of other
amounts as well. We have had statements
made by hon. members from time to time
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that the Electoral Department is not working
satisfactorily in Western Australia on ac-
count of the starvation funds at the depart-
ment 's disposal. We talk of our shortage of
money and the necessity for economy, and
seeing that we can save more than £E20,COO
in the amalgamation of the State and Fed-
eral Taxation Departments, the point arises
as to whether there should not he a similar
amalgamation of the State and Federal Elec-
toral Departments. The state of the rolls
in the past has been something awful. On
a previous occasion I mentioned that after
the rolls had been cleaned up in one
province, it was found that the names
of 550 voters had to be deleted. The
Minister for Works stated that something
should happen in connection with the Elec-
toral Department to alter this state of
affairs. I think these items could well be
cut out and an amalgamation effected. I
know the Chief Electoral Officer is not re-
sponsible for the position because he has to
depend upon clerks of courts and other
officials for the information necessary to
compile the rolls& These officials have. so
much to do that they cannot concentrate on
electoral work, and the effect is seen in the
Electoral Department. The Federal Elec-
toral Department is up to date in my own
district and the Federal officers seem to know
all about the movements of people and are
active in prosecuting those who fail to en-
rol. The Government would be well avised
to consider this aspect, particularly in view
of the fact that complaints are wade from
both sides of the Chamber.

Mr. MONEY. I endorse the remarks
of the member for Kalgoorlie. A lot
of confusion would be avoided if the quali-
fications for one roll were sufficient to guar-
antee enrolment on the other roll. The amal-
gamation could be effected and the derart-
meat could do the rest. When an elector has
lodged a claim with one department, and it
is a valid one, that elector should be placed
on the other roll as well.

The Premier: I agree with that.

4 O'clock a.m.

Mr. A. Thomson: Are the Government
taking any steps in connection with. this
matter?

The PREMIER: We have been lookinq,
into this matter for some time past . it is
a difficult question to deal -with. As a matter
of fact, the expenditure in. connection with
the State Ece-torah Department is not large,
but it is essential that that department should
be kept in order. The rolls are not in the
condition that they should be.

Item, Registration of Titles and Deeds,
£636:

Mr. MONEY: I am not certain that the
Government are folly aware of the want of
space and added safety in connection with
the Titles Office.

The Premier: Yes, the Governmenit fully
recognise the position and it is receiving
attention now.

Mr. 'MONEY: This is a vcry important
mutter because the whole of the titles be-
longing to the people of Western Australia
are concentrated in the present office and the
condition of affairs there is one of danger.

The Premier: Increased accommodation is
being provided now.

Item, Leave on retirement of officers,
£1,730:

Mr. Machalum SMITH: This seems to
be a very large amiount for leave to officers
on retirement.

The PREIER: More officers have been
retiring this year than, perhaps, at any other
time before. That in itself explains t~he
greater part of the increase.

Vote put and passed.
This completed the Estimates of the Min-

ister for Justice.
Department of Colonial Secretary (Hon.

F. T. Brouni, Minister).

Votes-Office of Colonial Secretary, £12,
572; Aborigines, £8,927-agreed to.

Progress repoited.

House adjourned 4.8 a.mn. (Thursday).

tcgitsatue (tounitd
Thursday, 2415 November, 198 1.
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Question : Soldier Settlement...............1895
Bills:* Factories and Shops Act Amendmenit, ft.

Goid Buyers, S......................1g97
Mining Act Amendment, Ua., pssed .. 1897
Constitution Act Amendment, Corn. ....... 189?
Love) Onurtj$ Act Amendmnent, Assemly's

Amendment.............11897
Permanent Reserve (Poli Welter), Assembly's

Modification..............1897
Auictioneers, 2R.. .. :: . .1902

Resolution: Federation end the State, Proposed
National convention BUW.............. 1900

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.
lion. J. CORNELL asked the Mifnister for

Education: 1, How ivany returned soldiers
have been settled under the soldiers' settle-
meat scheme in the followinig districts:-
Quellageting, Hindmnarsh, Yorkrakine, North


